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GODS ARROW 


AGAINST 
ATHEISME, 
AND 
IRRELIGION. 


C H A ÞP, I, 
That there is a God, and that he onght to be worſhipped. 
2D > 101 ex T. Ard, 
4Y: SA { Theiſme and Irreligion was ever I. 4's 


; the 
hen Conſens f | 
\F odious even among the Heathen Heathen, and 


/ themlelves:inſomuch as that Pro- , o1f: ſon of all 
tagoras, for that he doubted whe- x acwors, 
F therthere were any(zod or no, was 
S by the Athenians baniſhed out of 
their country. Diagoras was ſuch a 
notorious Infidel, that he held ther 
| ' was no God; him,andall ſuch like 
Atheiſts the yery Heathens have abhorred and deteſted, 
as being more like rude beaſts, then reaſonable men : for 
Cicero , the Heathen Philoſopher doth condemne them 
all, and further faith, there was never ary Nation Cicerolih, de 
ſo ſavage, or people ſo barbarows, but alwayes confeſſed "14 Dir, 
that there was a God ? whereunto they were led eyen by , 
thelight of nature, and naturall inſtinct, For,the very fame Laftinkt of Na- 
is confirmed by the common uſe of allHeathens,in lifting up ure. 
their eyes and hands to heaven, in any ſudden diſtreſſe that Tertul. in Aps- 
commeth upon them. Yea, by experience ofall ages it hath /%: . 
been proved that Atheiſts themlelyes, that is, ſuch as in 
their health and proſperity, for more liberty of finning, 
would ſtrive againſt the being of a God, when they came 
wo dye orfall into great miſery, they of all others would 
| A 3 ſhew 
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4 | ' Gods Arrow againſt eAtheiſts. 
Screealib.n, de ſhew themlelves moſt fearful of this God, as Seneca him- 
wh | ſelf declareth: infomuch as Zezo the Philotopher was wont 
C , Fs 1:4 fo lay, that ir ſeemedto him a more ſubſtantiall proofe of 
ex2ericuce of 4- 8Þis matter,to hear an Atheiſt at his dying day,preach God 
2bciſtthemſetues (when he ached God and all theworld fo ivenes)then to 

hear all the Philolophers in the world difpure the point - 
for _ at this inſtant of death and milſery,it is hke that ſuch 
do ſpeak in caineſt and ſobriety of ſpirit, who before in 
their wantonnes impugned God. It is remembred of Cajzs 
Sucton. in Calig, Calignla(that wicked and incefluousEmperor)that he was 
2.51- Diov,in a notable {corner and conteminer of God, and made no rec- 
Ca/iguiz, Koning of any other to be God but himlelfe ; yet this abo- 
minable and wicked Atheiſt, as Godleft him not unpuni= 
ſhed(for by his juſt judgement he was ſlain by ſome of his 
own officers: lo whilſt he lived, he was wont a the Hiſto- 
riographers report of him ) at the terrible thundering and 
lightnivg, nor only to cover his head, but alſo to get him- 
{elfe under his bed, and there ro hide himſfelfe for feare, 


Whence T pray you, came this fear upon him/z but that his. 


owne conſcience did tell him ( howſoeverift* words per- 

chance he would not affirm ſo much) thatthere was a God 

in heaven, able to quaile and caſt down his pride and all the 

Emperours of the world. if he liſted, whote thunderbolts 

were lo terrible as that juſtly by his own example he ſhew- 

ed, he was to be feared of all the world? And hereof it is that 

ſome ſay,that God is calledDe,0f the Greek word T he 

05, which fignifieth fear, becauſe the fear of him is planted 

and ngiied inthe very natures and conſcience of all rea- 

ſorable creatures, yea eyen inthe conſcience of the greateſt 

contemners, and rankeſt Arheiſts of the world: who, fay 

what they liſt,and do whatthey liſt, yet ſhall they never be 

able to root out this impreſſion : namely, that there is a 

God,whole feare is ingraven in the hearts of all men. And 

whence,1 pray you,.commeth ſhame in men after an offence 
committed: Or why ſhould men (by ratural irſtin&) put a 

BE, Arg. ,fifference between yertue and vice, good and eyill, ifthere 
. os #twerc nota God, who becauſe he loyed the one, and hated 
good, aud exit, the other, hath written that difference jn every ow owe i” 
| | ELcIore 
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Gods eArroy againſt Atheiſts. 4 2 
Therefore conclude, that eyery mans knowledge,confciencez I 
and feeling, is inſtead of a thouſand witneſſes to convince- 
him wholiever he be ) that there is a God which is to be 
feared, which hatcth-iniquity and wicked wayes, and which 
in time of trouble and deep diſtreſle is to be ught unto for 
refuge and releife,as the acts of the yery Heathen themiſelyes 
do plainly demonſtrate. 

2 Moreover,as God is to be felt ſenfibly in every mans. 5. Arg. 
conlcience, fo is he to be ſeen viſibly ( if 1 may fo ſpeak) in The Creation of 
" the creation of the world,and of all things therein<contained, the world, 
for that this world had a beginning, all the exc2lent Phi- 
loſophers that-ever were ,have agreed, except Ariſtotle for ide Plutaxch. 
a time,who held a fancy, that this world had no beginning, 4 P'4-it. phile. 
but was from all eternity: but at laſt in his old age, he con- - iſt - — 4 
felled and held the cor.trary, in his book De z#ndo, which _ ; - a yu 
he wrote to King Alexander(which book Juſtin Alartyy Plot.l. de mun#» 
eltecmed greatly.and called it the Epitome of all Ari/tot les Inſtin.in Apo!9z, 
rue Philoſophy ) This then being ſo,that the world had a | 
beginning, it mult needs follow, that it had an efficient 
cauſe or maker thereof. I demand then , who it was that 
made it?If you ſay it madeit elf, it is ablurd:tor howcould 
it make in ſelfe before it ſelfe was made.and whea it had no 
being at al?If you ſay that ſomething within the worll made 
the world, thar is, that ſome one part of the woxld made 
the whole,that is more abſurd:for itis as much as if a man 
ſhould fay that the finger (andrthis before it was a _ or 
part of the body ) did makethe whole body. Wherefore it 
may be conyinced by force of this argument(which is plain- 
ly demonſtrative)that a greater & more excellent thing then 
1s the whole world pur together; yea, that ſomerhing which | E 
was before heayen and earth were made,was and mult needs 
be the maker and framer of this world : and this can be no- 
thing elſe but od theCreator of all things,who was before 
all his Creatwres,8 is termed in the ſacred writings, Alpha 
and Omega,the firſt and the laſt,for that he on'y was with= . 
out beginning himſelf,and ſhal be and remain without end- : 
_ Ing.Forhe is eternall, being the” Primms Motor and the on- 

ly Almighty Creator of all things.Sotrue iKis which Paul 
- "oa v 
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Gods Arrow againſt Atheifts. 
the Apoſtle doth reftifie, when he ſaith, that the invifhle 
things of God,(that is,his eternal power & divineEſſence) 
are ſeen perfett ty in the creation of the wor 1d, being per- 
ceived by his works which he hath made.If therefore men 
would bur caſt up their eyes to heaven and from thence look 
down agzin upon the uk ſo behold the excellent beau 
ty and building of this world, they cannot be fo fortiſh or 
ull conceited, but they muſt know there was and is a God 
which was the maker of them: and be moyed in ſome ſo:t 
to glorifie ſo incomparable and excellent a Creator, Yea, 
the Poets and others have affirmed of God,that he is Pater 
hominum.the Father of men, to ſhew that men have their 
originall and creation from him : (o that if we ſhould draw 
our eyes from the beholding of the great world, and confi- 
der but man ( who for his beauty and excellency is called 
in Greek microcoſmos, the little world _) ftill we ſhall be 
enforced to acknowledge Godthe Authour of us, the Fa- 
ther and Creator of us. So true is that which Paul the A- 
poſte noteth out of the Poet Arat#s,whichſaith.thar Ejs 
progenies ſumm;We arc the iflue or off-ſpring ofGod. And 
as true it is, which he further ſaith in that place, that in hizz 
we live move .and have our being. And therfore we owe all 
dutifull obedience and ſubjection unto him, which duty 
and nature commands us to performe in ﬀgard of our crea- 
tion. For the ſon honoteth his father by naturall duty, and 
all men are naturally carryedto be gratefull ro their founders 
tro whom they are {pecially bound, and whom they ought 
not to forget,neither wili,except they be extreame unthank- 
fulland diffolute. Er 
3 Not onely the creation of the world, and of all things 
therein contained, doth proclaime that there is a God, who 
isto be honoured forhis infinite extended authority and 
almighty power ( for he made all things of nothing, only 
he | the word, and they, were created, ) but his daily 


:» bleflings and benefits ſent downe upon the earth, do ſhew 


bleſrirgs of Got allo there #s a God, which is provident, and hath care of 


Heb, ITs Ze, 
Gent, 


and therefore of men to be praiſed, thanked, ard 


men, . 


glorified for eyer-) For true it. is . which Saint Payd any in 
is 


Gods eAriop againſt Atheiſts. 
this behalf,that God /eft mot himſelf without wit ceſs when 


he beftowed haven from beavey giving unto #% rain. and AQ.14.17. 


ſeaſonable weather and filling our bearts with meat and 
gladneſſe.By means of theſe ang «ll other his bleflings,men 
might. and ſtil may daily be induced not only to believe thar 
there is a God from whom they receive al theſe, butalſo- 
to acknowledge and attribute all  praiſe- and thankſgiving 
unto him, as to their firſt principall and ſpeciall benefaCtor, 
For the Oxe doth know his owner, and the Aﬀe his Maſter, 
feeder, and maintainer- And therefore how can it be bur 
reaſonabl- men ſhould much more know God, not onely 
their firſt founder and Creator, but their daily feeder, pre- 
ſeryer, keeper and upholder ? For fo oft as they think upon. 
theſe things,and ſee and have them, they cannot chuſe but 
be put in mind of God the ſender and author of them all, 
and be moyed with a gratcfull mind towards him : And- 
hereof is it thac he is called Dens,q dando,Of giving: And 
in Engliſh we call God 9q#af# good, becauſe he is only and: 
nerfocl 

neſle, - 


come,deſcend flow.and be derived unto them. 


4 1 mighthere ſhow how God is alſo knowne tothe ,, ,,, 
world by his judgements upon wicked and unrighteous The judgements 


{f 


y 


people, whom divers times he maketh vifible examples of of God. 


his feverity and juſtice ( if men did well conſider them : ) 
for hereby alſo hath God manifeſted himſeife, as Paw the 
Apoſtle teacheth. Theſe premiſes, I cruſt, may ſuffice,(if 
there were no more to be {aid:)) for by them we-may. eaſily 
ſee and prove;that there is a God which created the world, 

and ali things therein; which preſeryeth and upboldeth. 
the ſame with his nughty puiſlance, - ſupportech the earch, 


and all the creatures thereof with his providence and help-- 
ing hand. Yea.befides the Heavens and the Earth, which 
are the worke of his hands, £yery mans owne conſcience. 


_ exper reach(as I {aid before)that there 1s a God; 
whic ( ma 


to be feared For howloeyer many a man that hath 


ipent his life in a wicked way, and moſt danmable coure, 


could. 


ood of himſelfe alone,and the giver of all good-, . | 
= of all good gifts and bleſſings _ others Be ws _ 9.1 " 
whom, as from the fountaine, all benefits. whatſoever doe Rom. 9. 16, 


Plal. 14. -Is 


Gods Arrow agatiift Atheiſts. 
could wiſtt in his heart there were noGod, becauſe he ſeeth 
God no otherwiſe then in his vengeance : yea, howloeve 
many a wicked perſon doth ſooth himfelfe in his wicked- 
nefle, and-flatteringly ſay unto himſelfe (like the foole in 
the Plalms ) There i no God: yer at other rimes his owne 
conlcience will ſo provoke him, and enforce this matter , 
(that there is aGod)that with horror and dread of hin, 
it will make him-quake, fear and tremble : for the fear of 
him is ſo-deeply printed in the natures of all men, as that 
itis impoſſible to ſhake it off. And which (is more) a kind: 
of deyotion to worſhip him; being the Creator and preter- 
ver of men,and of all things elle, and the proyident father of 
all, is planted,and inſeparably fixed in the hearts of all men: 
though all menof all. Nations know not how to worfhip 
him aright, and inſuch fort as he requireth.This is manifett 
by the examples of all Nations and peoplein the world, 
who all haye ſome one kind of Religion or other, though 
all find not the right Religion, All be devoted to the wor- 

ſhip of God, howſoever all do not finde out the true God, 
nor lus right manner of worſhip, but worſhip him accor- 
ding to the devices of -their own braine. Conſidering then 
that there is no Nation under the Sunne ſo barbarous ( nor 
ever was ) butaimedat the worfhip of God, and either 
worſhipped him, or ſomething elle in his place : ut appea- 
reth to bee a moſt yaine and fooliſh conceit which Atheiſts 
ſomerimes utter ; namely, rhat Religion is nothing elſe but 
a matter of policy, or a politicke deyice of humane inyen- 
tion - 'for it is evident, that religious affe&ion to worſhip 

God is naturally ſeated ( and ever was) in the hearts of al 

men: ard the conſcience of every man,evey of the greateſt 

{corner and comemner of God, which ſometimes trem» 

bleth before his judgement ſear, doth abundantly teſtifie, 

that a religious deyotion of feare towards God 1s bred 
and borne with every man, and therefore it cannot be any 
policy of humaine invention : inas much as if there were 
no lawes of men, yet this religious affection to worſhip 


God , and the fear of him, would and doth remaine writ- 


ten by the finger of God, in the hearts and conſciences of 


all 
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Gods Arrowagainſt Atheiſis. 
all men living, how rude, ſavage or barbarous toever they 
be. What law of men, I pray, was there, to make Calign/z 
the Emperour, when he heard the terrible thundering in 
the aire, and ſaw the flaſhing flames of lightening abour 
him, to run under his bed, and to hide himlelfe for fear of 
this terrible and great God : or what maketh the rankeſ(t 
Atheiſtin the world in the like caſe, and at the like tempeſt 
to do the like ? Oc what made the Heathens in any dange- 
rous er ſudden diſtreſle to lift up their eyes or hands to hea- 
ven, mightily to fear and to be aſtoniſhed ? None can ſay 
it is the | of men, for no law of men dorh inforce this at- 
tempt-But it is a naturall inſtin& of the fear of God,(whom 
he hath offended, and whoſe vengeance he dreadeth, and 
from whom he thinketh ſuccour may come ) ſeated in all 


mens heartseven from their Nativity, which doth make 


him to fear, and cauſe him to ſeekto God for refuge, Let 
this therefore remaine firm and moſt undoubted; That the 
fear of the great God,and 4 religions difpofttion to worſhip 
the ſame God, ts not inforced by the laws of men, bat na- 
erally ſown in the hearts of all menghoughal find not out, 
nor obſerve the right religion, Let us therefore now ſeeke 
and (ſearch out which is the true Religion, which is accep- 
table to God, and which is without wayering and doubting, 
is to be obſerved of nien, For all Nations and people haye a 
kind of religion (as I faid before) but all haye not the true 
and right religion, | 


. CHAP: II. 
Wherein,and inthe next Chapter i ſhewed that theChri- 
tian Religion, us the only true Religion in the world, 
and wherewith only God -# pleaſed. 


Pd) N ancient times all the world was divided 
and diſtinguiſhed into Jewes,and Gentiles ; 
{ ,; and this diſtinRion doth , and may fiill re- 
(&&) maine among us: if therefore T can prove the 

truth of this our Chriſtian Religion againſt 


both Jewes,and Gentiles, I ſhallthen proye it agaiolt all the 
; _ waild, 


, *%, 
_— 


8 ' Gods Arrow againſt eAtheiſis, 
Chriſtian reli- world. In this Chapter I, will firſt prove it againſt the 
pat oo Jewes , and in the next againſt the Gentiles, Concerning 
: oaf * bs the Jewes, they wil eaſily grant our Religion to be the true 
ho : becauſe Religion, if we can proye Jeſus Chriſt ( whom we be- 
Chriſt is the leeve to be that Meſi2as) which was foretold by their Pro- 
ej), 7 phets, being the true and undoubted Prophets of G O D. 
+ |{ © Andthis wee are ſure may calily bee proved : and there- 
| foreinvaine doe the Jewes looke for any other Aeſſias, 
then he that ts already come, namely. Jeſus Chriſt our 
Mediator, Saviour and Redeemer in whom God his Fa- 
ther is well pleaſed and for whoſe ſake ( if webeleeve in 
' bim\he wil not be offended with u4,but be reconciled tous 
Chrift the grke & ſave ws, Whatſoeyer was forerold to belong unto their 
cveſcith, ' Mcſſias gs fully performed, and perfeRtly accompliſhed in 
The gererall and gur Jeſus Chriſt, and in no other : and therefore our Jeſus 
mar a1 SUACTE. was and is the true 2deſſias,and no other, Let us herein con- 
'  fider the marks of the Meſſias, whereby he might be known- 
| andſo ſhall weſee that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is the only 

true efſeas, and none but he. | 


— * I. One mark for us to know the Meſſtas by, is, that 
_ 8, * when he came, he ſhould not be known or acknowledged to 
Elay 55. be the Meſſias, but ſhould be rejetedand refuled of the 
Eſ.y 53- Jewiſh Nation, to the end he might be put to death a- 
Din 9. moenglt them, according to the fore-appointment and de- 


The fir piv%Jc;erminate councell of God : for had they receiyed him for 


that Chrit was 
the Meſsias. 


the Meſſtas.they would neyer haye uſed him ſo ſhameful- 
ly as they did, neither ſhould he then have been ſlaine a- 
mongſt them, as was foretold he ſhould: This then being 
one marke of the Mefſias , that he ſhould be refuſed 
forthe Meſſias of the JewiſhNation,and of the cheifeſt ru- 
[ers amongſt them,is a great confirmation of ourfaith, in as 
much as it is found fully performed in our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom they frond, rejected, condemned, and put 


to death. And therefore, if the Jewiſh Nation had recei- 
yed.our Jeſus for the 3deſias, .it had-been an undoubred 
argument that he had not beenthe right Meſſias 3 ſoon - 
the other fide, becauſe they did refuſe him, it is a yery 


ſtrong perlwaſionto us, that he was, and is the yeryrue 
£5 HMeſſias 


+ 
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HMeſſ ar indeed.” Jn vaintherefore it is, if: ary do: look for... , _ ; 
Tis Hei 65 hould be wholy received of he Jil | 
Nation ;| fox. none; Tuch, was promiſed ,:yea-it> wasforerold ; - 
(contrariwile) that be;:ſhquld be refuſed of themy 2s ' our Jer 
ſus was : that ſo he: might be made an offering for (ing accore . - 
ding tothe - pre-ordination of God. , wield dtiiebt | 

2_ It was foretold of the Meſſ7 a5, that he ſhould be bom: Moy other. 
of a. virgin, Eſa). 7 14+ That the place of his birth, ſhould 2 particular 
be Bethlem, Mich, 5. 1. That athis birch all the Infants 3 pots © 

round about Berhlem ſhould be {lain for his fake, Jer, 31, - 
" T5, That the Kiogy of the earth ſhould come and adore 4 | 
him, and offer gold and other gifts unto him, P/#/,71.10. | 
That he ſhould be preſented in the Temple of Jerwſalem 5. 


| ſtrange miracles, and heal all diſeaſes, Eſay;6x07,Thar: be 145 4: Ne 
; Efay 53. That he ſhoald be betrayed by | one. that pur his. 1 A 
$ 


e - 
; 


tor thirty peeces of filver,Zach.1 t,verſe12,  Thit with thoſe 44 | 


thirty prieny there, ſhould be bought ,afterwardOa field * | 
heards, Jer. 39. T hat hee ſhould tide into Jersſalem, , 4 | - 
upon an Aﬀle before his Pafſion, Zach. 9.9... That the Jews x ! 
ſhould beat and buffer his ſace,. and defiſe; the: fame:-with * | 
fpitring upon it> E/ey. 50-6, Thar they ſhould whip hig body: 18 : | 
. betors they pys him to. death, Ear: 3-2;P/e/ 37.18. That 19.1 \- 
they ſhould pur -him-3p death amongrheeves and mialefh= - 


Sl] is 


» 
? 


gas; . 


C 


| Got PRONE 
| 20 Qors:Blay 53. 12, Tha they hould give Him vieegar to 


drinke, divide his appatell, and caft lots for his- upper gar- 
21 ment, P/af, 68, 22, nnd Pſal.22. tr. Thatthe manner of 
his death ſhould be crucifixion, that is, of his hands 
| 22 and his feet upoa the Croſſe, P/a1.22.16 .Zach, 12, That his 
. fideſhould bee prices and that they ſhonld ſook upon him 
og uw they had d him, Zach,12., That hee ſhould 
es or in ever deaths the third day: Pſal,r6.10, Heſ.6.3,, 
ſhould 'afcend into heaven, and fit* at the right hand 
"X his 'Fackee { in'glory and _ and like a conqueri 
PREY ling all ) Pf. ror.1,2, Aﬀl cheſs this 
whatſveyer elſe belonging rothe If Meſſoar, ace found 
_ fulfilled in-Jefus angniamvqra , And therefore NT 
lone and wet is thetrue Mf 
3 Hithetto have I ſpoken ſach circumſtances and ac- 
dents, #s did belong whro the Afefſias, concerning his incar- 
mation, birth, life, dearh; burial, relurreion, and aſcecfion in- 
to heaven, and there fiti at the righthand of his Father : 
l and alſo of hie-rcjeRion, by Jews, and the Jewiſh Nati- 
\ on:whichthings albeir they be yery wonderful,and ſufficient to 
: eltablifkizny mans beleif-in Chrift Jeſus our Lord, in whom 
they are found faichfully fulfifled : yer if we ſhall coofider 
q withall , the time of the Mefſras, his appe aring, and when he 
hould come imo the world, our faich wil be fo much the 
; more confirmed townids him, 
Dan.2.39.44  * Duaric/ the of God (who lived idle rime of the 
wn 9-9 " faeſt Monarchy) faretold that there ſhould be 'three Monar- | 
_ neofC ' chies more, andthe laſt of theſe four Monarchies RR of 
comming. all - ens Roemedmattey or Exapier)ce 
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(which was the RomanMonarc P53 che erernal kin 
| _ or Meſſer ſhould come, Kingdoak 
tons t all the world. And this this hy —Morus cry (hc 


was the Romane) namely, Ade s dx prom 
Rome Emperot.” Bur yer fetus go more ftrifty oth 


| — miner. 
of Jeruſalein ( as all met know) was build= - 


The T! 
edrwiee 3 fit dy King Salewen, which la hour _ 
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years, and then was deſtroyed by Nebwchadvex,zar - King 
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their Captivicy » Bur this ſecond Temple, for pomp. and j 
= of the Teogrlal building, was noching pt ved the \ 
fl, COeN the old men inthe book of &/arss, do refiify. EM. 3, 1 
by their weeping, when they ſaw this ſecond, and remen» Hagge,2 4: * 
bred the firff,znd which Haggew che Propher doch expreſe Hage. 25,675 | 

teflify.) And yer faith Gol by his Propher Haggens ih 3:9: '0+ 

ſame place, that after a while, the Deſired of all Nations ; 
ſhall come , and then ſhowld that ſecond. or Temple bee | 


© 
1 
DJ 
J 
2 
I 
> 
- 
&- 
HS 
S 
L 
: 
- 


er diguity » od more thercunto , than any « 
whatfoeyer, was found in the firſt Temple bulded by Sake 


dw Gorua ad cot yr at DING, a, Mis Sai tf rev ns PRpanr Win comthe 


Wy : for Chri p _ 
ſecond Terpple, 209. d 4] 
Qion cheregts, exe that |, Which. ganke I 
pal ccordiogly.: for ic ins. d oped about 4G years after 
the aſecaſionof our Saviour intq heave by Tits lanm0 V7 fe | 
| Þ4fan the Roman Emperour,. Moſt vainly. therefore do tbe | 
| ,a0y; | 

4 a an, 49) DT 

: the latter deye,ch6, Tha 

at . ,d | ; . 6, which 


- tr Adaſtz: _ 
_ Bfeſſ3 a (as both Jews and Chriſtians « expouid {t «). This 
- prophecy (0 long forerold, was reformat at the'birth of Jeſus 
Ghriſt, in the days of Herod King of 1«y, | For from che 
time that the ſcep:er was givento King David, ( who was 
] the firſt _ of the Tribe of Iudah) ;# 1d not depart from 
/ « that Tribe, but remainedalways in it, uncill” the dayes' of 
- King Herod; .in whole time, and not untill whofe time, all 


government was taken away, and clean departed from the 


| Tribe of «dab, and commitced to a firanger: and therefore 

| inthe time of Herod , was the Meſ}4s to bee born , and 
neither before nor after his time, Thatthe' Scepter or go- 

vernment was not clean taken away, or departed from the 

/  *  houſeof Judah, (afterir was onceſeted init in the erſon 

of King David) even till the days of Herod che King, 1s ey:- 

dent: for from David (who wasthe firſt King of thac Tribe) 

ay Zedechias chat died in the Captivity of Babylon, the 

re ſhewerh how allthe Kings deſcended of the houſe 

$ambed-cap. * udah : And _ the: crime 'of their captivity in 

_ Man- Babylow (which was -ſey 


Rab, Moſes hoe Jndab(whom they called Reſchgalura, Y And af- 
; al ue” cer their delivery from Baby lon, Zorobabel' was their go 
.. HY veroour of the ſame tribe, and foorhers after hint untill 
Efd. lib.r. cap. you come to the Macchabees, who were both governours 


J+ 23, Mac. lib, Jog and Prieſts, for that t wem of the mothers fide of the tribe - 


Keble: * of Judab; and by the Fathers fide of the'ttibe- of Levi, ( as 
_—_ od Rabbi form affirmeth,) and ſo from thefe” mien” down to" 
Hircams King of I»ry,who was the laſt King which was line- 
ay deforude of the houſe of David,and o the Tribe of In- 


rj or after 'Hircanus, came the” i; hog Herod  - 
toſeph. jb. 7. I meer ſtranger, whole father (as Joſeph , © Who \ ell reli 
3 & 14.01%. reporteth) was called Axtipater, abd came our of Llama: 
hee came into acquaintance and fayour with the Romans 
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fark, a- well monied man, in and fatious ) and 
partly by his ym. diligen SE > beiog_of him-" 
felf- both yrineys beaudfn), and'of ecelle 


KU. Ton _—_ 


partly by his ſaid Fathers means; (who, was, "as I ephue. 


enty years ) the Jews were al- 
wayes permitted to chuſe- unto themſelves a goyernour of the 
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qualities by which' commendatiors he came 'at -[&hgrh ts 
marry the daughter of Hircanm aforeſaid, King of Fewry., 


and by this marriage obtained of his father in law to be chef . 


governor and ruler of the Province andland-of G alle under 
him-But Hf cans afcerward in a battle againſt theParthi- 


ans, fell into their hands, and was taken and carryed priſe- . 


ner into Parthia. 

Herod then took his journy to Rowme,and there he obrai- 
ned to be created King of 7#ry,withour any title or intereſt 
in the warld:for that notorly his father in law, Hircanw, 
was then living in Parth1a, bur that alſo his yonger brother 
Ariſtobulrs,aud three of his ſons, viz. Antigonns, Alex- 
arder, and Ariſtobulus) with diyers others of the blood 
Royall in Jewry were alive allo. 


Herod then having procured by this means ts be King 7#{ph.6ib.ng. 


HO — — ——————  ——— 


of Jury, procured firlt to haye in his hands the King Hir- Anttq. 


cans, and fo put him todeath. - He brought allo to the 
fame end his younger brother eAriſtobulus, and his three 
fons likewiſe, He put ro death allo his owne wife Ma- 
riamnes, which wes King Hircanes daughter as allo Alex- 
anudra her mother, ſoon after two of his owne ſonnes, 
which he had by the ſame Mariamnes, for that they were 
of the bleod Royall of 74d: and a little after that againe, 
he put to. death his third ſon, named Artipater. He cauled 
alſo to be ſlain forty of the cheifeſt Noble men of the fame 
Tribe of Fadah. And as Phils the Jew ( who lived at the 
fame time with him) writeth, He pt to death all the 
Sanhedrin; that is, the twenty leyen Senators or Elders of 
the Tribe of Judah that ruleth the people.He kild the chicf 
ofthe ſe& of the Phariſees, He burned the genealogies of 
all the Kings.and Princes of the houſe of J#dah,and cauſed 
one Nyjealans Damaſcenus, an Hiſtoriographer, that was 
his ſeryant, to draw out. a pedegree for him and his Line, 
as though he had deſcended from the ancientKings of Jx- 
dah. He trandlated the Prieſthood and fold it to fitan- 
gers. And firally,he ſo razed,diſperſed & mangledthe houſe 
of Fudah,in ſuch.ſort, as no.one jat of government or priv- 
cipality remained therein. " —_— in the daics of this' 


Phil.1;b.de tem. 
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King Herod, and not till then was the Sceprer, that is, the 
government departed from Judah ;. and therefore then, and 
not till then, was the Meſfias to appear, according to that 
prophecy of Jacob, and ſo it came to paſſe accordingly : for 
Chriſt Jeſus the true 'and undoubted Mefſias was then 
bome, viz. inthe time of Herod King of Jewrie, In vain 
therefore do the Jewes,. or any other, look for any other 
Methias to come afterthe daye3 of that Herod, in whoſe 
time { and not before ) was the Sceprter and all principality 
and government departed utterly from the houſe of Judah ; 
and therefore in his time, and neither before nor after, was 
the Meſlias to appear and come, according to Jacobs pro- 
phecy. 

Daniel the Prophet yet goeth neererto work, and fore- 
fheweth even the very day, and time of the «day when 
the Meſlſias ſhould be ſlain for the fins of the people-for in 
the firſt yeer of Dariws, ſon of Ahaſhwerns, King of the 
Micdes, about the time of the eyening oblation,he prayed 
to his God for the people and their dfvernce, in as much 
as then he perceived that the feyenty years of their captivity 
(foretold by Jeremiah ) were now come to an end. 

So Daniel thus praying, abour that time of the evening 
Oblation,God ſent his Angell Gabr#el to fignifie and ſhew 
unto him, thar at the very beginning of his fupplications, 
the commandement came forth for the return of t people, 
from their captivity, and to build 2gain Jerufalem.; and 
ſheweth likewiſe, that as the people had-now been in the 


captivity of Babylon teventy years,and rhen were delivered 


from that their earthly bondage: ſo it ſhould come to paſſe, 


that within feyenty weeks of yeares, the Mefſas ſhould 


come, who ſhould finiſh wickednes,ſeal up fins, blot out ini- 
quity,and bring in everlaſting righteoutnefle, and be a deli- 
verer not only from the outward,but from the ſpiritual Ba- 
bylon,and hell. Egypt... _ 

The words of the Angel be theſe following: Ar the very 
beginning of thy ſwpplications, the commandement came 
forth:& I am come to ſhew thee, for tho art greatly belo- 
ved:therfore underſtand the matter,& conſider the viſion, 


Sever} 
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Seventy weeks are determined over thy people, and over 
they haly City to finiſh wickgdnes.and to ſral up fins & to 
bot out ai a06 veg to bring ineverlaſting righteouſnes, | 
to ſeal wp thewviſion & prophecy,and to anoint the Ho 1x 
os HoL188,or the Mos T Hom v.Know therefore and 
underſtand that from the giv;ng forth of the commanac- 
ment to bring again the people and to build Ieruſalemynn- 
teME SSTAHTHE PRINCE. ther ſhal be ſeven weeks 
aud three ſcore avid two weeks &c. After theſe threeſcore 
aud two weeks ſhal ME S $ 1AH be flainbut not for hin- 
ſelf, & c.He ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week, in the midſt of the week he ſhal cauſe theSacrifice 
& theOblation te ceaſe:for the beter underfiandingof which 


wards, mult be remembred, that this word Hebdomada, Expoſe rien of 


Genifying a week or ſeven, is ſometimes taken for a week of ; 
daies,that is ſeven daies; and then itis called Hebdomada 


dierum, « week of dayes; as in this prophecy of Daxie! he Dan 10.2. 


faith of himſelf that he did mourn three week s of daies. 


Bur at ochertimes it fignifteth the ſpace of ſeven years, and Levit.25. 3. Of 


that is called Heb domada arnarum, a week of years, as in 


cp.2%, © «fbi 


Levit.25-8.where it is ſaid, 7 how ſhalt number unto thee —_ 


ſeven weeks of years, that is, ſeven times ſeven years, 
which make Le aud nine years. OY 

. Now, itis molt certaine that theſe ſeventy weekes are 
to be underſtood of weeks of years, and nor of dayes, for 
that even by the Jewes owne confeſſion, as alſo by the 
bookes of E/dras 1tis manifeſt, that the. Temple and Jeru- 
ſalem were yeares in building before they were fi- 
niſhed. Thele ſeventy weekes of years therefore are ſe- 
ven tumes leyenty-;years, which makes in a ſumme totall, 
foure huudred aid ninty_ yeares, within which time the 
Methas ſhould. beeflaine : for from the going forth of che- 
commandement to bring the [people backe againe, and 
to build Jeruſalem ( which commandement went forth 
at the Degiraing of his ſupplications ; which were the firſt 
year of Dari, asthe Text ſheweth }) unto thetime thar 
Meſſiah the. Prince was anointed to preach the King- 
dome of GOD, which, was after his baptiſme,when he 
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begaa'to be abon;, thirty years of age ) there muſt be feyea 
weeks, and rn re Le ewo Th that is, forty and 
nine weeks which m_ _ hundred, fourſcore, and 
three yeers:which number of yeers being ri ACCOUR® 
red oa that time of RR ——— — — Armand 
went forth, are fully accompliſhed in the fifteenth yeare of 
Tiberius Ceſar, at which time Chriſt Jeſus was baptized 
and-anointed by the ſpirit of God, diſcending down 
him in the form of a Dove, a voyce alſo being heard from 
nts Yn is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed. 

Yer is there one week more to make up the number of 
ſeventy, in the midſt of which week the Mefſias ſhould be 
 Mlaine,whichcameto paſle accordingly ; for in the midſt of 
* that week, that is about three years and a halfe after Chrifts 
baptiſm,Chriſt Jeſus the crue Mefſias was put to death,and 
dyed for our fins,which was in the eighteenth year of T:be- 
114 Ceſar. ln vain therefore do the Jews or any other look 
for another Meſfias to come;after the days of that T #ber ines} 
Ceſar,the Roman Emperour. | 
Platm. 89. 4. The.Scriptures do ſhew that the Metſias ſhould come- 
> Kings 7, Of the ſeed of David. according tothe wordsof God, I 
1 Chron. 22. have ſworn untoDavid my ſervant, I wil prepare thy ſeed 
tor ever; and will baild up thy ſeate to all generations, 
which cannot be appiied to King Solomon his ſon(as the lat- 
ter Jewes apply it: for theſe words;that his King dom ſhall 
ſtand for ever, and for all eternity cannot be verified in So- 
lomon, whoſe earthly Kingdome was rent and torn in pee- 
ces ſireight after his death by Jeroboham,and*nor long after 
2 it were extinguiſhed :. neithercan-they/be underſtood of 
any terreſliall King : but they muſt needs be underftood of 
2 ercrnall King, which ſhould come of Davids ſeed. T he 
promiſe then made to David forChriſt to come ofhis ſeed 
1 again repeated after his death by: many Prophets,and con- 
Ter.23.6.8&c.& fumed by God: as in ; ans when God uſerh- theſc 
3.3-ble. words; Behold the dayes come on;that I will raiſe up un- 
EY to David a juſt ſeed, and he ſhal reign a King, «nd ſhall 
be. wiſe; and ſhall dee judgement and juſtice ch 
earth, 
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ter h, and in his daies ſhal Jada be ſaved, and Wael ſhel 
dwel confidently, and this is the name that menſhal call 
him;Onr juſt God. Allthis was ſpoken of David above four 
hundred years after David wis dead: which proveth mani- 
fetHy that the promiſes 2nd' ſpeeches were not made unts 
Kirg David, for Solomon his Son,nor for any other tempo- 
rall King of Davids line, bur for Chtiſt, who was particu- 
larly called the Son of David : for that David was the firſt 
Kirg of the Tribe of Judah, andnot only was Chrifts pro-_ 
gerror inthe fleſtr, but alſo did wee A type and figure 
in many other things. For which cauſe' likewiſe in Ezetrie/ 


Gods Arrow againſt 'Atheifts. ps 17 


( who lived aboutthe ſame time that Jeremiah did) the Reo 34 3 


Mefſtas is called by the name of David himſelfe: for thus 
faith God at that time to Exzekie! - 1 will ſave my flocke, 
neither ſhall they any longer be left to the fpoil:+ Imill ſet 
ever them a ſhepheard and he ſhall feed themgven David 

my ſervart, he ſhall feed them, and be ſhall be their ſhep- 
heard, & I willbe their God,and my ſervant Dwid ſhall 

be their Prince, In which words, not 'only we chat” arc 
Chviſtiars, but the latter Fewer allo themſelves do confefle 
inthe Talmud, that their Meffias' is called D avid, for 
that he was to deſcend of his ſeed. 

Now then letus ſee whether Jeſus -Chriſt our Lord did 
come of the ſeed of David, as was fore-told the Meffias 
ſhould. Ir is plaine that he did, for never any man doubted 
or denied but that Jeſus was direMly of the tribe of Fudah, 
and deſcended lineally, by his mother, of the only houſe of 
David ( as was fore-told he ſhould : ) which is confirmed 
moſt clearly by the two ge: calog es & eprecs ſet down Lyke 3; 
by Saint Matthew and Saint L»ke, of the þlefled Virgins Marth. «, 
whoſe deſcerit fromD avid and Foſeph,that was of the fame 
tribe and kiudred with hersfor according to the Law of the 
Jews, they ufed to manty in their owne tribe. And therefore 
the Evangelifts ſhewing the line of Joſeph, doe thereby al- 
ſo dedare the lineage and ſtock of Afary, ( the Mother of 

| Jeſus) as being a thing then tufficiently knowa unto all, 
though they ſpake no more. 

, Secondly, it is confirmed by their repairing unto Beth- 

B 3 lehens 
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lebem( when commandement was given by Auguſt us ("4- 

ſar, that every oae ſhould repair to the. head City of their 
Tribe and family,to be _ or ſeſled for their tribute)for 

by their goirg thither it is ſhewed, that they were' both of _ 
the lincage of David,in as muchas Beth/ebem was the pro- 

per City only of them that were of the houſe and lineage of 
David, for that King David was born therein. 

Thirdly it may appear by this, for that the Jewes who 
fought out ali exceptions they. could againſt 'him, yet never 
excepted this, nor alledged againſt hum,that he was not of 
the houlte of Juda, nor of the houſe of David : which they 
would never have omitted, if they might haye done it with 


| any colour:for ſuch a ſpeech ( if it could truly have bin tpo- 


-Tal. traff, $4, 
6:p. Higmar, 
Rom.1. 3, 4. 


 chas (and (o it is indeed) that a Virgia ſh 


Rab. Sim. Ee! 
Fobaign cþ. 2. 
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ken)would cafily have convinced our Jeſus'not to be the 
true Mijhias. Bur it appcareth they never doubted of this. 
Yea, I adde further, that it remaineth regiſtred in the Jews 
Talmud it ſelf, that ſeſus 6f Nazareth crucified was of the 
bloud Royall, from Zerubbabel of the houſe of David. 
Wherwith agrecth that ſaying of Pax/ the Apoſtle, where 
he teſtificth thus ; Jeſs: 7 hrift was borne of the ſeed of 
David according to the fleſh, thaugh he were alſs the Son 
of God in power, according to the ſpirit of Santtification. 
5 T hat the Mother of Jeſus was a Virgin, is plentifully 
reſtified by the Evangeliſts: and that ſo che Meſſas Mother 
ſhould be, the Scriptures ofthe Jews do ſufficiertly ſhew. 
For in Eſa 7. 14- it is told as a ſtrange thing to King A- 
ould conceive and 
bring forth a Sonne, and they ſhould call his name Ema- 
zsel, that is, God with #s. Which could not be ſtrange, if 
the Hebrew word in that place did ſignifi only a young 
woman ( as ſome later Rabines doe affirme ) for that is uo 
ftrange or new thing, but common and ordinary for young 
women to cor.ceive ard beare children : Wherefore the 
Septuagint doe rightly tranſlate the word Partheros, 
which properly and fully fignificth a Virgin, and fo did allo 
the-Elder Jews underſtand it,as Rabbi Simeon wel voretts 
And Rabbi Moſes Hadarſan ( of fmngular credit among 
the 7ewes)upon theſe words of the Plalm; Truth he, = 
| ort 
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forths of the earth, faith, that it is nor ſard, Truth ſhall be Kev. Moſes. 
ingendredof the eerth,burT ruth tal bad forth to ſignifie ey -;F 
thereby,that the:Mefſſias(who is meant by the word rrath ) A; 

Qhalt not be. begotten as other menin carnall copulation: ,,, 14 
he allp citeth Rebbs Berechins to be of the ſame opinion ? ;1 Gen.z 3.246. 
and finally Rabbi H acadoſch proveth by art CabaliſticallHeced. ad queſt: 
out of many places of Scripture, not onely that the mother 3 .5n Eſa: cap: 9. 
ofthe Meſſias ſhall be a Virgin, but alſo that her name hallf7” os 
be Mary:Like as allo the fame Rabbi Hacadoſeh proveth 9TH 

by the tame art out of many Texts of Scripture, that the 

Meſſias name at his comming ſhall be Jelus. Ard that the 

mother of the Meflias ſhould be a Virgin, ma further ap- | 

pear inthe prophecy of Jeremiah, where God ſaith, / wift )er- 31:22. 
works 4 new thing upon ear th,a womanſhall inviron or in- 

cloſe a man: which were no new thing, but uſuall and won- 

red, except he underſiood of a Virgin that ſhould beare a 

childes 

. 6 Now becauſe Chriſt Jeſus by the wonderfull workes 

and ſurpaſſing miracles which he did, being ſuch as-no 

man could doe ( if he had been but-a bare man) as allo by 

his heavenly do&trine, words, and deeds, did declare him- 

ſelfe ro be the Sonne of God, fent from the baſome of his 

Father, ' let us alloas we. have found the Meſſias: to. be 

man, fo feaxch whether he ought not to. be God alſo, 'The _ = 

facred Scriptures of the Jeyes give anſwer, that. be ought ©? 77 4 

to be Godallo, and fo to be both: God and 'man.; Which 

thing is ſignified by the Prophet Eſay, when he ſaith : They £7 5 * 
ſhall cal his name Emanuel, which #« by interpretation,God 

with #4. Againgtheſame Eſay teſtifieth, thar:chey ſhall call 

his name order fulk,connfeller; the mighty Go the ever- PL 
laſtingFather,the prince of peace, Again by Eſay he.is cal- _y d as 

led the z(ſue of the LS alſo the fruit of the earth,ts 

ſgnifie him to be both the Son ofGod,cnd the Son of man» 

And Jeremiah the Prophet doth teſtifie of him,rharbeſhal 15 

be called the righteous God,or Gad our righteaufoes, A a... 
God himſelf faith of him, Thow art my f. this day awe Pal.r:5: So 
1 begotten thee. And David proveth him plainly.to beth * * 
Donne of God ; for PW ſhould come —_ 
TRE 4 &< 


Din: 2.44, 


Mich. 4.5. 
Pſal. 2, 
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ſced as touching the fleſh, yet doth he alſo call him his Lord, 


laying thus: The Lerd ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou at my 


right hand till I make thine enemies thy foorſtovle. Sit 


- David calleth him þ# Lord, it is manifeft that he maketh 


him not onely to be man. but God alfo,eyen the ſon of God, 
the ſecond perſon inthe Trinity. This marter is teſtified 
almoſt eyery where in the Scripture of the Jewes, and 
there-fore I nced no further to amplifie. | 
7 Yet becauſe the Jewes do look for the Mefſias to be 
a terreſtrial] King which ſhould reign in Fewrie and fub- 
due all their enemies with his tercefiriall power and force : 
wherein how groſlely they erre, as the premiſes do partly 
ſhew, ſo is it not imperrinent here to ſpeakeſomeyhar ro 
convince their ſo groſſe-an opinion. For firſt, the time is 
long ago wherein the Meſfias ſhould come, and yer 
no ſuch terreftriall King as they dream of, hath been reign- 
10g in Jewry: and theretore yery experience and none 
of the times might teach1themto abandon ſofooliſh a con- 
ceit, Daniel calls him the eternall King. Micah faith, 
he ſhall yeigne for ever, which cannot be fuppoſed of an 
catthly Kingdom. Again, Aske of me (faith God to his 
Son the Meſſias ) ard 1 will give unto thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the nttermoſt part of the world 
for thy poſſeſſion. Which words do ſhew, that the Meffias 
ſhould be an univerſal King,to rule not only over the Jewes, 
but oyer the Gentiles alſo,cven over'allthe world. Againe, 
it is faid,that he ſhall indare with the Sun, and before the 
Moon from gemration to generation, he ſhalt reigne from 
Seato Scauttts theend of the world: All Kings ſhal adore 
him, and all nat icns ſhall-ſerve hims;all tribes of the earth 
faall be bleſſed in him, and al nations ſhall magnifie him. 
And it was told Abraham, that in his feed (that is; in the 
Meſſias which ſhould come of his feed ) all Natjons ef the 
earth ſhould be blefled : how then; ſhould he overtbrow 
any Nationfor-the Jewes take (' as they dreaine } when all 
Nations were to receive their bleſimes from him?In the pro- 
phecy of Eſay, the commiſſion of God his Father unto him 
5 thus ſet down; Ht i tov litre rhat thou be nitome nſir- 
| vant. 
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vant to raiſe up the tyibos s Jacob, £0 Convert Hilo me 
the preſerved of Wrael: Behold I have appointed thee alſo 
to be a light #nto the Gentiles, that thou be my ſalvaticn 


unto the mtrermoſt parts of the earth. Everywhere almoft 


it is teſtified; that the- Gemriles ſhould have every way as 


much intereſt in the -Mefhias as the Fews, and ſhould be as/ 
beneftciall unto them: 'The Meſltas therefore, though he be: 


termed a Kifs,and is1o indeed, yer is to beſuppoled a {pi- 
rituatand erermal King (as-the Propherts-dedare him) for ir 
istoochildiſh and fond to imagine hifn to be an earthly 
King, which ſhould reigh only in F#dea, and bea great and 
mighty terreſtciall conguerer: Doth not Zachary (as tou-, 
ching his eſtare in this: porn ; _ F5: I PR — 

oorety; riding upon an Dot ot. Ef&Flay>that in this 
ooh e be, man deſpifed;abject; ad fue repu- 


tation? Doth not Daxie/expre(l lay, that he ſhould come P22 9: 


to be ſlaine, that with his facrifice he might take away fin, 


and ceafe all-other ſacrifices? Dorh nor Zat hary fay, chat Zach, 12, 


they (hould look upon him afeeri they had pigrtrd or cr 


cified/him ? And doth not the Propher Efay lay of higa,thit E'3y 53, 
Fa genrp-e4 ; ſhould be 


he gave hisſoule an offering for | c ) 
kdas a ſheep to the {anghter, and as aLambe'dumb be- 
fore his ſhearer, ſo-opened* he-not his mouhi2 Where 
then is his pompe; wheri: he wasto be: poore 2. where was 
his carthly honour; yhen he was tobe 2bje&t and of no- re- 
tation ? Where was his worldly: conqueſt, wiaen he was 
imſelfe to be line * Where” ſhould his fleſily refrRance 
be, when hewas-notfo mach as-rs offer: it yex when his 
enemies were to leade- him to-deaths az: the « to the 
flaughter, and asa Lamb dumb'before his {hearer,vot.ope- 
ning his mouth-to fave himſelf ? Yea how-ſhould the Zows 
think (if they would throughly conſider ) that the. Meſsias. 
ſhould befuch a one as they e of, when they were the 
men that ſhonld purſue him w death, aud - whom. they 
ſhould look upon when they had pierced himv#-. 1 
Thefe things which-have been- ſpoken ( chough-m very 
brief andphine ſort are;/Inuft, ſuſficiene ro comme the- 
 Femes,chat our Lord and Saviour-Feſus Chrilt is thar _ 
IA £ 


| en 


Z:char. 9g, 


Ey 53- 
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|| ef the woman which ſhould breake the Serpents head, 
which deceived Adam and Eve our firlt parents; and he in 
| ,; whomall the Nations of the earth ſhould be blefled .and is 
Ekcilt the true iN all points che yery true.certaine,and undoubted Meſſias, 
Meſſiab, Ergo, which was fore-promiled and fore-told- by their Prophets : 
Chriſtian Re- for all things which were fore-told of the Meflias, doe fitly, 
_— 7 fully, and only agree to him, and tono other. And there- 
_ fore I conclude: againdt them, that the: Chriſtian religion 
which we orofelſe and which we hold derived tous from 
that Chriſt the true Meſs1as (the author thereof) is the only 

true religion which is acceptable ro God. 


1.1; GHIA BME: > ol 
Wherein ts ſhewed, that the (hriſtian Religion is the 
only true Religion, againſt the Gentiles, and all Infi- 


dels of the world. 


_ — >= JJ IQ RS Hat there 48 aGod, the Heathen have evyer- 
—_ "oe a SDA more confeſſed, that there is but one God 


Plaro Eyiſt, 13. & $1 ' (asthe. Chriſtian Religion holdeth allthe 
a1Dinif * OFJOES teamed for ofthe Heachen Philophers 
Plotin.Enice QA have acknowledged : for howloever they 
Som - ">.T difſembled/ar-ſometimes,.and applied ther.ſelyes outwardly 
"wy ; : "4 #7. co the crrour'of the yulgarſorts innaming of Gods,yet ſure- 
Perph, /ib, 2. dely they never ſpake'of moe then of one God. Which thing 
; fbſt. &+ lib. de may appeare by Plato in an Epiltle which he writeth unto 
Eros, Dianſins King of Sicily, wherein he giveth him a figne 
Sc 4;9H when he ſpake in jeft, and when. in eameſt : Zinc liſees 
lib. de Anima ##[cribam ego ſerio necne : cum ſerio, ordior Epiſtolam 
& den. 1, 31.' #6 uno Deo: cum ſec, k. pluribrs, Hereby ( faithhe ) 
42. 55» you ſhall know whether I write im earneſt or zot : tor' 
when I write in carneſt, I begin my letter with one God: 

& when I write not in earneſt, I do begin my letter in the 

name of many Gods. And three of the moſt leamed that 

ever profeſſed the Platonick Sect, Plot inns, Porphyrins,and 

Proc{us,do allteftifie'& prove in divers parts of their works 

(being themſelves but heathens) that both themſelyes, and 

their Maſter P/ato, never beleeyed indeed but one God. 

| _ | = Os Ariftotle 
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Ariſt otle that enſued Plato, and began the Sect of the 44h. 1ib. de 
Peripateticks, though he were a man ſo much giyen to the 747. 


ſearch of nature,as that ſometime he ſeemed to forgetGod, 
the Authour of Nature ; yet in his old age, when he wrote | 
the Booke of the World, he reſolverh the matter more 
clearly, acknowledging allo one God ; and faith more- 
over in the ſame place, that the mulcitude of gods was in- 
yented to expreſlethe power of this one God. by the multi- 
tude of his Miniſters. Whereby dorh appeare, that belike 
the fooliſher fort.of Heathens did imagine .of God as of 
earthly Princes : for they ſaw that every carthly Prince had 
a great many men Miniſters, otherwiſe called ſervants, and 
attendants upon him,thereby to declare and ſhew his pow- 
er, his magnficence, and high honour ; and therefore they 
thought likewiſe, that the great and high God could not be 
ſufficiently conceived of, except it were ſuppoſed that hee 
had a great number of inferiour gods waitirg and attendir g 
upon him, in like ſort to ſhew his greatneſle and magnifi- 


cence. This opinion of their Maſter conceming one God, vie; 5h 

T heophraſt us and eM; phrodiſens, two princi all Peripate- be Hy = bk 

ticks, doe confirme atlarge. Aphro, lib. de 
Zeno, the chiefe and Father of all the Stoicks was wont provi1. 


to lay (as Ariſtotle himſelf reporteth)that eirher one God, 
or 0 God, Which opinion. of one. God, is averted every 
where by Plutarch and Sexeca,. two moſt excellent wrii- 
ters, as reat admirers of the Stoick ſeyerity. And be- 
fore them by Epifterms, a man of fimgular account in that 
$e&, whole words were eſteemed Oracles ; Dicendum 
ante omnia; unum eſſe Denum, omniaregere, omnibus pro- 
videre.: Beforcall things ( ſaich he ) we muſt affirme that 
there is one God, and that this God gove:neth all, and harh 
providence over all. | 

As for the Academicks, although their uſage was to 
doubt and diſpute eyery thing, as Cicero ſeemer 
his diſcourſe concerning the gods ; yet at laſt he conclu- 


to do in Ceo lib.dene- 
turs Deov. Aus» 
leics Aleg. & 


derth in this point with the Stoicks, who beleeved one God. 
And as for Socrates,who was the Father and founder of the Socrae, 


. Academick Sect ( and who was judged by the Oracle of 
| I | Fpolls 


ww 7, <-o 


Apolls to be the wiſtſt man in all Greece ) the world doth 
Know that he was pur to death forjeftirg at the multitude 
of Gods, atrTOre the Gertiles. 

Vide apud Plu- Allthele four SeQs of Philoſophers rhen ( who in their 

arch de pldcit. time bare the credit of learning) made (as we ſee) profelli- 

Phileſ. Trijmeg. gn of one God,when they came to i{peake as they thought. 

#n ſeman. & in 8 Mt . Q 

Hſclep, * Andyetifwewill aſcend up higher to the dayes before 

thele Sets began,that is,to Prthagoras,and Architas Ta- 

rentin 4 ,and before them againe to Iſercnrim Triſmegi- 
ff s,that was the firſt parent of Philofophy to the Xgypri- 
ans, we ſhall finde them ſo plaine and retolute herein, - as 
none can be more. Tt is true that the Heathen did honour 

{uch men as were famous (cither for their valiant aQts;their 

ſingular invention inmatters, their good turnes to others, or 

their own rare gifts and qualities aboye others ) with the 
title of gods, Yar et they beleeyed not that thoſe men 
were gods :yea they knewthem to be no other then mortall 

Trifm.in men, which thing Triſaregiſt ſheweth, when he faith ; 

= =p 7 nay Dems non nature ratione, 7d honoris cauſa nominamus : 

in Aſclep.c.26, Wename them gods, not in refpe& of their natures, bur for 

&c. honours ſake, That is, we call them gods, not for that we 
thinke them to be ſo,but becauſe under that title, we would 
honour ſome famous a&ts,or rare parts and qualities which 

- .__ were inthem. (cereo likewiſe teftifieth the ſame in theſe 

Cicero bis opi- vords: The life of man(Laith he)and common cuſtom, have 


nion concern- 
ing the gods 
of the Pa;nims ſuch men 4s for their good turns are accounted excellent; 


and hereof it commeth,that Hercales,Caftor,& Pollnx, 

Perſeus, his 0-" o/E (clapites, and Liber (which were but men) are now 
"py Herod. reckoned for gods, Perſeus likewiſe Zenoes Schollerteftifi= 
__ eth the ſame. And therefore did the'Greciars truly thinke, 

who {( as Herodotus reporterh) thought that their gods 


( whomthey ſo called ) were no otherar firſt then mortall 


men, & ſo is the common opinion of all. And whenmen and 
women that were famous, excellent, and _— others, 
dyed ; becauſe the memory of them ſhould not dye with 
them, but remaine as preſidents to follow, or as perſons to 


be admired at : thoſe that were living could not be con- 
tent 


now received to lift up to heavenly fame and good will 


XUN 


Gods eArrow againſt Atheiſts. 
rentto honour them with the title of gods and goddefles , 
but alſo. would needs have their pictures or Emages 
drayne, and ſet up fome where for poſterity to behold. 


Hereof it came, that they after a while began ( as mans The beg inning of 
naturall corrupt inclination is too prone that way:) to give-1dolazry. 


: honour, and to doe reverence unto them : andnot-fo con- 
tented , they proceeded further, and builded Altars and 
Temples unto them, and at length conſecrated Prieſts and. 


appointed certain Rites, Ceremonies, and Sacrifices to be 


done there. The Devill hereupon taking occaſion and fic 
opportunity, (purpoling- alwayes to ſeduce the world, and 
to hold them inercourfo far forth as. he might) entered at 
laſt into thoſe Alrars-(which were dedicated to thoſe men) 
and under the names of thoſe men, made way.to have him- 
ſelfe worſhipped: (inſtead of the rrue God.) Forxrue it is. 


which the ſacred Plalm witnefleth ; That the Gemtiles fa- Dial. 10g. 
crificed their ſons and daughters unto Devils, And which * Cor.10,20.. 


Pas! ſaith, that whatſoever the Gentiles offer they offer 
#nto devils,. and not to God.. Forthe Devils being entred 
into thoſe Aftars;receiyed their-ſacrifices offered:to them,be-- 
ing glad th:y had them in ſuch a predicament : and becauſe 
their deluſion ſhould be: the trooger, under the names of 
thoſe men they would. yecld forth anſwers to fach as came 
to demandany-queſtions of: them, and thoſe.their anſwers 
were written by their Prieſts, and called Otacles :: and with 
ſuch {leights thoſe devilliſh ſpirits bewirched the world , 
and deceryed them, Of which their Oracles, more ſhall be 


ſpoken hereafrer,But here firft | make this argument againſt - 


them. 
T hey which (howſoever ignorantly) worſhip devils,are : 

far from the true Religion: this is phin.”. 

- But the.G emiles worſhipped devils : Ergo,&c- .. . 

Thar. the Gentiles worſhipped devills ( not God ) may - 
appear, firlt by this: reaſon, for.that, thole their gods al-- 
lowed (yea required ) not beaſts; but , men to.be ({acnficed - 
unto them, delighting themſelves in ſuch infinite nwrthers - 
and man-{laughters, as were molt cruell and unnatural fhe- - 
nifying themlclyes to be thereby. appealed, wherein God, 
is . 
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Polyd.de.In v1, is moſt ditfleaſed. For (as Polidor Virgil hath colleed) 
Ub. 5.64p:8. the people of Rhodes ſacrificed a manto Satwrne. Inthe 

Iſland Salamis,a man was facrificed to Agrapala.To Dio- 
medesin the Temple of Pallas,a man was offered,who be- 
ing thrice led about the Altar by young men, was ar laſt by 
the Prieſt runne thorow with a ſpeare, and put 1nto the 
fire and burnt. Among the people of Cyprus, Tewcrus ſa- 
crificed humaine ſacrifice unto Fwpiter , and left the ſame to 
poſterity to follow. To: Diza likewiſe humain ſacrifices 
were offered. The bke was done to Heſws and Teutates . 
Amongſt the Egyptians, .three men a day which were 
ſought out (ifrhey were clean) were ſacrificed ta Juno. 
Amongſt the Lacedzmonians they were wont to ſacrifice 
a man to Afars.. Fhe Phenicians in the calamitous times 
of Warreand Peſtilence, were wont to ſacrifice unto 5 4- 
txrne, their deareſt friends.The people called Cwetz {acri- 
ficed childrenunto Satzrz,At Laodiceaa Virgin was facri- 
ficed to Pallas. And amongſt the Arabians, every year 
a-child was ſacrificed and buryed under the Altar. ' Alſo 
the Thracians, Scythians, the Carthagenians, and almoſt 
all the Grecians Na eooang when they were to poe to 
Warre ) facrificeda man. All barbarous Nations have 
done the like : yea, the Frenchmen and Germans ; yea, 
the Romans themſelves did the like ſacrifice, as namely, 
ro Satwrne in Italy, a man was ſacrificed at the Altar : 
and not onely ſo, but he was alſo to be caſt down from a 
| bridoe mto the river Tyber,Dionyſ61u54 Halicarnaſſeus wii- 
Dionyſ Balicay, th, that Jupiter and Apollo were maryelous. angry, for 
x Artig, \ that the tenth part of men were not ſacrificed unto them, 
' antitherefore ſought they: revenge. upon Italy. Diogderrs 
reporteth, that the Carthiginians when they were oyer- 
| come of Agathocles King of the Sicilians, thought their 
gods to be angry with them;and therefore-to apygeate them, 
{3crificed untothem two-hundred of the Noble mens ſonnes 
ata time. -O' monſtrous cruelry ! Who then .can poflibly 
be petſwaded otherwiſe, bur that thefe gods of the Gen- 
tiles (which they thus worſhippedand ſacrificed unto) were 
meer deyills, conſidering that fuch monſtrous, unkind, and 


unna-” 
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nogaturall laughters of men (which mult needs offend 
God the more |) were the-appeaſments of their arger and 
wrath ? 

Again, theſe gods of the Gentiles were not onely well 
_ with the (acrifices of the blood of men,burt allo wel 
tked and allowed of fornication, adulteries, and all un- 
cleannefle : for at Alexandria the Image of Saturn was 
moſt deyoutly worſhipped, whole Priett 7 y2a:2-u5 by 
name,brought certain Matrons ofthe City,which he had ſe- 
leed out unto that Image or Idol,as being ſent for by their 
god ; andthere when the lights were pur out, had to doe 


with them in the name of that their god. _ Alſo among the pgjy4:4e invent. 
Naſawones it was the cuſtom that the Bride the. firſt night !ib:5.cap.8. 


after her marriage ſhould lye with all the gueſts, in honour 

of the goddefle Yer. I therefore conclude, that thoſe gods 

of the (zentiles which deliohred in the hagnn of men,and 

likewiſe, in their fikhineſle and uncleannefle, muſt needs be 
devils : for the kind and righteous God can abide none of 
theſe things: as any mans own reafon,ſenſe and underſtand-- 
Ing may teachthem, 

' 2 Another Argument to prove that gods: of the Gen-- 
tiles were Devils, is this ; becauſe the Oracles which they. 
cave forth in matters meerly contingent, were either falle, 

or elſe ſo ambiguous and uncertain , as that they were de-- 
ceitfull, and therefore could not come from God, but from . 
the devill. This falſhood and deceitfullnefle oftheirOtacles, 


Porphyry himſelf, the great Patron of Paganiſme, teſtifierh Porpby lib.'de 


in a {peciall book of the anſwers of the ods,wherein he pro- 
teſſerh thar he hath gathered truly kl addition or de- 
traction, the Oracle that were moſt famous before his time 
with the falle and uncertain eyent thereof, in conſidera- 
tion of which event, he ſerteth down his owne judgement - 
of their power in predition after this manner : The. 
gods doe foretell fe 0720 vaturall things to Come, for that £ 
they obſerve the order of their naturall cauſes : but in 
things which are contingent,or do depend upon mans wil, 
they bave but con'etures:only in that by their ſulbtultye- 
celerity they prevent 15:hut yet they oftentimes lie, de- 
CEXVE-: 


reſpouſ. oracut, . 
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ceive #4 in both kinds;for that as natural thing; are va- 


riable, ſo mans will is much more mutable. Thus far Por- 

Phyrie,of the prophecies of his gods : whereunto agreeth a- 

Osn0924s de mother Heathen a the Grecians, named Ocnomans , 
falſztate _ -who forthat he had been much delighted with Orades » 
Fail = lefe and more deceived, wrote allo a ſpecial book inthe end, of 
- their falſhoods and lies;and yer ſheweth;that in many things 

wherein they were deceived, it was not eaſie to conyince 

chem of open falſhood, for that (cunningy) they would in- 

volve rheir anſwers(of purpole)with fuch obſcucities,xqui- 

yocations, amphibologics,and doubtfulneſſe,as that always 

they woald kave themlielyes a.comer wherein to fave their 

credits. As for example, when Cre&ſ# that famous and 

rich King of Lydia, confulted with the Oracle of Apollo , 

whether he ſhould make war againſt the Perſians,and there- 

by obtain their Empire ; the Oracle gave anſwer thus : If 

C'y ſts without fear ſhall paſſe over Halys, (which was a 

river that lay between him and Perſia) he ſhall bring to con- 

fuſion a great and rich Kiugdome. Upon which words 

Croſs paſſed over his Army,in hope to get Perſia: but he 

loft Lydia his own Kingdom,and was deceived by that un- 

certain Oracle, 

Like anfwer gave the Oracle of Apollo to Pyrrhay King 

of Epirus, demanding whether he ſhould proſper in the 
war againſt the Romans:for it was delivered in theſe words; 
Aio te e/Eacida Romanos vixcere poſſe : Ilay that the fon 
of e/Zarus the Romans may overcome. Upon which Oracle 
Pjrrhs the ſon of ZE acus thinking to be the conqueror, 
was himlelfe yanquiſhed by the Romans, 

A number more ſuch Oracles there were, wherewith the 
world was decciyed, that truſted them': but I need not 
xecite them ; for ( as it appeareth) the Oracles and anfwers 
which their wicked Spirits gave forth in matters future 
and meerly contingent, were fuch as might be taken and 
conſtrued two waies : and therefore their worſhippers ( if 
they had been wiſe to have noted their cunning and de- 
ceittull anſwers, containing no certainty at all) they had 
been as good neyer to come at them to enquize of avy 

Fr) mat= 
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matter future - for they had ſuch > ya mg as 
whereby they might remaine as doubrfull, and as unreſol- 
ved as they were- at firſt, and ſo depart home/as wiſe as 
ey came, or rather more fools then when they went, But 
what might be the reaſon why theſe Devils;or devilliſh ſpi- 
rits, gaveno cettaine anſwers to their worſhippers in thele 
matters future, whereof chey were demanded ? 
The reaſon is manifeſt :for no doubt they. would if they . 
could ; that fo their credit might have been the mote. But 
ic was a thing not in their power, but only reſerved unto 
God, to know and fore-tell certainly the things that are to 
cone : for herein God proyoketh all the gods of the Gen» 
tiles to make triall and experience ofrheir power, in theſe 
wotds : Declare anto mus (Eich he) whar ſhall enſue here- Elay 4+ 23. 
after, and thereby we ſhall know that ye are gods indeed. 
Which ſheweth, thatthe certaine- foreerelling of things fu- 
ture, doth manifeſt a Divine power, whereof theſe deviliſh 
ſpirits are not partakers : for had theſe wicked ſpirits ſuch 2 
power in them, as certainly to know andfore-tell ſuch things 
as were to come z' out of all doubt they would: then have 
iven ſuch certaine, plaine, and undoubted Oracles and an- 
wers in this behalfe, as would have purchaſed them eyer- 
laſting credit inall the world. But now the falſhood and un- 
certainty and deceitfulnefſe of them, have got them juſtly 
perpetuall dilcredit in all the world, and manifeſted them 
to be no better then lying ſpirits, whole worſhippers were 
miſerably deluded by them ; as eyen the Heathen them- 
=—_ have teſtified. 9 | 
ving thus briefly, yet1. truſt ſufficiently,* diſproved 
the che ofthe Gentths! as being a _— falſe, 
lying, and dgceirfull religion, having in it no certainty at 
whereupon men might reſt, or aflure themſelves ; it re- 
maineth now that I ſhew and prove againſt them the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion ; which we profefſe. Where 
the firſtargument, to ſhew the powerfull and'undoubred 
truth thereof, ſhall be this : namely, the confeſſion 'of the 
gods of the Gentiles, that is, of Devils and helliſh Spirits 
themſelyes , who haye NT” RW thereof, w_ to 
cir 
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| theit owne worſhippers, eſpecially when the: time of Chriſt 


his appearing in the world (who ſhould be the hight of the 
Gentiles) drew neare and approached. For the /manifeltati- 
en whereof, two Oracles of Apollo may ſuffice ;- the one 
whereof was to a Prieſt of his own that demanded him of 
true religion, and of God ; to- whom he anfwered thus in 
Greek : O thou unhappy Prieſt, why doeſt thou acke me of 


Suides in Thats God that is the Father of all things, and of this moſt re- 
& Porphyr. & mowned Kings dear and only Son,and of the Spirit that 
Plas de 614017, comaineth all? &c. Alas,that fpirit will enforce me ſhortly 


Suidas in vita 
Auguſt:. 

Niezjb, 13. 1. 
bift, cap. 17. 


ts leave this habitation and place of Oracles. The other 
Oracle was to Anuguftts ('eſar, even about the very time 
that Chriſt was ready ro appeare in the fleſh : For the ſaid 
Emperor now drawing to age, would needs go to De/phos, 
and there learn of Apollo who ſhould reign after him, and 
what ſhould become of things when he was dead. Apollo 
for a great while would make no. anſwer, notwithſtanding 
Auguft had been very liberall in making the gceat facri- 
fice called Hecatombe:but in the end, when the Emperour 
began to iterate his ſacrifice, and to be inftant for an anſiwer, 
Apollo (as it were enforced to ſpeake ) uttered theſe ſtrange 
words unto him: A» Hebrew childe that ruleth over the 
bleſſed gods, commandeth me to leave this habitation,and 
ont of 20s ro get meto Hel, But yet doe thou depart in 
ſilence from our Altars. Thus it appeareth : that this He- 
brew childe{ which is our Chrift Jeſus ) hath power oyer 
the gods of the Gentiles, to command them unto hell, from 
whence they came, to enjoyne them filence, and to remove 
them from their habitations : and therefore the Religion of - 
this powerfull Jeſus (whereof he is the author) muſt needs, 
even by the acknowledgement of the Devils themlſclyes 
( whom he doth command ) be the true religion. 


3 Another argument of the Divinity and truth thereof 


is this : namely, that it hath remoyed by the puiſlari force 
thereof, allthe gods of the Gentiles, in deſpight of them, 
ceaicd their Orades, and driven them cleane out of the 
earth, ſe that now they are no where to'be found; And ſo 
is was foresold by the Prophets,thatChriſt (when he came ) 

j Attenuabit 


XUM 
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"Attennabit omnest Deos terre, ſhal weare out all the gods 


of the earth. T he truth whereof, all the world doth now ſee Seb. 2. 


clearly to be certaine and undoubted by the event. 


The Oracles and anſwers of theſe gods, eyen in C iceroes 
time (as (icero himſelfe witnefſeth, who lived ſome-what 


27 


before the comming of Chriſt) beganto ceaſe : and ar laſt Cicero /1b, de 


by little and lictle they ceaſed alrogether, and were utterly divint 2, 


extinct. It is reported that 'in e-/Egype ( when Chrift was 
there with 7oſeph and his mother Mary ) all the Idok of 


that fooliſh and ſuperſtitious Nation fell downe of their Polyd. lib. 5. 


owne accord, Afterwards, in the time of the Emperour A- c 5, 


drian, all facrifices unto thoſe gods ceaſed, as allo the Ora- 
cles of Apollo, and alt other Oracles became dumb. Where- 
fore Juvenal faith, Cefſavt oracula Delphes, that is, The 


Oracles cealc at De/phes, And another Poet faith : Puvendl, 
Exceſſere omnes adytrs, ariſq; reliftis, Luan, 


Dij.quibus imperium hoc fteterat,cc.that is,all the gods 
whereby this Empire ſtood, haye departed from their Tem- 
ples,and left their Altars and place of their habitation, P/u- 
tarch afficmeth the like, & is much buſied to ſearch out the 


cauſe and reaſon of the ceafing of their Oracles, who being a p,,,urch. 4e 
Heathen was muchtroubled herewith, guefſingatthe mat- Jeſeffu oracu- 


ter.and vainly deviſing fond conceits in his brain not able in- loram. 


deed to pierce intothe yery cauſe thereof. . But Porphyrie 
(even that great patron of Paganiſm, and enemy of Chriſtian 
Religion)can teach him, or any other, the true cauſe thereof 
ſhewing them that fince the comming of Jeſus, their gods 
are dumbe, and can doe them no good, bur all are gone and 


departed from them. His words be theſe : Nc vero mi- 


rantar (inquit) fi tam multos annos eivitu peſte vexetar, Poyphyy, ad- 


cum & o/E ſculapins & atij dii longe abſint ab ea poſtea vo|.ret. Chrift, 


enim quan Jeſus colitur, nihil utilitatis a diis conſequi 
Poſſum. Now ( faith he ) they maryel why this City is ſo 
many years vexed with peſtilence, when as d indeed) /E/- 
cul apims and other gods be*far gone and departed from it : 
for fince the time that Jeſs is worſhipped, all our gods 
have been unprofitable to us,Confidering then that Jeſus(the 
auther oftheClriſtianReligion) hath filenced 8 utterly de- 

C 2 ſroyed 
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troyed the of the Gemtiles ( as hiſtorics & the viſible 

event ſhew)his religion muſt needs be the only true religion, 

' 4 What ſhould] ſay more ? even the Gentles- them- 
felyes, the moſt ancient, and the bett, have teſtified of Jeſus 

Chrift, and'ofthe truth of his religion: for, in as much as 
Chriſt was appointed before the creation of the world, to 
worke the redemption both of the Few and Gezti/e, and to 
make them both one Peopleiin the ſeryice of his Father 3 
here-hence it is that he was fore-told, and not altogether 
unknowne or unheard-of to both theſe Nations, and there- 
fore divers fore-warmings and fignifications of him were 
left, as well among the Geztiles as the Fewes, to ſtirthem 
up to expect his comming. For, firlt by the conſent of wri- 
ers it 15 agreed,that in thole ancient times there were three 
famous men that lived together : namely eAbraham,(who 
deſcending from Heber, was the Father or beginner of the 
Hebrews,who were afterward called the Fewes ). and with 
him Job,and Zoroaſt res,that were not of that linage of He- 
r, but (as we call themfor diſtin&tion ſake) Heathen or 


Euſch, in Chron. 


" be 
Job 19: 25. 26% Gemtiles. Fob ( weknow ) teftifierh of Chriſt, calling him 
—_ the Redeemer, and was molt affured to ſee him one day 
with his owne eyes, and none other for him , although 
wormes ſhould deſtroy that body of his ( as he himſe 
teſtifieth.) Zoroaſtres living thus in Abrahams time alſo, 
might ( by account of Scriptures ſee or ſpeake with Noe : 
a 


Clem, Alex.lib, for Abraham was borne threeſcore yeares before Noe de- 
1 Strom & O- ceaſed : and hereof it is, that in the writings of Zcroaftres, 
wy f pa which are yet extant, or recorded by other Authors in his 
mary  O; name, there be found very many plaine ſpeeches of the 
Paym, plats, © Son of God, whom he calleth Secandan mentem, the le- 
Hem. in Pe cond mind - but much more isto be ſeene inthe writings of 
man cp. 1, © Hermes T riſmegiſt#s, (who received his learning trom 
deaicept, this Zoroaſtres)by whom appeareth,that theſe firſt Heathen 
Philoſophers had manifeſt underftanding of this ſecond per= 

ſon in Trinity - whom Hermes calleth, The firſt begotten 

Son of God : his only Son, hs deare, eternall, immuta- 

ble,and incorruptible Son;whoſe ſacred name 1s ineffable: 

lo are his words, and after him again amongſt the Grecians, 

were 
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were Orphew, Hefiodus, and others, that uttered the like 
ſpeeches of the ſon of God,as alſo did the Platoniſts, whoſe 
words and ſentences were too long to repeat, 

Moreover the Gentiles muſt remember, that they had 
alſo ſome Prophets among them , for Balaam was a Pro- 


phet among the Gentiles, and a Gentile, and heis ſuch a Numb. 24 


one as teſtitied of Chriſt, and of the Star,that ſiould ap- 
pear at his birth : by means of whoſe prophecy ( it ſhould 
ſeem) the wiſe men in the Eaſt ſeeing that Starre, were al- 
ſaced that Chrilt was borne, and therefore came a long 
Journy to Judea to ſee him ; as one Goſpel ſheweth : The 


ſameStar is mentioned by diversHeathen writers,as by Pli- P/ix liv.z cap. 
nie under the name of a Comet (for ſo they tearm all ex- *5: 


traordinary Stars ) which appeared in the latter daies of 
Auguſtus Ceſar,and was far d. fferent from all other that e- 
ver appeared, And Pliny faith of it : Is comita unus toto crbe 


colitur : That only Comer is worſhiped throughout all the C!ci4. 4þu4 


world : Calcidius a Platonick doth ſay, that the Caldean 


Aſtronomers did gather by coatemplation of this Starre, 5:41; Mug. 


that ſome God deſcended from heaven to the benefit of 
mankinde, | 


The Gentiles alſo had certaine women called Sybilla , Lai? cotr4 
which were Propheteſſes, who being indued with a cer- %® 


raine ſpirit of prophecic,uttered moſt wonderfull particu- 
Jarities of Chriſt to come : one of them beginning her 
Greek metre in theſe very words : Know thy God, which 
3 the Sonne of God, Another of them maketh a whole dif 
courſe in Greeke verſe called Acroftichi, expreſly affir- 
ming therein,thatChriſt Jeſus{(by name)ſhould be the Sa- 
viour, and that hee was the Sonne of God, and expreſly 
ſaying, that he ſhould be incarnate of a Virgine, that he 
ſhould ſuffer death for our ſinnes, and that hee ſhould be 
crucified, that he ſhould riſe again and be exalted into the 
glorious heavens, and from thence ( at the time appoin- 
ted) and at the day of the reſurre&ion of all fleſh, come a- 
gain to the laſt judgement.Of theſe$ybils there were ten in 
number; and talking ofhis firſt comming into the world 
they alſo ſay, that Rutilans eum Ap monſtrabit : a blazin 


Th Star 


9 Sy 244 Sarnia 4- 
S tud Betul, 
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Starre ſhall declare him. Theſe Sybil: ſpeak ſo plainly of 

Chriſt Jeſus, as the Prophets among the Jewes did, yea 

more plainly, and as plainly as may be,and in a manner as 

fally as our Goſpel ſpeaketh : and therefore if the Gentiles 

will beleeve their own Prophets,they muſt likewiſe beleive 

_ the Chriſtian religion {whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the author, 

of whom they abundantly teltifie. ) Now, leſt ic might be 

thought by ſome ſuſpicious heads,that Chriſtians have de- 

viſed and invented theſe things, as alſo that it may yet 

Varvo Ih.deysy, One fully appear,that Chriſt before his comming was 8o- 
ola at Cate. tified over the world by means of thoſe verſes of the$yb1ls: 
rim Pext. Mex, 15 muſt be remembred, that Marcus Varroa learned Reo- 
mane ( who lived almoſt a hundred yeares before Chriſt ) 

maketh mention at large of the Sybils, (who in number he 
ſaith, were ten) and of their writings,countries,and ages, 

as alſo of the writers and authors,that before his time bad 
Feneft.cap.de x 5 left memory of them : and both he and Feneſtela (another 
viris. Heathen) do affirme, that the writings of the Sybils were 
gathered by the Romans, from all parts of the world , 

where they might be heard of,and laid up wich great dili- 
gence and reverence in the Capitall. Sybilla Eritbrea, who 

made the former Acroſtick verſes, teſtifieth of her ſelfe(as 

See the Oratioz Conftantine the Emperor doth record) that ſhe lived about 
of Conft,in fx hundred years after the flood of Neab: and her couns- 
Eu/eb.liv. 4.cap. iry=man Apollodorus Eritbreus and Varre do report that ſhe 
- ache prot lived hefore the war of Troy, and prophecied to the Gre- 
Cians that went to that war, that Troy ſhould be deſtroy - 

ed, (as it came to paſſe) which was more then a thouſand 

years before Chrift was borne. Cicero alſo(that died more 

then forty years before Chriſt was born) tranſlanted into 

Latine the former Acrcſticke verſes, ( as Conſtantine faith) 

which tranſlation was to be ſecn in his workes, when Cor» 

ac libla de di- ftantine wrote that his Oration : See Cicero of theſe Acro- 
ue Suctos, Rick verſes of Sybila. lic. de Divinatione, And finally Suc- 
Tranſ: cap, 3 4 tonius an Heathen recordeth, that Auguſtus Ceſar (before 
vita. our Saviour Chriſt was born) had ſuch ſpeciall regard of 
the ſayings of the $ybils,that he laid them up in more flrai- 
ter order then before, under the Altar of Apolo, in the = 5 


a= 


Fl 
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Palatine,where no man might have the fight of them, bit 
by ſpecial licence, And ſo much for the credit of the Sybile, 
who gave full reftimony of our Savicur Jeſus Chriſt (by 
name: ) and therefore if the Gentiles will beleeve them, 
(who were theic own Prophets, and highly reverenced of 
all the world) they muſt alſo beleeve our Goſpell, and the 
Chriſtian religion to be the only true religion. Laſtly, the 
Gentiles might have the underſtanding of Chriſt the Meſ- 
fias by the Hebrew Scriptures, which were in the Greeke 
language divers ages before Chriſt was borne. For Ptolomy 
King of Egypt which had the famous Library, was ſtudi- 
ouſly inquilitive to ſearch out the originall of all Nations 
and Religions, and he found that the people of the Jews 
was the moſt ancient,and that they only had the moſt cer-= 
tain and undoubted hiſtory of the creatian of the world: 
and therefore he fent unto them,to ſend to him from Fery- 
ſalem ſeventy men, by whoſe helpe the ſacred Bible might 
be tranſlated out of Hebrew into their tongue, which was 
done accordingly. As allo the Gentiles might have know- 
ledge of this Meſſias,cither by accefſe into theJewiſh coun= 
try, or by the accelle of the Jewes into their country : as 
namely by their long bondage in Egypt, as allo their long 
captivity in Babylon,&c. But I conclude this matter thus : 
Sith the Prophets of both Jewes and Gentiles ( that is to 
ſay,theProphets of all the world)have given ful,plain,and 
evident teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, that 
therefore his religion is the only true religion, and all o- 
. thertoberejeted and dereſted. 

5 That religion which is moſt ancient,is the true religi- 
on (for truth was firſt, in ſo much as error is nothing elſe 
but the corruption'of truth,or wandring from truch:)but 
the religion whereof Chriſt is the author,is the moſt anci- 
ent(in as much asChrift the author thereof is the moſt an- 
cient of daies, being the Son of God,as alſo becauſe he is 
teſtified of by the Hebrew records, which are the moſt an- 
cient writings in the world: ergo,the Chriſtian religion is 
that which muft needs be the only true Religion in the 
world, For it is atrue ſaying of Tertullian, Verum quod pri- 
| B 4 mun 
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Tertu', (007% 
Prax, 
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mun,quod poſterius adulterium efi:That is true, whatſoever ic firſt; 
and that is adulterate which not the firſt. That the Hebrew re- 
cords doe teftifie and foreſhew Chriſt to come, is declared 
before in the ſecond Chapter, andnone can deny it. For 
he was promiſed to Adam, the firſt man that ever God 
made, under the name of the ſeed of the woman, that 
thould break the Serpents head: he was foretold to Abra- 
bam, that he ſhould come of his ſeed, in whom all the Na- 


* tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


Zacob foretold of him, calling him Shilo, and that he 
ſhould be the expeRation of the Gentiles.God telleth Ms- 
ſes of him,and foreſheweth to him, that he ibould be the 
Prophet, whoſe voyce all ſhould hear and obey, &c. Con- 
fidering then that he is come, and that he is the very ſame 
that was foretold by the writings of Moſes,and by the Hee 
brew records, which are the moſt ancient Records in the 
world,I conclude,that his religion (whereof he is the au- 
thor) is the only true religion, 

The antiquity of the Hebrew hiſtory to be long before 
all other, is acknowledged by the Heathen themſelves , 
and therefore I need not to prove it : only this I ſay, that 
Enpol:wus and Euſebius alſo do ſay, that Ietters (which are 


Euſcb.1b.10 dethe beginning of words that ſhould be written ) were ficlt 


Praepar.Evang. 


found out by Moſes,and by him delivered to the Jewes,and 
that theJewes taught them to the Phenicians;and that laſt- 
ly,the Grecians received them of the Phenicians ; and there- 
fore the Hebrewes muſt needs be they, amongſt whom.the 
ficſt & moſt ancient,records of the world were to be found 
as Ptolumy allo King of /E,ypt did finde and affirme, and 
therefore made much of the Hebrew Scriptures. Now then 
for as. much as the Hebrew writings and hiſtories be the 
moſt ancient, they muſt alſo needs be ſuppoſed true, in 8s 
much as in themſelves they all agree in a ſweet harmony, 
and no other records are able to diſprove them: yea, if men 
will be ſo incredulous as to doubt of Moſes hiſtory(becauſe 
it is ſo ancient(why may they not(with asgood reaſon al- 
ſo) doubt of any other hittory which is ancient, and long 


before their times? But becauſe ſome are of fo little —_ 
( al- 
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(although the hiſtory do ſufficiently give credit to it ſelf) 
yet for better ſetling of their minds in this behalfe, I will 
briefly ſhew, that even the heathen Hyſtoriographers and 
writers do confirm the ſame, that ſo the credit andreve- 
rence due-unto Moſes,may be reſerved,and wicked tongues 
that barke againſt him may be ſtopped. The very Heathen 
and prophane writers themſelves, that ſpake w—_ 
ſpake of him moſt reverently ; in ſo much, that Tre 


Doth call him the only man with whom God was fami- 
liar. Cornelius. Tacitus, although he ſpeaketh what he can 
againſt the religion ofthe Jewes, yet cannot diſcredit Ms- 


ellius Tic. Pol.in 
Pollis ſpeaking of Aoſes n" Solum Det familiarem wvocet » Claud. 


ſes hiſtory,but is-inforced to confeſle (according to the hi- 74 it. Anna 


ſtory written by. Moſes) that after there were-botches and Ps 2h. 


ſwelling ſores ſent into the land of eZpypt, which were 
noyſome both to men and beaſts, the King of e/Zgypt then 
took order, that the people of the Hebrews ſhould go out 
of his land, and depart whither they ſhould be dire&ed. 
Procopius alſo mentioneth Zoſoua, the ſonne of Nan, Moſes 
ſacceſlor,and faith, that thepeople of Phenicia, for fear of 
Joſeua and the Tſraelies, . left their owne Country, and 
departed into Africke : he mentioneth likewiſe the Febx- 
ſites, Gergaſites, and the other people named in the ſacred 
Bible. Orpheus , one of the moſt ancient writers next to 
Moſes, and an heathen, doth mentionthe two Tables of - 
ſtone wherein the law of God was written, and wiſheth 
moreover, all ſuch as be ſtudious of vertue, to learn out 
of his verſes divine knowledge : Wverchy ( Gaith he ) they 
ſhall underſtand and know. the authour of the world, which is one 


God, which created all things, cheriſbeth all things, nouriſheth - 


allthings, who is not ſeen with mortall eyes, but is perceived one-- 
ly by the minde: which deth no burt #0-mortall men, inſomuch 
as bee is the cauſer and procurer of all geod- things. Further- 
more he addeth, that no natural. mas bath ſeen Ged at any 
time, except onely a certaine moſt godly old man- that tame of 
the Caldeans (viz. Moſes. ) At laſt hee -concluded-with 
this ſaying: That he bad earned theſe things out of the mory= 
ments which God in times paſt bad delivered in two Tables of- 


ſtone... 
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fone. Linws alſo ſaith, that God created all things, and in 
the ſeventh dzy had finiſhed all things. Homer alſo and He- 
fiodus teſtifie the ſame, the one ſaying that the ſeventh day 
did perfe& and finiſh all things ; the other, Septimamtucem 
ſuiſſe ſanlam & prefulgidem: That the ſeventh day was 
moſt holy and bright, How the earth was without form 

before it was faſhioned by God. Ovidteſtifieth, calling ic 
a Chavs, which is rudis indigeſtaque moles, a rude and un- 
faſhioned heape : which Homer, and Heſiodws alſo teſtifie, 
calling ic Hyle, a certaine unſhapen and rude matter, which 
God afterwards brought into good forme and faſhion, 
Theſe have teſtified, we ſee, of the creation of the world, 
(which is the great marvel of marvels) affirming in man- 
nerthe very words of Moſes which he wriceth in Geneſis, 
ſhewing that the world had a beginning, and that God 
created heaven and earth, and all therein in ſeven dayes; 
and that the ſeventh day was holy untothe Lord. And 
Page Þ m: 14: this truth of Moſes hiſtory concerning the Creation of the 
Placie-Phileſ. odd , all the cheife and beſt learned Philoſophers a- 
mongſt the Heathens did alſo firmely beleeve, The flood 
that drowned the world,which we call the flood of Noah 
: not only Ovid teſtifieth in his Metamorphoſis, but alſo di- 
oy OG vers ancient Heathen Writers, namely Beroſus Caldews , 
p— Feronimus e/Egyptas , Nicholaus Damaſcenus , eAbydenus , 
' and others (according as both Foſepbws, and Exſebius doe 
ove,) 
muta the Tower of Babylon, and confuſion of 
tongues there, which Moſes recordeth Gey. 11. ) teftimo- 
ny is given by Abydenus , that lived about King Alexan- 
ders time, and by Sybilfa, and by the words of Heſftieus, 
| | concerning the land of Sennar,where it was builded : and 
| Euſco.lib.9.de theſe Gentiles do ſhew by reaſon,that if there had not bin 
$9 4-4..+ ſome ſuch miracle in the diviſion of tongues,no doubt but 
that all tongues being derived from one, ( as all men are 
of one father) would ftill have retained the fame language, 
which we ſee was ſeen long not to be in the world: the 
difference of languages in the world, is a proofe of that 
confuſion of tongues. | 0 p 
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which ſpace the great yeare ( as they call it ) returneth a- 
bout, 

Of Abrabam and his affaires, I have alledged ſome Hex- A/c rolybift: 
then writers before, as Beroſus, Hecateus, and Nichelaus /ib. 4c Indatce 
Damaſcenus, but of all others, Polybiſter al ledgeth Enpole- biſtoria, 
mus moſt at large of Abrabams being.in e£gypt,of his fight 
and vitory in the behalfe of Lox, of his entertainment by - 

King Melcbiſedech, of his wife and ſiſter Sara, and of other 

his duings, «ſpecially of the ſacrifice of his ſon Iſaac. To 

whom agreeth Melo in his books written againſt the Fews 

and Artabanus, of the ſtrange lake wherein S:dome and G:- ts Gat 

morab were turned, by their deftru&ion, called Mare mor- _ e finpl. 
, « uſ. in Eli#. 

tum the dead ſea,where nothing can live, both Galen, Pat= $01;n in polybif. 

Janus, Slings, T acitus, and Strabe, doe teſtifie and ſhew the Tai in lib. u/t , 

. particular wonders thereof, 

From Abrabam downe to Moſes writeth very particu- 
larly the ſaid Alexander Polybifter , albeit hee mingleth 
ſometimes certaine fables : whereby it appeareth chat ho 
took not his ſtory wholly out of the Bible. And he allea- 
geth one Leodemus, who ( as he ſaith ) lived with Moſes , 
and wrote the ſelfe-ſame things as Moſes did; and with 
theſe alſo do concurre Thesdorws a moſt ancient Poet, Ar- 
tabanus and Phjlon,Gentiles, And therfore it is manifeſt thae 
Majes hiftory( as alſo all the reſt of the ſacred$& cannonical 
Scriptures is no fable or fained matter(as the devil would 
make us beleeve ) but a true,certaine, and moſt undoubred: 


hiſtory 
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hiſtory in all points, All which matters be ſofficiently and 
ſubltantially ſhewed alſo even by the Heathen writings, 
which are too tedious tobe here rehearſed, 

"Bat the-great wonders and miracles which Afoſes did, 
being acknowledged to be don not by his own power, but 
by the power of God, doe ſufficiently give credir unto 
him ; of whom and of whoſe a&s doe bear witnefſe, nor 
only the forenamed ( eſpecially Artabanus in his book of 
the Jewes) but many other alſo (eſpecially Expolemw)out 
of whom Polybiſter reciteth very long narrations of the 
wonderfull and ſtrange things done by Moſes in e/Egypr. 
Yea, the miracles done by him, the greateſt enemies that 
ever he had inthe world,that is Appion in his fourth book 
againſt the Jewes, and Porphyrie in his fourth book againſi 

Avpion lib, 4. the Chriſtians do confeſſe, And Porphyrie adjoyneth more 
conzra Iudeos * for proofe thereof, namely, that he found the ſame things 
Porph, 1ib- 4 confirmed by the ſtory of one Sacontathon a Gentile, who 
adviſus Chii- Jived ( as he ſaith) at the ſametime with Moſes : but all 
A thoſe miracles (ſay thoſe two his great enemies)were don 
by art Magicke, andnot by the power of God, But firſt, 
where could Moſes, a {imple ſhepheard, learn ſo much Ma- 
gick ? Or why could not then the great Magicians of e/£- 
gypt either doe the like, or at leaſtwiſe deliver themſelves 
from thoſe plagues that were in e/£gypt, ( eſpecially fince 
| their ſtudy was in Art Magicke from their infancy 2 ) yea, 
Exod. 8.i8.' why didthey cry out, The finger of God is here, when they 
EX0.9.10,1&c. cGuld not do as he did ? Or let them anſwer, why Pharaoh 
King of «/£gypt did ſpeak to Moſes and Aaron, ſaying : Pray 
ye unto the Loyd that be may take away the frogs from me, and 
from my people, His great Magicians belike could not do it; 
yea, he {ignifieth in that ſpeech, that none can doe it bat 
God; yea, and that neither @Myſes, nor Aaron could do it 
any otherwiſe then by praying unto God. And indeed 
_ and Aaron did by prayer untoGod effett it,at the ve- 
ry ſame time that the King did appoint it to be done: that 
he and all the world might know, that there was not any 
like unto the God of 7ſrael. 


Where did you ever heare of ſuch workes done by Art 
/ Magick 
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Magicke as Moſes did ? when he divided the great and 
mighty red Sea? that the people of /ſ-ae! might go through 
the dry land ? when the waters came together againe upon 


Pharoah, and all his hoſt and drownedthem, andall their gxod : 4. 
glory in the Sea ? when he called ſo many Quailes upon Exod.16; 


the ſudden into the Campe, as ſufficed to feed fix hnn- 
dred thouſand men, beſides women and children ? When he 
made a very Rocke by ſmiting ir, to yeeld forth abundance 
of water , ſufficient for the whole company of 1frac! ? 


When hee cauſed the ground to open and fiwallow down Numb-16. 


alive, three of the greateſt of his Army, Corah, Dathay, 
and Abjiram, together with their tabernacles, bags and 
baggages ? 

Beſide, what wondrous workes or miracles ſoeyer Afo-- 
ſes did, he alwayes acknowledged ro come from God, reje-- 
Cting utterly all glory from himſelfe, and attributing and 
ycelding all the glory unto God, Againe, in his writings: 


hee doth not excule nor conceale his owne fime, nor the Deut.32. 
finne of his people, no not the finne of e Aaron his owne On 49. 


brother , nor of Mary his ſiſter, nor of Levi his Grand 
ther,nor of any other of his linage and kindred.Neither did 
he once ſecke or goe about ( although he were in phce of 
b52i and authority to doe it) to bring in any of his own 


"i Numb, 12, 


onnes into the Rule and Government after his deceaſe,(al- w 
though he had many ) bur left the onely Rule and Goyern- ub 


_ unto a ſtranger, named Joſhuah, as God: comman- 
ed. | 

All which things doe ſhew (ard many more too tedious 
to rehearſe) that Aſoſes, both in his writings, in his words, 
and in his works, was no man of ambition, or of worldly ſpi- 
rit, but a meek, humble, dutifull, obedient,and faithfullſer-- 
vant of God in all matters. | 

The hiſtory of Moſes therefore being the molt ancient. . 
and the ſame being moſt undoubted and certaine true, in 
ſo much as hee and his Hiſtory doe plemifully.reſtifie of 
Chriſt which was to come, and ſhould he heard in all that 
| hee ſhould fay and teach ;- it remaineth thar his region 
which he hath taught unto the world, is the only true Re- 


ligion, , 


k 
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ligion, and all other religion (not grounded on the like an- 
eiquity and truth) to be abandoned. 

6 None candiſcredit Hoſes nor the Plalmes, nor any of 
the Propbets amongſt the Fews, but they mult withall 
dilcredit Chriſt:for Chrilt ſaith thus of himſelf, that 47 
muſt be fulfilled which were written of him in Moſes, the 
Prophets and the Pſalms. Again,he {endeth ſuch as would 
know of him whether he were the true Meilias, to the 
Scriptures of the Jews ſlaying thus: Search the Scriptures, 
for they are they that teſtifie of me.Yo.that Chrift, Moſes, 
the Plalmes,and the Prophets, in a word, the whole Cano- 
nicall Scriptures of the Fewes doe go arme in arme, and be 
linked together like inſeparable friends that will not be 
ſundred : and therefore the one is alwayes a proof for the o- 
ther ; as likewiſe a diſproofe of the truth of the one, is a 
diſproof of the other : and therefore is it,.that though the 
incredulous Fewes be fo falle infriendſhip,as that they will 
not (through unbel cefe ) take part with the Chriſtians, yet 
the Chriſtians be more firme,and will hold with the Scrip- 
tures of the Fewes to the death, Now if there were no more 
to prove the Divinity of Chriſt, but the -great and wonder- 
full miracles which he did ( ſome whereof wereſuch, as ne- 
ver any did before, nor could doe but God only) it were 
ſufficient to prove him to'be the Son of God, and that he 
came from the boſome of his Father. The great and many 
miracles that he did (being famous not only in J4dea, but 
in allthe Romare Empire,and fo over all the world) are and 
were ſuch as none of the Heathen dare doe, or can deny, but 
all acknowledge. And therefore I conclude, that the Chri- 
ſian religion, proceeding from ſo divine a power, and from 
one whoſe works and wonders are aboye all the world, is 
the moſt undoubted true Religion. 

7 Chriſt did neyer any hurt on earth, but he did mar- 
vellous much good, he healed all manner of diſeaſes, he 
cauled the dumbe to ſpeake, the halt to goe, the blinde to 
ſee, and the deaf to hear : he tilled the raging of the winds 
and ſeas, gave fight to himthat was born blinde, raiſed the 
dead tolife againe, caſt out Devils, knew mens thoughns; 

a 
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and did fuch: workes as no man could doe,” except God 
were with himgyea, except himſelfe were God. Moreover, 
his life was ſuch, as none was able to accuſe him of any 
fine, fo pure and unreproyeable was he. Againe, the 
doCtrine he taught was farre from a worldly ſpirit, being 
moſt heavenly , moſt innocent, and molt Divine, for never 
any manipake as he fpake, nor with ſuch authority. Againe, 
he alwayes pronounced that he ſought not his owne glory, 
( which deceiyers are wont to doe) bur the glory of his Fa- 
ther ; and as he ſpake, ſo it was indeed, The whole courſe 
of his Life and Death, Returreftion and Aſcention doth 
ſhew the ſame : For when the Jewes would have made 
him an earthly King, he would none of it, but conveyed 
himſelfe away oh 6. 15. teaching his Miniſters to doe 
the like - Sos 2. 25,26, For he proclaimed that his king- 
dome was not of this world, Job. 18, 36. But that he came 
to doe the will of his Father, Over and above all this, he 
was the greateſt Prophet that ever was, and fore-told di- 
vers things (as namely, that he ſhould be crucified of the 
Jewes, and the third day riſe again : that Jer#ſalems and 
the Temple ſhould be deſtroyed ere that Generation pal- 
ſed : that after his Aſcenſion, the holy Ghoſt ſhould come 
upon his Diſciples aſſembled at Fer«ſalems, and diyers 0- 
thers) all which the world doth know came to paſle 
accordingly. And nothing which he hath ſpoken, bur it ſhal 
be performed : for there was never any fraud within his 
lips, or falſhood within his tongue. And therefore I con- 
clude, that the Religion of him (who. was. moſt in his 
life, moſt harmlefle towards others, moſt bountifull to- 
wards all, meſt wonderfull in his. woxkes, moſt true in his 
Prophecies, moſt heavenly in his DoErine, not favouring 
of any carnal! delight or worldly affeCtion, cor by any 
way or meanes ſeeking his owne glory, but the glory of 
God, and to doe the will of his Father ) is and muſt nceds. 
be the only true Religion. ED. 

8. Another argument [ frame thus ; That religion which 
proceedeth undoubtedly from God, is the true. religion : 
But.the Chriftian religion proceederh undoubredly Ly 
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God : Ergo, '8&c. That it proceedeth undoubtedly from 
God, I prove thus:Either it muſt proceed fromGod,or from 
the Devill, or from men : bur ir 1s too holy to proceed ei- 
ther from men or Devils ; for it over-throweth the workes 
and kingdome of the one, and forbiddeth the revenging 
ſpirit ofthe other : ( commanding men to loye their enc- 


.mies, to doe good to them that hate them and perſecute 


them) and it condemneth their wanton eye, and the adulte= 
rous thoughts of their hearts, and their coverous humour, 
admitting no -uncleanneſle or —_— and forbidding all 
iniquity and wickedneſle, be it neyer fo ſgcret or cloſe. Sith 
therefore it is ſo oppoſite and contrary to mens affeRions, 


-wherewith naturally they be carried, and that it comman- 


deth to be holy, even as God is holy ; itis manifeſt, thar it 
can neither be of mans deviſing, nor of the Deyils inyention : 
it remaineth therefore that it muſt needs be of God, and 
conſequently the only true Religion. 

9 Another argument is this : that Religion which reſpe- 
Cteth only the glory of God, is, and muſt needs be the only 
true Religion, Bur ſuchis the Chriſtian Religion : for it al- 
loweth not any man to glory in himſelfe, but ſheweth that 
whoſoever glorieth, ſhould glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. r. - 
30, 31, Rom. 4. 2. Therefore the Chriſtian religion is the 
only true religion. 

10 Laſtly, the ſpreading and preyailing of the Goſpel 
of Chriit oyer the untyerſall world, when as all the world 
( both Jewes and Gemtiles ) were ſet and oppoſed againſt 
it, doth demonſtrate plentifully and effeually, that the 
Chriſtian Religion proceedeth from God , and that God 
is the Author thereof : for if it had not had a God to-pro-= 
rect and patronage it, and to make it paſſe currantly through 
the world, it mult needs have been utterly ſuppreſſed and 
choaked, evenin the ſpringing and firſt riſing thereof. For 
after the aſcenſion of Chrift Jeſus into Heaven, what were 
his few Apoſtles (inthe judgement of reaſonable men) able 
to doe; for the ſpreading and preyailing thereof, againſt the 
force and power of all the world, which was then ready 


bent with all both fury and traud, violence and vengeance, 
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and with al their devices which they could inverit to ſup- 
preſſe it? or what eloquence had his few Apoſtles to per- 
ſwade the world, or any therein,to the receiving and im- 
bracing of that Chriſtian Religton, which they were ap- 
pointed ro preach ? They(a9 all men know) were reputed 
and known to be unicarned men, but only ctiat they were 
taught and inftrudted by the ſpirit of God, which accor- 
ding co the promiſe of Chriſt their Mafter)at the time ap- 
pointed, deſcended down upon them, being affembled at 
Ferufalem ; by which ſpirit they were inabled-to ſpeak all 
languages, and imboldened co preach his Goſpel and Re- 
ligion in ſach ſort, and with fuch puiſſant and divine 
wiſedom, as none ſhould be able to reſiſt that ſpirit they 
ſpake by,howfoever their perſons might be hindred, mo- 
leſted,vexed and perſecuted, This,even this is a wonder of 
wonders, and an infallible demonſtration of the divine 
vertue of the Chriſtian Religion,that'iit having ſo few to 
publiſh it,and ſuch as they were,and being inconntred by 
all the Princes and Potentates of the world,it ſhould not- 
withſtanding ſo ſtrangely prevaile, as within a ſhort time 
to be univerſally ſpread over the face of the whole earth: 
Who can now ſay but thatfit wasprote&ed,and prevailed 
by the power of God? for the power of all the world was 
againſt it: and if the Chriſtian Religion had been no bet- 
ter protefted by God, then by men, alas, it had periſhed 
long ago,yea,it had never lived until this day, but ic had 
bin choaked even at the firſtupriſing,; and as it were in the 
cradle or infancy thereof. Lec all wirs therefore throw 
down themſelves, and let all tongues freely confefle the 
divine yertue of the Chriſtian Religion,which could not 
| be ſtopped nor ſuppreffed:;but was ſo mighty, as that the 
power of all the world,and all the devills in hell joyning. 
with them, was not able to ſtay the courſe and pallage 
thereof, but that it did prevaile,% that within ſhort ſpace, 
Over all the earth, And therefore the Chriſtian Religion 
(withour all doubt)is the'only true Religion,which came 
down from heaven, being brought by Jeſus Chriſt thetrue 
Mcſſtas, from the boſome of God the Father, Of which 
D (having 
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Her. 3. 


Sudes, 
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(having ſo many and ſo infallible arguments to prove to 
cyery mans ſence the trath therofYnone can doubt,excepr 
he will alſo doubt whether the cie doth ſee,the eare doth 
hear,and the heart doth underſtand : the evidence thereof 
is ſo clear and manifeft,as that ic isable,if not to convert, 


yet to convince all gain-fayers whoſoever, and to-make 


ns,that already profefſe, firmly to hold the ſame;knowing 
for certain that the Chriſtian Religion is the only true 
Religion in the world,and that falvation is no where elſe 
to be ſought, For run overall the religions of the world, 
and where ſhal you find any ſo pure, ſo divine,fo power- 
ful,ſo miraculous?it hath all the ignes, tokens,arguments 
and proofs that may be, for the ſplendent-truth thereof, 8 
to demonſtrate, that undoubtedly it came from God. 


57s | CH AP. IV. | 
wherem u briefly ſhewed,the Religion of Mahomet, to be a falſe 
and wicked Religion. 


dy ED _ F Tſhal ſpeak ſomething of the Mahometiſh 

SIIESZ Religion, 1 thinke the truth of the Chri- 
8834 FRF ftian Religion will appeare fo much the 
ES more: for when black and white are laid 
"y 5585 together, the white carrieth the greater c- 
ſtimation and glory with ic. And beſide, Mabomet himſelf 


_ teſtifiech-of Chriſt, to be a great Prophet of God, and a 


orne of tbe Virgine Mary, that be lived without fin among men, 
that he Was 4 Prophet,and more then a Prophet,and that be aſcen- 
ded int" the heavens: and therefore he reproveth the Jews, 
for that they would nat beleeve him to be born of a Vir- 
gin. © But on, the other ſide, becauſe he ' would not have 
Chrift, to bear credit above him,he diſliked that he ſhould 
be called or reputed the Son of God, But befide the teſtimo- 


rear worker Of miracles: And that the ſame Feſus Chrift was 


ny of all the former Prophets of the world, both Jewes © 


and Gentiles ( as is afore-ſhewed ) doe all reach, that 
he ſhould bee the Sonne of God: Suidas doth moreover 


 confute this falſe Prophet, who reporteth in his hiftory 


that 
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that the Phariſces at Feraſalem,called a Councel to find out. 
the father of Jeſus:they injoyned certain women to ſearch 
his mother : the women affirmed chey fonnd her aVirgin,' 
then was it recorded in the famous Regiſter book of the 
Temple, Feſus the Son of God, and of Mary the Virgin. This 
proveth, not only'that the mother of Jeſus was a Virgin, 

which, abom:t traely held) bat alſo that” Jeſus was the 

on of God{ which Mabomet alloweth'not. ) And indeed 
Mabomets religion is a patched religion, mixc partly with 
Fudaiſme , partly wich Gentiliſme , partly with Popiſme, 
partly with Cbriſftianiſme, being ſubtlely contrived for 
the erecting of che fame,and co bring followers after him, 
 Whereof ſhall be ſpoken' more hereafter. | 

The beginning of Mabonets uſurping, and of his ſe; ,,,,,,, pum. 

was thus: many hundred years after Chriſt, namely,in the 24470:us Chro. - 
year of our Lord 597. and in the reign of Mauritius the /ib.13. Drencb- 
Emperor, when as Gregorius Magnus was Bilhop of Rome, ſicer,C hro,deS4- 

this Aabomet was. borne ( being of the line of 7/hmae! 712" ©: T6. 
_ the Sonne of e Abraham, by Agar the Bond-woman, ha- "g" 
ving unto his Father one A4bdara,and unto his Mother one 
Emma, being very obſcure and baſe parents) in Mecha a 
City of Arabia his parents deceaſed, and lefc him a very 
young Ocphan, who in ſhort time by miſadventure was 
taken captive. This being once known anto his kindred, | 
one Ademonaples ( faith Yolateran) an Iſhmaelite, bearing Yolat. Georg. 
him good wil, for his favor and forwardnefle of wit, paid 6-12 
his ranſome, and made him Servant and FaRor in all his 


» 


merchandize. 


Not long after his Maſter died without ifſue,and his ſer- 
vant Mabomes matched with his Miftrefle, a widow of fif- ; 
ty years of age, called Eadigam, and ( ſaith Paulus Diga- R_—— 
conus) his own kinſwoman * fo that his Mafter being of ***: #%15: 
credit and {ubſtance,and his Miftris (afterwards his Wife) | 
of no leſs account,and ſo ſhortly after departing this life; 
he ſucceeded them both in credit, and their labſiance 
and by this meanes grew to a great power and eſtima- 
tion. JDiaconus further faith, that this Mabomet for tho 


{pace of ten yeares gave TW ſecretly by perſwaſion 
2 _-W 
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to bewitch the people, and. other ten yeares after, with 
Rogues and Vagabonds that repaired anto him, wich 


force of Armer, with ſword, and:ſhedding of blood, he 


ſpent in ſubduing of Countries. And laſtly, nine years he 
openly and manifeſtly enjoyed as a deceiver, a falſe Pro- 
phet,and a King over thoſe whom he had already infe&ed 


throughout Arabia, 


Sabel. Acad. S abelicus writeth, that Mabomets father was an Heathen 


$, 13h.8, 


and his mother an 1ſþmaclite, whereby it came to paſle, 
that whilft his mother taught ſomewhat of the religion 
of the Hebrewes, and his tather on the other fide, the reli- 
gion of the Gentiles. Mabomet (like a dutiull childe, but 
not like a diſcreet ſonne )obeyed both,and that was ſome 
cauſe of the mixt and patched religion. He had the falling 
fickneſs, which took him ſo extreamly,that he grovelled 
along the ground, and fomed pitteouſly at his mouth. His 
wife being of great honour and ſubſtance, bewailed her 
hard hap in matching with a beggerly raſcal,and a diſca. 
ſed creature - but he (with his wily companions) having 
taught a Dove to feed ar his eare, wherein he had put 
grains of corne, perſwaded his wife to be content, and 
that he was another manner of man then ſhe took him to 
be : namely that he was a Prophet,that the ſpirit of God 
fell upon him,and that the Angell Gabriel in the forme of 
a Dove came to his care, and revealed to him ſecrets from 
God whoſe preſence he was not able to abide : and there- 
fore was it that ke fo proſtrated himſelf,&lay in a trance; 
His wife being herewith ſatisfied, ſhe began to chat the 
ſame amongf her goſlips, ſaying, Say notbing,my busband & a 
Prophet. The women after their manner (whereof ſome of 
them can keepe no counſell) blazed abroad that Mahome? 
was a Prophet,and fo from women it came to men. | 
. This being once noyſed, they flocked unto him from 


b.3. all partsof «Arabia. . Hebeing throughly infiruced in 


Satans ſchool, and well feen in Magick, obſerved the pre- 
ſent opportunity, The Romans and Perſians then war- 
ring together, Xabomet wich his Arabians went, and firlt 
wok part with the Reman, bur afterwards ſerved thom's 


Ws * co. oc, © 
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a flie touch, and forſook them, and thereby weakned that- 


fide. Ina while after he eſpied the Perſians go to wrack ; 
and having deſpiſed the Romans , he ſetteth lefſe by the 


Perſians, and then (ecteth forth himſelfe wich might and Zoxars dnnat. 
maine, with his Captaines and Lieutenants(called Amirel) Tom.z. 


to ſubdue Nations, and to deftroy the Chriſtiaris, tothe end 
thathe might eſtabliſh that falſe religion , devifed by him- 
ſelfe, and his wicked confederates ; he preyailed wonder- 
fully,and in ſhort time after his deceaſe(in the time of Eb. 
bezer and Hanmer, that ſucceſſively reigned after him in 
Arabia) there were got and ſubdued to the 4yabiars, the 
region of Gaza, the City of Boſtrain Arabia, Damaſcus, 
Phenicia, Egypt, Pale$tina,che Ciry Jernſalemall Syria, . 
Antioch, Edeſſa, Me ſopotamia,all Perfia,yea and in a man- 
ner all Af a, But I may not forget the end of Mahomet,whe 
in an evening ſitting up late in his Pallace, -and having taken 
his fill of wine, wherein one of his companions had poured 
ſome poyſon , felt his wonted ſickneſs approaching , and 
made haſte forth,ſaying,he muſt needs depart to confer with 
the Angel Gabriel, and go aſide, left his glorious preſence 
ſhould be an occafion of their deaths ; forth he went, and 
remembring that a ſoft place was beſt for his falling fick- 
neſſe , down he fell upon a dunghill, groveling along with 
great pain, foming at the mouth, and gnaſhing his teeth; 
the Swine came about the dunghil, fell upoa him, wound- 

ed him ſore , and had eaten him up, had not his wife , and 

others of his houſe heard the noiſe of the Hogs, and reſcu- 


edthe falſe Prophet. Antoninus reporteth,that he was not Ant.c hro.paiy, 
without ſundry diſeaſes, which intemperate diet brought to 247iz.r 3.6 ap;s. 


him ; namely, che Plurifie, and a kinde of Lethargy ; for 
oftentimes his ſenfes ſeemed to be taken from him, He 
continued drooping the ſpace of fourteen dayes 3 at length 
he departed this life, His had ſuch a ſwelling that it 
ſcemed ready to burſt , and his little finger bowed back - 
wards: In thetime of his ſickneſs he commanded them 
that were about him, that when breath departed his body, 
they ſhould not ſtraight-way bury him z for he ſaid, that 
withia three dayes he ney aſcend into heayen;but hereby 
: D 3 appeared 
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; appeared that he was a falſe Propher, for they kept him a= 


bove the ground the third and fourth day, yea (as Flores 
Hiſtoriaram teſtifieth) the ipace of thirty dayes, in great 
hope he would riſe, and aſcend according to promiſe z bur 
they ſaw nothing, ſaving that they felt an intolerable Rench, 
fo that in great diſdain (faith Antonius) Eum longe 4 
domibns proiecernnt, they caſt him far from houſes. Bur 
his companions (ſuch as conſulted with him, and concealed 
his falſchood andrreachery) remembring themſelyes, and 
judging that the diſdaine of Mahomer would be their diſ- 
credit, and his fall thcir foile and ſhame , they fercht him 
again, they cheſt him in an iron coffin (faith Sabellicas and 
Nauclerns) they bring him unto the famous Temple of 
Mecha (in which _ he was born) with great ſolemnity, 
as if hee had never been ſeated upon the dunghill with 
Swine,they convey to the roof ofthe Temple mighty Load- 
Rones,they lift up the iron Coffin , where the Load-Rones 

according to their nature,draw to them the iron, and hold ir 
up, and there hangs AAlahomet on bigh. 

Thoſe that imbrace the Religion of Mahomer are called 
Saracens; for it was the pride of Mahomet to have them ſo 
called; to advance his owne doctrine and profeſſion, becauſe. 
he knew himſelfe lineaſly deſcended of Iſhmae!/ the ſon of 
eAgar the bondwoman; therefore to ayoid this reproach, he 
bare the world in hand, that he came of Sara the free wo- 
man, the wife of Abraham, and called himſelf and his fol- 
lowers, Saracens. Sabellicys writeth, that the Greciays of 
ſ} pight are wont to call the Saracens , Agarens ; for that 
they came not of Sara, but of Agar. 

This Mahomet while he lived, uſed the company of 
( hriftians, Jews,and Infidels,; Et ut popularior eſſet ejus 
lex, ex omnium gentinns ſeltis aliquid aſſwmpſir : And to 
the end his law might be the more favoured, hee borrowed 
ſomething of every Se&. Satan furniſhed” him with three 
inſtruments, as helps to bring his miſchievous intent about. 
The firſt was a Few, a great Aftronomer; and a Magician, 
who opened to himat large the Jewiſh follies ; The ſt- 
cond,one Johy of Antioch;The third;one Svrgins a _— | 
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both abominable hereticks. Every one plaid his part. To 
flatter the Chriſtians, he was content to be baptiſed of Ser- 
giws, and of theſe hereticks , he learned with the Sabellians 


co deny the Trinity , with the Afanichees to eſtabliſh rwo Shel. Aenead.8. 
beginnings, with Exnomins to deny the equall power of #6.5, 


the Farher and the Son, with Macedonrms to call the Holy 
Ghoſt a creature , and with the Nicolaits to allow many 
wives, and wanton luſt. Sergizs the Monke alſo perſwaded 


 Mabhomet in his Alcoran (10 is the book of the law term- Ant.Chre.part.z 
ed) to commend the humility of Chriftian Monkes and ###-1 5.62p.2. 


Prieſts; he made him allo deliver the Saracens a Monks 
 coul, which they uſe to this day, alſo inſtar Monachorum 

mult as p——_— many duckings and crouchines like 
the Mon 


es» Matthias a Michovia addeth that they. uſe Matthias a 


ſhaving, and this no doubt was the Monks dotrine. They Michav. de S4;- 


commend the bleſſed Virgin Mary, confefle God to be the *; 
governor of all things,and thatleſus Chriſt was theApoltle of 7 
God, begotten by . 

who never knew man , and that he was greater and wor- 
thier then man : they allow the Miracles that Chriſt did, 
and the Goſpel(fo far forth as it agreeth with the Alcoran} 


e Angel Gabrie/on Mary the Virgin, vb.z. 


and Hoſes , andthe Old Teftament , correting therein Sebel. Acucad. 
(fo preſumptuous is the Spirit) certaine errours. Hee cal- 5.49.64 


kd himſelf a Prophet, and that he was ſent of. God to ſup- 
ply the ImperfeCtions of all lawes : he forbad his followers 
all Piures and Images in their Temples , he forbad the 
eating of Swines fleſh; he commanded purifyings and 
waſhings, ad fimilitudinens Fudeorum, after the manner 
of the PF wes-The Chriſtians have Sunday for their Sabbath, 
the Fews Saturday, and Mahomet Friday, to diflent from 
the Hebrews and Chriſtians ; or, as eAntonizs writerh,in 
the honour of YVexws the goddefle of Arabia, thereby the 
rather to win that Country people; and thus it pleaſed 
him to deviſe a Religion mixt of all theſe , to the end hee 
might have of all Religions,ſome to build up his Kingdome: 
And indeed  Adahomet took the adyantage.of the time; 
for that time was a time of difſention among Princes , and 


of diviſion amongſt thoſe which' called themſelyes Chri- 
ID D 4 . ſtians 
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ftians, Heraclins the Emperour , and Choſdroes King of 
Perſia were at deadly enmity,one warring againſt another. 
The Scythian Nation were of neither fide, but at laR a- 
eainſt both, raiſing a power of themſclyes , having Maho- 
met their Ring-leader. The Church was tronbled with 
divers SeCts and herefies,as with Neſtorians, Jacobites, Mo- 
nothelites &c: And then was there contention amongſt the 
Biſhops , who ſhould laye the proud title of Univerſal 
Biſhop. God was highly diſpleaſed withchis wickedneſle, 
and ſuffered Nations to riſe as a rod or ſcourge to whip his 
people; for where the hedge is broken, there it is eaſie for 

The vni:y of the beaſts ofthe field toenter and ſpoyl. Now the vanity 

he Turks Kl- and fallchood of this reſigion may fe proved thus : 

GP | * Fiſt, by the newneſs of it ; for it is but of late years be- 
gun , and there was never any.Prophefie that did allow of 
juch a Prophet , or of the doAtine of ſuch a one, And 
therefore he commeth in.his own name, and ſo conſequently 
not to be received, 

Secondly, he did no miracle- at his coming , and there= 
 forenoreaſon that any ſhould beleeve in him, He ſpake 

Math. Pars wyno- the Saracens of himſelfe ; Non ſum miraculis,ant 

es ih = indicits ad ves miſſus : Tam not ſent unto you with mi- 

F  racles and fignes. There was, no divine power ſhewed in all 
his practiſe. 
Fhirdly, it is manifeſtthat Mahomet was a falle Pro- 

Flor hit phet, becauſe he ſaid that within three dayes after his death 

T he ſhould aſcend into heaven, which was-notoriouſ]y falſe, 
as before appeareth. 
| Fourthly, The religion of A-ſahomet is fleſhly, conſiſting 

Facoh de Voyag, in naturall delights , and corporall pteafares , which ſhew 

legend. 157, © that man, and not the divine-Spirit of God , is the author 

L aozic.de 1eh. thereof, for it is permittedithe- Saracens by thar his law 

Tare,lib.z, to haye foure wives (though theſe be of nigh kin) yea five, 
marrying them Virgins, and to take beſides .as many of 
them which .they have bought and taken captives, as their 
ability will ſerve to- maintain. The: Paradiſe likewiſe pro» 

Aut. Chr. miſed to his followers is this ; namely , they ſhall have 
garments of (ilke, with all ſorts of celours .bracelets of gold 

andg. 


ſ 
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and Amber , parlours and banqueting houſes upon floods 
and tivers , velſels of gold and filver, Angels ſerving them, 
bringing in gold ,, mil ke, filver, wine lodgings furniſhed, 

cuſhions, pillows , and down- beds, moſt beautiful women 
to accompany them, - Maidens and Virgins with twinkling 
eyes, Gardens and Orchards ,. with -Arbowts , Fountains, 
Springs , and all manner of pleaſant fruit , rivers of Milke, 

Honey, and ſpiced Wine; all manner of ſweer Odors, Per- 

fumes, and fragrant ſents ; and to be ſhort, whatſoever the 

fleſh ſhall defire to eat. Thus fleſhly, people have a fleſhly 

religion,and a fleſhly Paradiſe to inhabit. But like Propher, 

like people, and like religion ; for Mahomet himſelfe was 

ſuch a fleſhly fellow, as that though modeſt ears are loath to 

hear, yet becauſe the filthinefle of 


this-Prophet may not be - onfin.tis 8; 


concealed, I mult utter it. He commigted buggery with an _ in. Re: 
Aﬀe; Bonfinins writeth it :- Again, ,ke.commitred-. adulcery ſor.part.xe.. - 
with another mans wife , that upon diſpleaſure was from Serm. 14. 

her husband ; and when he perceived the murmure. of the 4n2.Chro.peyt. y. 


people, he fained that he had received apaper from heaven, 


tit, T5.cap. 2. 
Celius nichol.. . 


wherein it was permitted himſo to doe, to the end hee Cleon. 1.Epi 
might beger Prophets,and worthy men... A aine,Mahomet antonin,Chro, 
(as Celis reporterh) had forty wives, andfurther he glo- part. 2 cap, 5. 
ried of himlelf , that it was given bim . from aboye to ex- Avicema Me- 
cced ten men (ſaith Cleonard) fifty-men (faith Antoninm) taphyſ, 


In carnal luſt and venery, Awvicenna, one'of- Mahomets 
own ſet , is biraſelfe brought in diſliking of. this Religion, 
for this reaſon z Becauſe. Mahomet(faub'hee;) hath, i=. 
ven 18 alaw, which ſheweth the perfeftion of, felicity ts 
conſiſt in thoſe things which concern the body; whereas 
*bewiſe and Sages of 01d had agreater deſire toexpreſſe 
the felicity of the ſoul then of = body as for the bodily 


felicity, though it were. granted them , yet they regarded 
#ot, neither efrovd it , in compariſon. of the felicity 
which the ſoule requireth ;, His Paradiſe and Do&rine is 
luch, as there ſeemerh ſmall-difference between Epicuriſine, . 
Atheiſme, and Mahometiſme.  _ T5 
5 Mabomets law is a tyrannical ,law-:; for .he made ic Auton.Chys: . 
aath to diſpute of it, and jf any may ſpeak | 


gaiaſt ic. (faith part 2.156.135 
| he) P.4. 
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he) Proditore occidatar : Let him be traiteroufly put to 
death. And again, Sine audientia occidatnr: Let him be put 
to death without: comming to his anſwer. 9a ſarttione 

Sabel. 4evead.s, (ſaith Sabellicus ) palam fecit nihil ſyncers i ea lege 
lib.6, eſſe ,e&c.By which decree he manifeſted;that there is nothing 
fincere in that law,8c. ' Moreover, he wrote mthe Arabian 
tongue, and taught his followers, that his Religion, A g/a- 
dio.cepit, per gladium tenetur, & in gladio termigatnty: 
Math, Paris Began by the (word, is holden by {word, and is finiſhed 
hiſt. Ang.in gx ended in the (word ;' which ſheweth that the ſword and 
as arm of fleſh is allthe author and proteRor that his Religi- 
oh hath. Again, Aahowet made this laiy amoneſt them 
ſaying, He that flayeth his ewemy, or ts ſlain of his enemy, 
tet him enter nyd poſſeſſe Paradiſe. He ſpake like a man, 
—- with a carnall ſpirit 3 teachingreyenge to the uttermoſt,and 
Rom.lib.1s. Promifmg paradiſe to ſuch ; but no proofeof a diyine Spirit 
appe arcth in him. | 
6 As Mahomets Religion is defended by force of ſword 
and fraud, infomuch as he made it death to call it into 
queſtion fo likewiſe did it begin, as by the force of ſword 
ſo likewife by notabie fraud , and was eſtabliſhed through 
wiles, deceit, ſubtilty;and lyes. 'For firft he having the fal- 
ling fickneſs, perſwaded his wife,/and othets,that it was the 
power of God, and the preſence'of the Angel Gabrie/ that 
cauſed'him to fall down. $ergius the heretical Monk was 
at hand, and barefalfe witnefſe to the fame((aith Zonar as.) 
Zonatas Aundl, He told chem'that the fame Nove which he taught to feed 
To.3. at his ear, was ſometimes an Angel,and ſomerimes the Holy 
_ Ghoft. He had'thiee companions all of a confederacy, to 
deyiſe,and face ourlyes with him: When he perceived that 
men gave ear to him, he'fained that the Angel G abrie/had 
carried him to Ferxſalenz, and thence to haye lifted him up 
to heayen,and thete to have learned his Law. 
He made the Saracens beleeye , that before God made 
: the world, there was written in the Throne of God ; There 
 Ant.Chro, part, # 19 God,but the God of Mahomet, When he had framed 
8: (ih13.Cap. 5; his Alcoran , and bound irup fair,he cauſed ſecretly a wilde 
|  Aﬀle to bee taken, aid the book to'bee bound about 4 
neck, 
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geck; and as he preached unto the people, upon.a ſudden he . 


ſtood amazed. as if ſome great ſectecy were revealed to-him, 


from above, and brake out, 'and told the people z (Debold, 
God hath ſent you a law from Heaven; go to ſucha 


Deſart , there you ſhall finde an Aſſe , and a booke tyed 


about his neck. The people ran gs haſte,they found it 
e 


fo as he had ſaid, they take the Aﬀle, they bring the book, 
they honour the Prophet. Touching divorced,and ſeparated 
wives, he told the Saracens he had received a paper from 
heaven- He uſed foothſaying and divination, the which at 
Feſſa,a City of Maxritania,unto this day'is called Zarra- 

ia. Hee perſwaded his followers , that at the end: of the 
world he ſhould be transformed in the form of a might 
Ram, full of locks, and lone fleeces of wool 3 and that al 
that held of his law , ſhould be as fleas (hrouding them=- 
ſelves in his fleeces,and thathe would jump-into heaven,and 
ſo convey them all thither, Theſe , and ſuch like were his 
fleights, to beguil a fooliſh, rude, aad batbarous Co 
people ; the Sckity ,pride, and vanity of whoſe Religion, 
I truſt,every one doth ſufficiently perceive. 

7 HMahomets Religion is no true Religion, but a meer 
device of his own, and of three others his falſe conſpirators; 
for he hath patched together his Atchoras of the doftrine 
of Heathens, Indians, 'and- Arabians, of ſuperſtitious Fews, 
of Rechabites, of falſe Chriſtians and' hereticks., as Ne= 
Portans, Sabelliaus, Manichees, Arians , Cerinthiang, 
Macedonians, Exnomians, and Nicolaits, of illuftons, and 
myentions of their own : And laſtly, (for further credit) he 
borrowed ſome out of the Old and New'Teftament. ' But 
God will not thus be ſerved ; for he delivered his mind of 
old unto [ſrae/, and he is not changed , bur continueth the 


fame God ſtill. 7e ſhall zot (faith God) do every man what Deut.12; 


ſeemeth him good in his owneyes ; Whatſoever I com- 
wand you , take heed you ds it ; then ſhalt put nothing 
thereto,nor take ought therefrom. Satan being conjured to 


deliver the truth of theAlcoran of Mahower,faid,that therein F aſe icul. temp; 


were compriſed twelye thouſand lyes,and the reft was truth 


by.all likelihood very lirtle. And therefore I conclude, —_ 
os there: 


& 


Avierws lib, 2, 
Cap.12.Foh. 
Leolib.z c4p.2% 
Apbric. 


Beyn.in Roſans 
Part.1.Serm 19, 


Fn 
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there is no evidence to prove Mahoret a true Prophet,many 
proye him to be a falſe Propher,and blaſphemous,and pre= 
ſumptuous, and his religion to be a wicked, carnal, abſurd, 
and falſe religion, proceeding from a proud ſpirit, and hu- 
mane, ſubtile, = corrupt invention, and even from the de- 
vill, the crafty father of lyes, a murcherer , and man-killer 
fromthe beginning. And ſo much hereof may ſuffice. 


CHAP. V. 


Wherein is ſhewed that the Charch of Rome ts not the 
true Church of God, nor obſerveth the true Religions 


Para Am now entring into that great controver= 
& fie berween the Proteſfants and the Pas 
piſts , whether of them ſhould bee the 
true Church , and true wofhippers. of 
Godin Chriſt;for they both acknowledge 
oP God, and Chriſt his Son ; and all the fas 

cred and Canonical books of the Scriptures, they confeſle to 
come from God, and from his divine Spirit, as indeed they 
could come from no other. But whiles they both confeſle 
this Book, it is good reaſon that they ſhould both and to 
the arbitrement and judgement of theſe Books, for the triall 
of the true Church akich if they doe, ( as indeed they 
muſt)this controverkie is at an end,and notworthyto be made. 
a queſtion , or to be doubted of; for by the ſacred and 
Canonical writings it ſhall by and by be manifeſt, that the 
Church of Rome cannot be the true Church pofſibly, But 
firſt ler} us hear what it faith for it ſelfe, and what good 
orounds it hath for the fortification thereof, For if it be not 
ilded upon a good foundation, and upon ſuch grounds, 
as will hold,the whole building islike co Jye in the duſt,and 
to come to ruine, | 
2 They hold very ſtiffely (but not ſo ſtrongly) that the 
Church of God militant here upon earth , is viſible to the 
outward eye, and may be pointed out by the finger at 
all ricues z in (ugh fot as that o amay Know _ ta 

| realortys 
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reſort a$t0 the congregation of Gods people ther tojoyn , 1 
himfclf unto them,and to praiſe and pray unto God wit wheacnty of 
them, and to doe thoſe things that he requireth ac their che Church in 
hands.Bue all chis cannot profic them, nor hurt us: for as ourward ſhew 
in the primitive Churches perſecuted by thoſe ryrannical '* "* — | 
& heachen Emperors,there was a Church of God(though I MPa Os - 
not ſeen of them } who had their meetings and Aﬀemblies ,,1,. Church. 
amongſt themſelves( though ſecretly becauſe of their ene- A Simily, 
mies: ) ſo likewiſe in the daies of Queen Mary, as alſoin 
all other times of the perſecution of our Church by the 
Romiſh Biſhops and their partakers,our Church no doubt 
was,and might be ; and they likewiſe had their meetings 
and aſſemblies, though both they, andthe place of their 
reſorc. were unknown tothole their perfecators. -- 

In the time of Diocleſian the Emperor(eſpecially)Chri- 
ſtians were ſo waſted , as tothe judgement. of men none 
were remaining, their books were burned, the Churchcs 
deſtroyed, and themſelves pat to deaths: in'the end when 
this great havock was made, and cruelty had waſted and 
deltroyed all that cou}d be found, there was then the viſi- 
ble Church ? It muſt needsbe then inforced to hide it 
ſelfe,and fo it was, and the glory thereof fo eclipled, that 
for awhile ir ſhined no where, And therefore the Church 
is not alwaies vihible and ſeen to the outwardeys, nor 
ſplendent in the faces and fight of men, and yet a true 
Charch notwithſtanding,as then it was: for it is the Sun, 
though ic be ſometimes overwhelmed with a cloud;and it ** c__ 
is fire til, though it be ſometimes raked up inembers:and wn ps 
{ſo the togg Church is and may be, although not ſeen or 
known to the world, yea though it ſeem overwhelmed 
with tyrannical malice,and hide it ſelf ag though it were 

clean excin&. 

., 2-Let them tell me where the Church was vifible,when « &. 8. x... 
being aſſembled at Feruſalem,there aroſe a great perfecuti- 
on againſt it,in ſo much as they were all diſperſed 8&-fcat- 
tered, as the texte ſheweth ? Or let them tell me, where or - 
how theChurch was viſible when Chriſt was fmitren, auf Matk.12.294-. 
all the reſt were ſcattered and hid, and concealed them 

| '- felves 
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|; ſclves the face ofthe vifibleCharch was then not inChriſt 
and hisApofiles,but in the Fews among the Scribes &Pha- 
r}{ces?and therfore if viſibilicy be ſuch a mark of the true 
Charch, then theſe who-crucified Chriſt ) were the truc 
Church , and not Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles : which 
who dare affirme? Yea, who will nor deny? Yea, when 
the (hepheard was ſmitten, and the ſheep ſcattered, and 
yet a true Church ; who can deny but that a true Church 
may be, though it be not apparently vifible, and ſeen to 
Rovel. 12.6.9, he world ? What ſhall I fay more ? Doth not Sr. Fobn in 
"et 0227" his Revelation teſtific expreſly,rhat the Church of Chriſt(fig- 
nified there by a woman)fugit in ſolitudinem,fled into a deſars, 
or wilderneſſe, where ſhee had a place prepared for her of 
 G5d, & where ſhe could not for a certain ſeaſon be found 
of her perſecutors ? Let them further ſhew me how the 
Church was viſible in the time of Elias the Prophet, when 
he complained that he himſelf was left alone:O Lord(faid 
Kill he)tbey bave forſaken thy covenant, they bave deftroyed thine Al- 
Ip 'nS: 19-11 rays,and ſlain thy Prophets with the ſword, and I am left alone. Elias 
did not think himſelfe to be /olus propheta relitma (as Cam- 
pian anſwered in the Tower) I ſay he ſpake not of himſelf 
onely in that reſpe& : butin this reſpe&, that he took 
himſelfe to be the only true worſhipper chat was left in 
of Tſrael: which is manifeſt by the anſwer which God gave 
him; namely,that befides him he had ſeven thouſand true 
worſhippers yet remaining, which had: not bowed their 
knee tO Baa! : I demand of the Papiſts, when Elias knew 
no other true worſhippers of God bs himſelfe, how the 
Church was viſible?for whether he ſhould go tgfind a true 
worſhipper,he knew not, Again, it is written in 2 Kin.16, 
that under the reign of 4chas,there was taken a pattern of 
the Altar of the Idolaters of Damaſcus,*and that Vrias, the 
high Pcieft removed the Altar of the Lord : whereby ic 
appeareth,thac the Prieſthood was corrupted, the Altar re- 
moved, and conſequently the ſacrifices ceaſed, &c. What 
viſibility of the trueChurch could there be in thoſe daies, 
either of Achas, Afenaſſes, and other Kings being Idola- 


ters, when the Temple ic ſelfe (where only by the ow by 
oO, 
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God, the Jewes were to offer the ſacrifices) was polluted 
and defiled with heatheniſh Idolatcy 2 What Church or 
Congregation could any man(in this cafeYhave reſorted 
unto, to have performed a true and acceprable ſacrifice 
unto God in thoſe times, when the Temple of Feruſalem 
(which was the place to worſhip at) would admit no true 
worſhippers,but only Idolaters? Ic is therefore manifeſt, 
that a true Church may be, though they know not a con» : 
gregation of God to reſort to; yea,though it be cloſe and 
not ſeen or known one to the other, nor yet to the world, 
And conſequently vifibilicy '( which the Papiſts make a 
mark of the Chusch ) is no perpetuall mark thereof- Yea, 
if ſuch viſibility ſhould be a marke of the true Church, 
then were the Idolatrous people in the time of Elias, in 
the time of Achas, Menaſſes, and many other Kings of 1- 
rael that were Idolaters, the trye Church, who indeed 
were the falſe Church : and then were Elias and all other 
the true worſhippers of G2d, who had in choſetimes no 
places left to ſacrifice in, the falſe Church, which is ab* 
{ard;Cbry/oftome faith, that in the time of the abomination of 
deſolation Cſpoken of by Chrift Jeſus, in Matth.24.)) that is, 
in the time of wicked herefie, which is the Army of An- © 
tichriſt ( as he expounds it: ) Nalaprobatis pate ſt eſſe Chri-- 
ſtianitatie , neque effugium poteſt eſſe Chriſtianorum aliud wo +- 
lentium cognoſcere fades veritatem', niſi ſcripture divine: Ns. 
proofe can be made of Chriſtianity , neither can there bee any 
other refuge for Chriſtiane, which are deſirous {t9 know the 
rue faith, but onely the divine Scriptures. And therefore I 
conclude(which is apparent )that the true Church ſome». 
time is in ſuch a ſtace,as that vitibleneſſe cannot diſcerne 
or prove it, but only the divine Scriptures muſt denion- 
firate and declareit: and conſequently it is demonſtra- 
tively manifeſt, that it is no true poſition of the Papiſts,. 
That the Charch of God is alwayes and evermgre viſible, ; nn 
and ſplendent , to the outward eye and view of the world. 
Wherefore the Papifts doe us great injuric, and bewray 
their owne ignorance, when they would have us to ſhew- 
our Church in alltimes and ages(which notwithſtanding: 
| per-- 
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perhaps may be done)Yfor ourChurch was alwaies,though 
ic were not ſeen or knowne to them, but lay hid and kepe 
it ſeIfe cloſe from their fury and tyranny, as the firſt and 
Primitive Churches did from their bloody perfecutors. 
Our Church was then perſecuted in thoſe times when ic 
could not be ſeen, and many then, like conſtant Martyrs, 
endured the tyranny of that Romiſh Religion; ſo that 
ſome were baniſhed,-others fled into other Nations,ſome 
endured martyrdom at home,ſfome other hide themſelves 
but the whole Church-generally was vexed, and oppreſ- 
ſed. And therfore when our Charch was thus perfecuted, 
ic is a good argument (I thinke) coſay ; We had our 
Church then and alwaies, though a perſecuted Church , 
though a Church chaſed and purſued, though a Church 
ſcattered, though a Church not ſeen or viſible to them, 
yea though in it ſelfe ic were jnlightened from God ma- 
ny ages together, namely, till the tyranny of Antichriſt 
were over-paſt, | 

Secondly,another erronious poſition whereby they are 
miſerably deceived, is this; They bold the Church cannot erre: 
and therefore ſuppoſe, becauſe the Church of Rome was 
once the true Cknrch of God, therefore it is ſo now and 
evermore. As though there might not be an apoftafie in 
the Church, which S. Pau! affirmeth there ſhould. Or as 
though a particular Church ( for the Church of Rome is 
but a particular Church) could not erre ? Yea, as though 
generall Councels (which repreſent the whole Church) 
could not erre : for ſo they afhicm, but how cruely let the 
world judge. And if it may be ſhewed that general conn- 
ſels haveerred or may erre, then they yeeld their cauſe in 
this behalf. I wiſh they woald for their own ſakes : for 
falſe Feſuites and Seminaries do but deceive:themſelves and 
others, to their own confuſion in this world, 'and except 
they repent, in the world to come. | 

That generall Councels may erre, is manifeſt by Augy- 


ſine, who plainly teacherh,that only theScriptures cannot 


erre,all other writers may erre,Provinciall Councels- may 


 erre ; Laſtly, hefaith ; Concilia que fiunt ex univerſo orbe 


Chri- 
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Chriftiano priora poſterioribus ſepe emendari , cum ali- Augxft. Tom. 6 
quo experimento rerum aperitur quod clanſum erat , ox 30.2.c0mre Do. 
copnoſcitar quod latebat; That general Councels which 
are'pathered of all theChriſftian world ,are often correfied 
the former by the later,when by any trial of things,that u 
opened which was ſhut, that u kgown whichwas biddens 
A general Conncel may be correted (faith Auguſt.) Ergo 
it may erre : And therefore Avyuftine; ſpeaketh plainly to 
Maximinian che Biſhop of the Artians; neither ought I ro 
alleadge the Conncel of Nice,nor thou the Conncel of Ar- Aug.cont Mexi- 
rimmine,to take advantage thereby: for neither am I bound *% 0.3 20.4 
wor held by the authority ofthis vor thou of that;ſet matter 
with matter,cauſe with cauſe, or reaſon with reaſon; try 
the matter by the anthority of the Scriptures not proper 
witneſſes to any of n,6ut indifferent witneſſes-to us both, | 

- In the time of Corftantine that Chriſtian Emperour, THoder. lih.ne 
was the firſt, and laft Councel of Nice , whereiq according ©: 8. 
to our Creed was decreed, that Chriſt yas God, as well as 
mati- Inthe time of Conſtantine ( Conflantinns Sonne ) fa- 
yauring the errour of the Arrians , it was decreed in the 
Councel of Arrimive, that Chriſt was not God, but onel 
man. This Councel of Arriming did erre(and that groſlely 
in a matter of faith. Ergo, ics palpable that a general 
Councel may erre,even-in matters of faith. 

Againe, generall: Councels have been contrary one to 
the other, and that in matters of faith; as the Couucell of 
Conſt antinople condemned the ſerting up of Images in che 
Church, and the Connce] of Nice afterward allowed Ima- 
ocs, One'of them (being contrary) muſt needs be erronious: 

Ergo.a general Councel may erre. 

The generall CounceIconfefſeth..it ſelfe that it may erre 2 ſoncil.Tom.r. 
For the whole Councel prayeth in the end of a generall dc 01d.celeb, 
Councel {ina ſetforme of Prayer, that is appointed to bee 5% 
ſaid after every Councel ) namely, that Gd would Igno- 
ranrie ip ſoruins parcere, & errors indulgere; Spare their 
ignorance e,and pardon their error; Ergo, a generall Coun- 
el] may erre. 

* The Pope of Rome { whom = Papiſts hold for _ 
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of their Church )may erre;Ergo, their whole Cluuch.may: 
ere. eAnguſtine proverh tt Ns Wee OP 
centins Papa ſrne baptiſmo (. kriſti, & ns participatione . 
corpor is & ſaugitinis Chriſti, vitam non habere parvules.. 
docet : Behold, Pope Innecentins of bleſſed memory doth. 
reach, that young children cannot be ſaved, except they, 
receive the Baptiſme of Chriſt , and alfa ths communis. 
of the body and blood of Chriſt. « © yo 1; : 9715 rec If 
Bur this is taxed for an errour; Ergo, the Pope of Ropes 


. may erre, and conſequently the whole-Church under hin, 


except. perchance members haye 3 POWEgge above the. 
head. Fur vehat ſhall T need to;ftand. hereupon? .theix owes, 
CaronLaw(as itis evident in the decrees) dathfay expreſly,. 
that if the Pope be found negligent: of. bis. owne and his: 


Pert-H:diftin.qo brechrens ſalvation; yea, though he lead. innumerable people 


642.51 Faps, 
- tO reprove him , becauſe he hitnſelfe þcipg; ta | > rg | 


Popith-errorss, 


by heaps tothe Devill of hell, no mortal man may preſume 


to be judged of: none , niſt depreheudatar 4. fide deving s, 
except he be found FM from the, faith *. whereby it, 
appeareth , that they thought he might exre -ia matters. of- 
faith, orelle that exception was put in vaine. Bur the Pope, 
is no other then, a man, as alſo the members of his Church, 


be, and humanum eſt errare, all men are ſabjelit.to error... 


Let every man take heed bow he trufterh the. Pope or any: 
man mortall; for it is written, Jer. 17. CMaledittns ho- 
20 qui in homine coufidit, Curjed is the man that putteth 
his truſt in man. And why? Becauſe (as the Prophet D4- 
vid faith, Pſal.1-16-) All men are liars intheir words,and 
fFnners in their works, But when the doctrine of chatman 
of Rowe,and of his Church is in divers things clean.contra= 
ry tothe exprefle Word of God , who can.deny but iis an 
apparent erring Church ? fs ial 5! 
, As whenit eſtabliſhed ignorance to bee. the; mother of 


Ignorance and dc yotion, which Chriſt calleth che mother; of ercor, ſaying, 
lirangencſs in Te erre, nat kyowing the Scriptgre Nat 2+29.\ who.-can 
the, Sctipuare, chuſe but think that it hath no good meaning. init, bus 


purpoſed onely to build up the pride of the Pope, of his. 
Cardinals, Biſhops, Priefts, Monks, and, other Gude Rev 
| | _ 7 
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Fafticalmen?Clift biddeth the people'to ſeardh the Soyips 
mwpes, Jobi5.39. this Antichriſt forbiddeth them, ſaying, ic 
is-periſons,it cavfeth Schifms, SeQs,and Hereſies, as though 
they were wiſer then Chriſt. Againe,the Apoſtle Pa#/com- 
mandeth.chat the word of God fronld dwelk plentiful 511 the 
people, whereby: they might "reach themſelves,” Col. 
3.19. But the Pope of: Rome, and his Church alloweth n6c 
plentiful knowledge of the Word in them, yea Ignorance is 
the knowledge that he would defire them to have. Who 
would not juſtly fufpe& ſuch a Church,and ſuch a Religion, 
yea; condemne it; when to maintaine and continue their 
Churchia errors, they would haye none of the people th 
ſearch any Scriptures, whereby they might be diſcovered? 
Thus thefilly Papiſts ( whom I pity) are lead like blinde 
men they know not whither, and with their :mplicita fides 
(which is to beleeve, for their part they know not what are 
lamentably ſeduced; It isg0od themſelves ſhould ſee and 
know what they belceve , andrhat their faith and beliefe be 


right, left at laſt they be ( through overmuch truſt of their | 


teachers) extreamly deceiyed. The people of Beyea were 
highly commended, and it is noted to their praiſe, that they 
fearehed the Scriptures , to ſee whether thoſE things were 
crue or-n& Which Pax! himſelfe teached, AF.17. For who- 
ſoever he be, yea though he were an Angel from heaven , if 
he teach matters contrary to the DoCtrine of the holy and 
canonical Scriptures, we are to hold him accurſed , yea and 
accurſed again, as the Apoſtle of Chriſt Jeſus S. Pax! com- 
mandeth, Gal.1.8,9; ' Hae 


» 


| Again, the Church of Rome yihen it taught and holderh 
that the Scriptures were to be read unto the people, or con- 
grepation in an unkKnowne tongue , what were the people 
the wiſer ? $. Paw/ would have all things done to edifying 
in the Charch. For , faith S. Pal, Is qui ſupplier lo- 
cum mdofti,quomodo diftarus eft Amey ad tnam gratia- 
runs attionem quande quidem quid dicas neſcit? How ſhat 


he that ſapplieth the place of an nnlearned man,ſay Amen 


tothy thankſgiving when he underftandeth not what thou 
ſayeft?-iCor-14-Aod inthat ge Chapter he a _ 
T7 6 1KCT 


= 


59 


Aoainft Pur-. 
gacary. 


Gods Arrow againft Arbesfis. 


| bketh fervice inan unlaown tongue. - And therefore if the 


Church of Rome will not confefle their error herein, ſhe is 
paſt all ſhame,and. hath the impudent and. ſhamelefſe face 


. of an haclort. 


They have all deviſed and defended a place of Purgato= 
ry, wherein all that departhis life be put, and there puniſh» 
ed,( being a puniſhing fire) untill they helpe to fetch them 
out with Nic Maſſes, and other their inventions-and deyi= 
ces,which they will not do,nor think they have reaſon to dg, 
except they have good current coin for the ſame. 

And therefore it may be well and juftly.called. Purgato= 
ry Pick-purſe ; andit.is. manifeſtly apparent hereby, chat 
wealth and great riches of the Clergy, was.the onely marke 
they aimed at.. For it hath no. warrant in the Canonicall 
books of the. Scriptures ;- yea, the Canonicall bookes of 
Scriptures ſhew the contrary , and ſo doe the ancient Fa- 
thers. Chriſt in the Goſpel, Luke 16. ſheweth only but two 
places,namely,Heavenand Hell ; ſaying,that the rich. mang' 
fouke (which was.unmercifull co Lazaras) went: after his 
death to Hell, and there was tormented, and:that Lazar 
ſoule (he being dead) was carried.inro. Abrahems boſome, 


a place of joy and comfort., To the Theefe which was'gze- 
' cuted atthe. Paſſion and ſuffering of Chriſt,and beleeved in 


him,Chrift anſwered, Hodic eris mecum 4» Paradiſo;Thi 


day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe,Luk. 23.43. Which 


ſheweth that the ſouls of. the faithful never come.in Paroa- 
cory fire to be boyled and puniſhed.; for -all their {in is [ol 
given,and conſequently,the puniſhment incident tothe ſame, 
is forgiven alſo, and theirſouls paſſe from deat h'to life, and 
z3ato Baradiſe,a place of comfort,deleRableneſle,ge al (weet- 
nelſe,namely,heaven,where Chriſt is; FYerily, Vori ty, I:{ay 
#nto you (lauth Chriſt) he that beareth my word, and be- 
teeves in him that ſe mt. mee, hath eternal life, and cometh 
20t imto condemnation, but paſſeth from. death to life, 
_— 5» What is become then of this Purgatory? S. Paul 
ich, 7 covet to be diſſolved, to be withChriſt,Phil.1,23. 
Mewing thereby that preſently after his diflolution, he was. - 
tbe with Chuiſt in glory.,For-we kavie(laich ca | 
| this: 
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 ' thit earthly tabernucle of ours is diſſolved, whhave a br'4- : 
ing not made with hands,but eternal in the heavens,2 Cor, 
5.I. Saint:Foh in his Revelation faith, Blefſed arc the dead 
which die in the Lord: from ar.197 huvep they reſt from their 
labours, and their work: follow them, Rey. 4, 13, It f.om 
the time of their death they have blefſednefl and reſt ( as 
he (heweth) then are they not in any Purgatorie fite to bee 
ſcorched and moleſted, Sai Peter tellerh che Saints and 
children of God, and affureth them of ir, That the end of 
their faith is the ſalvation of their ſouls, 1 Pet. 1, g, If (al- 
yation of their ſouls begin at the end of their faith, which 
laſteth unto the end of cheir life, ( and no longer, for thea 
they have the fruicion and poſſeſſion of that which they 
beleeye and hope for) then it is manifeſt there is no Puc- | 
gatorys Ambroſe ſaith, Qui hic now receperit remifſ. onen O_ 2.66 
peeratorum, illic non erit us in ceo : quia rem:ſſio peccato+ I 
rum vita aterna eſt, He that here tv ibis life receiveth yet 
remiſſion of fins,ſhall never come into the Kingdom: of hea- 
ven : for life eternal is remiſſion of finnes, Cyprian ſaith cywienamitl 
'Quandoiftinc exceſſum fucris nullus jam locus peiitentie, Dem, iy x, 
z#ullus ſatisfattionis effeFus: hic vita ant amittit1r ant. 
tenetar:hijc ſaluti eterne calius Dei & frufu providetar, 
And again by and by, he faith, T# ſub ipſo licet exitu & 
vite temporal u occaſn pro deliftis Deum roges, qui verus 
& uns eſt; venia dttur confitenti, & credenti indzl gentia 
ſalutaris, & ad immortalitatem ſub i;ſa morte Fanſtur. 
That is, When mew are once departed hence, there isthen ns 
more place of repent 1nce,no effedt of ſati:fattion:here life is 
either bf or kept: here proviſion is made for eternal ſalua« 
tion by the worſhip of 30dy& fruits. And therfore ſaich he, do 
thou call uponG od,t hough it be at thy lait gaſp, departure 
of this thy temporal life. but call upon that God which is oxe 
& truepardon is given thee if thou confeſs thy ſins,& ſav- 
Ing forgiveneſs if than beleevezes fromaleath preſently this 
ſhalt paſs to immortality. Hierom ſaith,that the time of ſow- Hicr.is G/.c.6 
ing their ſeed for Chriſtians is this preſent life,andthat as ſoon 
as this life is ended, they reap everlaſting life, Aug»ſtine ſaith, 
Prins dna WY divina anthoritare reguum ofſe 
3 | cvs 
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credit c2lorumt: ſecunduns gehennam bi omnis Apoſtata vet 
a Chrifti fide alienm, ſupplicia experiturs Tertium penitus 
ignoramm, mec eſſe in ſcripturs ſautts reperimns.The firſt 
place (faith hee) the faith of Catholikes doth (by divine au- 
thority ) beleeve to bz the kingdome of heayen:the ſecond, 
hel: : a third place we are uterly ignoran: of, neither can we 
finde any ſuch in the holy Scriptures, And the ſame Augy- 
ſtine wiiteth in another place, That they which belecve a 
Purgatory fire, are much deceived, and that thrcu2h an 
humane conceir, How then can the Papiſts be the true Ca- 
tholic'ts; which belecv2 nor the faich of the Catholicks,which 
Azmnguſt ine doth afhrm ? | | 

1 hey alſo hold, thata man, ſince the fall of Adam, hath 
free will of himſelf, and of his own power to com? unto 

God, and to do things acceptable and well-pleafing in 
his fight : Whereas God faith after thattime, that the 1ma- 
£inaticns of ment hearts are onely evil every day ,Gen,*. If 
they be only evil, then havethey of themſelves no affeRi- 
cn to goodnefſe acceptable to himz And Chriſt ſaith, No 


 mancan come unto meegexcept my Father draw him,lohr.6, 


44+ 1f hee muſt be drawa before he can come , he hzth 
no prochvitie or willrgneſſe of. himfelf to come. And 
therefore js it that the Prophet ſaith, (Convert thou we 
ard I hall be converted, Jeremy 17. (hew.rg.chat he hath no 
pawer in tim{elf to be converted, And S, Paul ſheweth, 
that ti}] God giv* grace, there is n»ne that doth Good, no not 
ene, Rom, 3. 10 &c. Forall the Philofophical vertues and 
000d deeds which men do b-fore they hav? Faith (which 
15the gift of God are ſ1n, and not acceptable ro God, Joh 6, 
29. tofthe Apollle witneſleth, that without faith it is im+ 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 17, 6. And that whatſoever is nt 
of Faith is finnty Rom, 14, 23, Chrift. himſelf again ſaith, 
that excet men he ingraftedinto.him, they can bring forth 
»o frwit, John 15. I, 2.&c, Paul often teachech that we muſt 
be crew men, and ca## eff the old man, Ephel, 4.22. And a- 


- gain, hee bids us to bee revewed in the ſpirit of owr winds, 


aniveth wet che hinge, thet-are. of Gedpeitber c#n.b: + 


-” 
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they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. And again, that 
it is Ged that worketh the Will and the deed, Phi, 2,13. 
And he plainly confeflech of himſelf &of all o.hers,that we are 
not able of onr ſelves ſo much as tothink,a- goxd thmght , 
and that all our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Cor,3,5, Which pre- 
miſſes do ſhew, that our underſtanding is blind, . and our 
will perverſe in any divine matter, or acceptable {eryice u- 
to God, till God do inlighten the one, and draw and moye 
the other unto himſelf. Thus hath God ordered marzers, 
rothe end himſelf mighe have all che glory aſcribed ro him, 
as good reaſon hee fhonld, For what is man fince his fall ir 
Adam, but an abje& and tunne-amay from God, of himſeir 
ſeeking by-paths, and crooked out-ways, leading from Ged, 
and ficm his worſhip,” except he bez aſſitied from above ? 
(which is Ggnified by eAdaws hiding himſelf from the pre- 
{znce of God after his fall,) And therefore Auguſt iz ſaith well 
arid truly; Hominens libero arburiont4le uſum, & ſe & il- 
Ind perdidifſe :'That man having ill uſed his free will that 
be h:dzhath now both leſt him(elf, and that, And again, Li- 
berum arbitrium caſtivatum, ne quid poſſit ad juſtitians : 
Toat free will is taken captive, 'that it can do nothing tc= 
wards righteou/ueſſe, And agun, Hominis now libera ſed 4 
Deo liberata voluatas 6bſequitar:Not the free will, but the 
freed will of man (which is ſet free by God). doth obey and 
Jield obeyſance.And again, Libernns non ſ018,quod Dei gra- 
tha nonliberavit; That the will is bound and nat free, till 
God deliver it ani ſet it at liberty.Cyprian(which Saint 4#- 
{ex (o often citeth) ſaith, De nullo gloriandam, &c, Man 
muſt glory of nthing, becauſe nothing is ours: _—_— _ 
very man awmihilating his own power, muſt learn whally to 
depend upon Ged , And Chryſeſtom ſaith, that omnis homo non 
mods naturaliter peccator, ſed totus peccatam eſt; Every 
man is not only ſinful naturally, but is altogether ſims, And 
therefore S, Paw! (heweth,that til a man be regenerate or born 
anew-and untill he:be renewed is the ſpiric of his mind;be hath 
 Inthit norhinselſe, bur concupiſcentius erroris; luſt s aud af- 
felitons after errer;Ephe4423,24.daying likewiſe, that by n4- 
tHre we arg the ſons of m_ Ep#e 3,3» Wiuch ajſo __ 
4 m= 
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cap. 7. et 41 
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Gods Arrow «gainſt Atheiſts. 
himſelf teſtifieth to Nricodemwe, ks which is 
born of the fleſh is fleſh, and that which is bors of the ſpirit, 
5s ſpirit,and that except a wan be born anew by that ſpiric, 
be can never ſo mnch as ſee the Kingdome of God, Joh. 3.3. 
&c, And therefore S. Pax telleth, tkat there muſt be a ew 
creature, whoſoever will be in Chrilt Jeſus, and a renewin 
and Metamorphoſis of the minde (bee uſeth the very word 
before men can finde out the good , and acceptable will of 
God, and what pleaſeth him, Raw. 12, 2, I therefore con- 
clude, that the Papiſts are faire wide , ard know not the 
miſery and thraldome of men , whereiato they are faln 
by that great ſinne and diſobedience of Adam, whileſt they 
Rand to defend free-will in natural men. Indeed it appear 
reth to beefree and too. free unto evil; but it is ſo bound 
and faſt. ryed from defire-of any divine duties, charBod 
muſt firſt draw it out of that ſervitude wherern ir is, and ſer 
it ar liberty, and move it to come, before it will (hew any 
readinefle that way, I truſt therefore they ſee, that their 
Church not onely may-er:e,, hut erreth.molt grcfly in many 
iots, 

They hold that- in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
it 13 Jawfull ro debarre the people of the cup : andſo they 
uſe: which is contrary to the inſtitution of Chriſt, B:bite ex 
hve omnes, Drink yee allof this, at, 26, 27, And as well 


- and by as good au:hority may they take the bread from 


the people itewiſe, And it is contraty tothe expreſſe do- 


- Qin of S. Pawl, 1 Cor, 11. 23, 28, (Who, as himſelf teſti- 


fiech, delivered the inſtitution of Chr1{t) for he ſaith, Let 4 
man examine himſelf, & fic edat, © bibat : and ſolet him 
eat of this Bread, and drimk of this (up. Sothat he mult 
drink as wellas he muſt eac, And that the people (ſhould 
bee partakers, and 1eceive in-both kindes, was obſerved 
many hundred years in the.Chnich after Chriſt, Inſomuch, 
as Pope Gelaſirs decreed , that all they ſhould be excom- 
municate , which would receive but ia one- kinde, . But 


- Rowe that now is. is not Rewze that. then was ; but with 


ber Councill of Conftance y - is not aſhamed-to go. againſt 


all Antiquity-and all Divinity. . 
| Dut.. 
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words of Conſecration , . the bread and Wine are changed 
into the: yery ſubRance of the body and blood of Chriſt ; 
. And this they would ſeem to ground upon theſe words, 
Hac eft corpus menm, This is my body, Mat, 26. 26.which 
they will have co be expounded literally. Bur why then 
do they not expound the other words cf Chriſt litera]ly 
allo concernirg the Cup 2 For the text ſaith, inthe 27. 
and 28 yerſes, That hee took the Cup, &c.and (aid, This ts 


| »2y blood. IT am ure they will not ſay, that che Cup was the - 


blood of Chriſt (as the words bee) but they will grant a fi- 
- gure in thoſe words : namely, Coxtinens pro contento, that - 
- by the cup is meant the wine in it, If then they will admit - 
2 figure in this, why may there nor{be a figure in the other? 
namely, /ignatum proſigno; That theſe words, Thi is 
. . my bedy, ſhcu'd bee underſtood thus, The bread is 4 fign 
of my body (which was broken for you;) If wee look into 
the old Sacraments of the Jews, namely, - Circumcifion, and : 
the Paſchal Lamb, wee ſhall finde che phraſe. of ſpeech ob- 


feryed, For Circumciſion was called the Lords Covenant, . 


when indeed it was not the covenant (as all. men do know) 
but a ſign and ſeal of the Covenant : for the Covenanc 
was this to Abraham: Ego Dems tun, er ſeminis tui,ec, 
I wHlbe thy God, and ihe God of thy ſeed, &'c. Gen, 17. 
Rom. 4- 21, So likewiſe the Paſchal Lamb is. called the 
Paſſoever , when indeed it was but a (ign of the: Paſſco- 
yer, or palling over or thorow.the red Sea, (which was a . 
- mighty and molt. wondezful deliverance, Pharaoh and all 
his Hofte being drownd in the Sea, when they paſſed chorow 
as ch dry land, )Infomuch therefore as ic is uſual in Sacraments - 
fo toſpral, it is nor againſt reaſco, but Randeth with ve- - 
good reaſon. t.chink 3. that.. Chriſt Jeſus in inſtituting 
this Sacrament, which to the Chriſtians is the ſame that the 
- Paſchal Lamb was. to the Jews» did likewiſe call the 
- bread his body, inſuch ſort as the Paſchal Lamb was the 
-Paſleoyer : chat, is to {ay, figuratiyelyz that as theÞPaſchall | 


-lagb wax called the Paleover, and, yet was þyc a fign and - 
| | | remem- - 


»* c 


/ 


< 
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But they hold (which' is a marvellous grofſe errour allo) A4gainſt Trau- 
Franſubttantion in the Sacrament , namely, that after the ſ#bflewiation, * 


Text ul, cont. 
' Marcion. lth, 4. 
Aug.in Pſal,8. 


Augnſt.in Tem, 
6. cont, Ada- 
maur, 
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"remembrance of their Paſſcoyer : fo the bread was called hig 


body, and yer ic was but a ſign and remembrance of his body. 

And that this is the right expoſition, may appear by the 
words of Chriſt, where he faith, Do this in remembrance of 
me, Luk.22, 19. Tertalliax likewiſe doth ſo expound them: 
for he ſaith,Chriſt ſaid ghoc oft corpme menmid eft.figura core 
poris mei;This is my body,that i5,A figure of my body. Augn- 
ſtine likewiſe faith, Chriſti miranda patientia adhibnit [u- 
dam ad convivinm, in quo corporis & ſanguinis ſui fign- 


rams diſcipulis tradidit: The admirable patience of Chriſt - 


admitted Fudas tothe Banquet, wherein he delivered to his 
D;ſciples a figure of his body and blood, Ard again he ſat, 


Non dubitavit Dominis dicere, Hoc eſt corpus menm, cum © 


daret fignum corporis ſui: The Lord doubted not to ſay, 
T his is my body, when he gave but the ſign of hit body, And 
thisexpoſition mult needs be true: for S,Paxl faith plainly and 


expreſly, 1 (or.11. 26,28. Th:t the communicant deth ect - 


b, ead: Ergo, it remaineth bread, after the words of conſe cra- 
tior.For it it were tianſubltantiare into the body of Chriſt then 
were there no bread to eat, but the body cf Chriſt is the 
thing thac ſhould be eaten. But none do ear the 'very body 
of Chriſt: for if every communicant did ear the very b-dy 
of Chiiſt naturally, caroally, and really (as they grofly ſup- 
pol:) Chriſt ſhould haye a number of bodies, which is pal- 
pably abſurd and monRrous; and beſide, then every commu- 
nicant ſhould be ſaved, yea, even Judas himſelf (which is 
knowa co bee the child of perdition ) for Chriſt faith, Hee 
that eateth my fleſb,and drinkgth my blood hath eternal I'fe: 
Joh.6, 54 Indeed the eleR and godly do eat Chriſt acd drink 
Chriſt, but how ? not caroally, bur ſpiritually, and by a true 
faith, apprehending Chrift, and applying Chriſt with all his 
benefits, as firmly unto their fouls, as the bread and' wine is 


applyed to their bodies, Befides, if Chrift gave his body ro = 


be eaten really by his Diſciples, at the'time of the infticution 
of this Sacrament, what was it that did hang on the Crofſe 
onthe-morrow ? Moreover, S, Perer (aith, Att, 3.21.chat as 
rouchivp the; body of Chriſt, the heayens riiaſt Tontain him 
unto the end of the World, If his body be in tebren, 'andihur 

| e 
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he hath a true body(as all men know he hath) how can it bee 


thathe ſhould b: bothin heaven and in carth, as touching 


his body at one time ? For though hee have a glorified body, 
yet hee retaineth the nature and property of's true body 
fill; which can be but in one place at ones, And {» ſaith Au= 
guſt ine?(aying,Corpru Domini in qua reſurrexit,uun1 taritum 
 locaeſſe poteſt: The body of the L:rd wherein he roſe again, 
can be but in one place only, But the Papiſts, to help them- 
ſclyes, are driven to this, ro ſay, that there is a miracle in the 
Sacrament, and that Chr ſt is there miraculoufly. Where- 
unto I anſwer, that if the bread. bee turned into the very bo- 
dy of Chriſt by a miracle, theo ſhould it appear viſibly ſo ; 
for the na;ure of every miracle is to bee viſib'e to the 
outward eye and (ſenſes: as when Chriſt turned water into 
wine, it was ey wine; when Aſoſes rod was turned into a 
Serpent, i: was viſibly a Serpeat: and ſo ifche bread be turaed 
into the very b ady of Chriſt, it is viſibly his body, if you w.ll: 
hold a miracle to be mrovght therein. But Arguſtine anſwe- 
. rechg there is no miracie in che Sacrament, ſaying thus; Ho-- 
rorem tauquam religioſa poſſunt habere, iuporem tanquam: 
miranon poſſunt : The Sacraments may have honour as. 
things religions, tut they are not tobe admired at. as mira- 
cles, T heodoret, alſo is moſt expreſs againſt Tranſubſtantiae. 
tion,for thus he ſaith, Neq ve enim ſigna myſtica poſt. ſantti- 
ficationem recedunt a natura ſnua:manent enim inpriore ſubs 
ftantia;figura& forma, videri & tangt poſſunt [icut pri- 
#1,That is,the myſtical ſigns after conſecration,do net depars 
from their nature; for they abide ftill in their former fub- 
ſtance, figure, form, may be beth ſeen & fel tas before. 
Gelaſin a Pope himſelf, doth ſay moſt plainly, that- 


Ang. Ton 3. de. 


Trmit.l.z,c. \O,. 


T heod.dialog +. 


there is no Tranſubſtanciation in the Sacrament :.” his words - 
be theſe, Non deſmit ſub/tantia vel uatura panis &' vin;et> 1 2 
certe imago, & ſmilitudo corporis & ſanguinis Chriſti in wn + 


att ione myſteriorums corporis Chriſti celebratur:: The ſub- 
. ſtance or nature of bread and wine doth not ceaſe,and verily 

there is the image ard ſimilitude of the body and blogd of 
Chriſt, celebrated inthe att ion of the my ſteries of the body 
of Ghrift,, And therefore 1 conclude , that the Church of 


, 
'& . 
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Rome which now is, is not the ſame which it was in former 
times, but it is become degenerate and reyolced from that 
former purity, which once was in-it: And conſequently it 
is expreſly manifeſt, that chat Church both may and doth 


erre, 


The Church of Reyve doth further hold, that their Pope 
Popes ſupremacy hath authority to depoſe Kings ard Pricces, But by what 


title? It is clear that in his either ſo doin 


to do, hee is both a notable cr 


| o, or attempting 
aytor unto God , whoſe au- 


*thaiity he doth claim and arrogate, and unto Princes, to 
whom hee ſhould bee ſubjeQ, For, the raiſing and pulling 


down of Princes, God bath 


in his power : For it is he, (not 


reſerved to himſelf alone , 
the Pope) that depoſeth the 


mighty from their ſeates, and exalteth them that are of low 
degree, Luk. 1. It is he (not the Pope) that putteth down 
Kings, & giveth king domes to whomſocver he wil': Andi 
is he that teſt;fieth of himſelf, ſaying, Per me Reges regnant, 
& principes dominantur : By me Kings reign, and Princes 
bear dominion, Dan.2,20. and Chap.q.14.and 22. Seeing 


therefore it is God that hath thi 


s high authority proper to 


himſelf, which way can the Pope claim it, without injury | 


and treaſon unto God ? Will be 


claim it by reaſon of his 


keyes, and in his Apoſtolical right ? That hee cannot do; 
For hee mnſt remember that the Keys given, were the keys 
of the King dome of heaven, Mat.'16, 19, And therefore by 
authority of the keyes hee cangot meddle with terreftrial / 
kingdomes,- to open an entrance for any into them, or to 


ſhuc out or exclude any that bee 
Paul the Apolile doth, 


in them, And betide, Saint 


ſay exprefly both of himſelf, ard 


of the reſt of the Apofiles, that how great authority foc- 
yer they haye for the overthrowing of firong holds , (that 


1s, of rebellious —_ , and 
necked opinions ſeated in mens 


roms conceits, and fliffe- 
carts againſt God, as 


himſelf expoundeth in the ſame place) that all theic power 
and means to convert men, is - onely by the ſword 
the Spirit, which.is the word of God , and by the . power 
In all which cheir autho« 
iff, hee confeſſerh plaivly , 


3 Cor . 


of che keyes committed ro them, 
city,- given unto them from Chr 


; Gods Awow againſÞ eAthiifts. 

2 Cor-1$.4. that the weapons of their yarfare ate not car- 

mel, bur mightythrough- God , ' chat is ſpirirual. ' Which 

words doe demonſtrate , that by their Ecclefiaſticall Mini- 

Kery , they have clearly no civill authority committed to 
im 4 ; 


... And moreover itis manifeſt, by the 7 wag” + the Apo- 
monk all their Precepts _—_ ing all CINE 
obey their Rulers, their Kin, -Princes, yewt the 
were perſecurors) that he Srefitivaive od —_ _ 
thority committed to them, Row. 13:1,2,3,4. F Pet.2.13; 
Tit«3-1- Aud therefore it is-undoubtedly-true,that the Pope 
of Rowe cannor:claime-it-by any'ſuch autharity, Againe, 
the Bilhop of Rome candairne no mote- authority by the 
power of the Keyes,or of- binding and loofing,: thea any 0+ 
ther Biſhop elſewhere, may doz for the hat is-to ſay, 
— of openingiaad ſhutting , -and of binding and 

loofng; Foh.20.22,23.wete givento-allthe reſt of theA 
files as-wellas to Pare. Andconſequently fot any Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, theteby -to<claime authority above ano- 
ther,is abſurd ; for they bee all indifferently joyned in one 
commiſſion , and therefore have all equall authority ; and 
therefore che Biſhop of | Rexne by ventue of the Keyes, hath 
no more authority then-any+ other. Biſhop hath 3 that is to 
ſay, none at allo depoſe Princes. - Their duty is: rather to 
praQtiſe- obedience themſelves to them: and xo teach: the 
fame obedience to -others as the Apoftles: of Chriſt did. 
YeaChriſt himſelf ſaid, His Kingdom was wot of this world 

Job,18.36. himſelf likewiſe retuſed/ ro be. made. a King, 
Joh.6.15., Himſelf-paid cribure- unto Cefonaabeantiens 
ed others to givethe fame,and af other duties of ſubjeion. 
and obedience unto Ceſar, Mat.22.21.]1f he were tubje& 
to (ſar , it is a ſhame for the Biſhop of Roxze to exalt 
himſelfe aboye Caſar. T Vo | , 

Bur-perchance the Biſhop of. Rome - will challenge. this 
his ſoyereigne. authoricy -over: Princes by donation from 

Conſtantine, or ſome other Chriſtian. Emperour, Indeed 
ſuch fables ſomerimes he is not aſhamed to utter :-but ler 

it bo che-ſtrongeſt way for himif you will, that ſore Cliri- 


Rian 


be |. _. Gods. Arrap agacnſt dtherfs. 

|  QlanEgperourwasro-fonkfh 4550- gi; hich his cEmplye 
(which is neicherlikelyhor credible} yer fey T , ityuds new 

ther lawfall,, oc tolerable fot jiep to take it, if he will been 

Miniſter of the Goſpel, : or (ucceſiar of. the Apoliles, For 

Chriſt hathexpreſly forbidden his Apoſtles, and in themai 

the Miniſters of the- Goſpel, {all fudh dominion z, and: Avill 

juciſdition, ſaying thus une them; ;7:Be-Kings of Neth 

ons reg ne over them, iavd they that be grent amngft 

— ty, rule or dominion ; but it ſhall not be ſo with 

Yor, Mat. 20.25.26 Mark-10 4243.Luke 22.25,;26, i: 

Which words be, moſt prahiþuary;, avdſhtw'tbat; rhey 

may -noc reigne like Kings ofcNavtans.}>nov-begrewuls 25 

great men inthoſe Nations de 3. but they-mult ſerve in the 

Church, be diligent to diſcharge that great charge in the 

Church, which theus Maſter Chriſt Jeſus bath laid upon 

them, And therefore every way the;Pope of. Rome bath-of 

ticle,but js hereby an wſurper,and an ineruder,and arprorious 

and odious: traitor ;:bath to God. and Princes: And be 

fides, allthe ancient, Churches -have affirmed and acknow- 

kedged the ſupream. authority of Princes , above, and 

over all both Priefts and people. And therefore-ſaith--Ter- 
tullian,Colimins Iruperatarentwt hammers (a Deo ſecunt 

T&tullias ad dum, & ſolo Deo minaren.* Wehonour the Emperonr as 
Scapu/ams the next man to Ged,djd inferiour to. God only, And again 
he ſaith, That Princes are, ADeo ſecnnai, poſt cum prims, 

Tertul.# Ap0- ante onnes; &, ſwper omnes : The ſecond to God, the firſt 
eget.  ' next after Gods and before aud over all men," _' ;: 
Optatarsinlikedart ſanth, Super [mperatarem non eff. wf 
folnsDens guigeeit Imperatorews There ts nove abpve the 


Optatus c0nte 
Parmen-lib. 13, 


Chryſoſt. ad po- Emoptronr but God. onely which made the Emperor, And 
pulum Antioch, C Ron ſaith, Parem, ullwm ſaper terrans non habet: 
bomit.z, He bath no equal onearth.And Gregory Biſhop of.Rowes 
Greger. Epi /. kimſelfe affirmeth, That the power is givento Princes from 


| heaven, nei otly over:ſoxldiers, but Prieſts. And therefore 


I conclude;that the Church of Rowe which nov is, 15 not 

the Churchwhich once itwas ,: but-is wonderfully fallen 

inco carruption , and grown into pride , both againlt God, 

and his anointed:Prince ; and: conſequently not-qadly; "y 
et 
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authority from Gddco forgive fines; all thereupon hee Againſt Indul- » - 
ſ<>deth bow lis Charters of: Par dbn,' his'Bulyvang VIndul- gences and , 
oeads to fuch as hemkancbto/alfdile.: TheSdibedin che P3rdons. = 


Gdfpciaviild/ay Nown tan forgive/inies bei od; Marks! 
2374705 14:4-1p04425. 1 thergfore;the Pope of: Rome: 
will rake uporl bimeto: forgive files: (in that fort he doth) 
he mutt prove: himfelfe to-Be-God ;/ otherwiſe his a&ions- 
will-not be. wargaed,. How often the Scripruxes tis it 
ſaid: of Gad:; \thathe; forgryate inquiryiand: wxranſpreſſi>” 
ons ?: atcribingthatiduchoricy onehy'ta Gud ; undito:no (os: 
ther,” £799 21H of: 2995 Wb ili z837 

- Eneed not recte-any particulariplaces, "the whole book * 
of :-Godisplengifull herem.. |} doehordeny, bur. Minifters 
ofidye Goſpel thave power to binde- arid :to looſe: fainerys: 
(a8 .Chrilt hinifelf ſhewerhs, -Marrh: 26): but how:, and? 
whom? 'They'cawfeither jultifie the norightcous , 'whom. 
God abborreth, gor-yert condemne the godly and faithfull, 
whom: Goddeatly loveth. In as much. therefore as:they can- 
not pardon ſuchas God condemneth , nor yet condemne 
ſich-whowGod xtquitcerh ,- Rowes$; 3 34344 itis- mayifelt 
chat z|l their powet” df binding andlooſing finners; is limited : 
& bounded within the compaſſe of Gods word; which they 
way not paſſe; for ifthey do, they go beyond their warrant, 
andſo all that they do, will be ofnoforoe. -:'Fhe incredulous- 
ahd obſtinarely wrecked perfons ,;' they:1may by warrant 'of 
Gods word pronounce condemnation \againkt, except they 
do repent: nd to the affuredly faithlull repejitantand godly. 
perſons , whoſe continuall care is to pleaſe God, and walke _ 
11 his wayes,they may pronounce the fentence ofundoubred 
and certain falvarion-,- becauſe: the word of:God tooth: af- 
firme 'ds much; and bhis-is all the binding :and-tooſing of 
ſinners which - they» have! For iwalltheir-pronumiations of: 
pardons,and forgiveneſs offins,chey muſt be-ſure they ſpeak 
not in their own names., nor their own wils-atd- pleaſures 
bur they mult do it.intherame of Gody-bring fiſt aſſined | 
Cay | that - 


How Miniſters 
bind end. looſe 
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| that it shig word, will and pleature; which they utter, Bur 
' the Biſhop of Rome obſeryeth northe tule of Gods word -. 
to ſquare and mealure his pardon by; but pardontth whom 
he ht, and as he liſt, as-if he were a God himſefe , having - 
abſojute power in himſeife (withourxreſpe& of Gods wor: 
or will) to:doe-what he lift. Inſo muchas/Traitors am{cRe-: . 
bels againſt God,and their lawfult Princes, he will notorfy - - 
pardon without exception , buthe will aberthem in cheir - 
damnable courſes , till atiaft (when it is too hate for them 
rorepent) they will (if they take hot good heed in time) 
feele the ſmart of it in hell rotmemsrogecher for ever. - 
What the Religion of Rome is,may appearby this,that any 
man for money may geta-pardon for his fines ; and then 
what finge need rich men feare to commit, whena Po 
pardon will falye all:? or how can it bee otherwiſe then a 
Religion of licentiouſnefle , whenfor money a man may 
have a licence or diſpenſation againſt any -fanne whatſoever, 
Theſe things beſuch open'blots to the Romiſh Religion, as 
that worthily every good and godly minde hath ji in-de- 
teſtation , and doth juſtly condemne it. Yet further will I 
_ that the Church of Rowe cannot be the true Church 
ibly, | " ab 
Againſt Tra- of" The Church of Rome doth hold , that the divine and | 
ditions. ſacred Scriptures doe not containe all _—_— to 
ſalygrion : but their uawricten traditions muſt (forſooth) all 
| be received withequall and like authority; for ſo bath their 
Councel of Trext determined. And Pope Lee the fourth 
Conoil. Trident, ſeareth not to pronounce with a loud yoice'y/ That he that 
x.Hecyet 4 ſeſſ* receiveth wot withont difference the _ Canons,at wel 
06,4 "4g 45 the foxy Goſpels, beleeveth not aright, nor holdeth the 
bt cles  Catbolick faith effeftuaky.The Decretall Epiſtles allothey 
canonicis.;» number with the Canonicall Scriptures. And Pope Agatho 
ftin@. 15 62p./7 faith, that all the ſan&ions and:decrees of their Romiſh See 
enmes, are to be taken as eftabliſhed by the divine voice, Which 
blaſphemies who canabide? For hereby they. make both 
- the Scriptures imperfe&t ; and not ſo content , doe further 
adde unto thoſe Scriptures. 3s 
Whercin they commit two aotable finges ;; fuſt, = 
wg 
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ling the facred and Canonica] Scriptures, that they cons 

tain not all matters neceſſary to ſalvation : which is dire&+- 

ly contrary to the teſtimony of Saint Fohn, who faith , That 

theſe things are written that ye may beleeve, and that in 

beleeving you'may have life eternal: and clean contrary to 

the teſtimony of St, Paul, who faith, That rhe Scriptmres 

(given by divine inſpiration)are profitable to reproveytoteach 

ro correft, to inftyuft, and perfeft the man of God, a Tim, 

3. I5.Ergo, the Scriptures or Word of God writcen,is a tte, 

ſound, and perfe& whole doftrin, containing in ir (elf, ful-. 

ly all chings needfull for our falyation. Yea, S, Pawslſaicth 

expreſly to Timothy, That the Scriptures are able to make 

him wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15, And therefore the 

Church of Rome being clean conradiQory , doth marvellou(- 

ly erre : and therefore allo we need none of their unwricten 

eraditions, 

And again, how ſhould we bee affured that thoſe Tra- 

ditions which they call Apoſtolicall , bee Apoſtolical, con- 

fidering them not written by the Apoſtles? Auguſtine 
ſpeaking-hereof, faiththus : Si gue reticurt Jeſs Chriftiu,, Ange]. in eh, 
quis noſt runs dicet hoc velillud eſſe? Etfi quis hoc dicat, 4 Tanuar. 
quomodo probabit > That is > If Jeſus Chriſt have hept a- 

» thing cloſe , which of «s (ball ſay it is this or that? And if 

any ſay it is this, how will he prove it ? For all the errors of 

the Church of Rexze, ſhroud themlelyes under the harbour of 
Traditions. And Chryſoſtome faich flatly, Fhatſoever is re» Chriſaf "7 _ 
quiſite for aur ſalvation, is containedinthe Scriptures, And loft in 2. Teſſa, 
acain he ſaith, All things be clear and manifeſt inthe Scrip= 1, _ 
tures, and whatſoever things be needfull be manifeſt there, 

And Hierow in the prologue of the Bible to Pavline, after 

hee had tecired the Books of the: New Teſtament and the 

Old, ſaith thus: [pray thee(dear Brother) among theſe live, yjegamc in bis 
mwſe upon theſe;kyow nothing elſe,ſeck. for none other thing prologue of the 
And again, upon.the Books of | the Old and New Tefta- ®ible. 
ment: Thefe writings be boly, theſe Books be ſannd,there is 
none other $0 be compared to theſe:whatſorver is beſide theſe, 


may in nowiſe be recerved theſe holy things, And a= 11je, 
gain he ſaith, All gher _— which = ſeek.ont or invent Hogg > 
| : | As ; 


—4 
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ſtles 
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at theiy pleaſure without the authority and teftintony of the 
Scriptmres (as though they mere the traditions of the Apas, 
; the ward of God cntteth off, Let us therefore ſand fat 
tothe written Word of God; and as far their Traditiogs;which. 
they cannot prove z. but ebrrude-unto- us without teſtimony 
of Scriptures , let us contemn them, For as Athanaſius 


Athanaſ. Conti ſaith, The holyScriptures pO Godare ſufficient 


GEni!ese } 


D. ur. 4+ 


Deut, 1 S. 


Re- 22-.,: 


Ag-injt Images 


to All inſtraftion of the truth. Aud as forthe other point of 
the Papilts in equalling. and adding their Traditians., their 
Decrerat Epiſtles and Canons, to the. puve and divine word 
of God, it is baſphemy intollerable z and who.can indure 
it ?' For doth nor God fay thus, Yee ſhall part wathing to the 
ward which I commend you, neither takg ought therefrom? 
Deur.4: And again hee fanh; HWhatſaever [ command yan , 
that take heed ye do only tothe Lord; pnt nothing thereto, 
nor take ought therefrom, And doth not S, Fubn in his Re- 
yelation fay, That if any man adde to this Book , God ſhall 
adde umo himthe plagnes which are written in this Book , 
and ſbalt take away his part owt of the Book of Life? 1 con» 
dude therefore, that the: Church of Rowe, which doth not 
content her ſelf with the ſacred and holy Scriprure ( which 
the chafte ſpouſe of Chriſt evermore doth ) 1s notthe true 
Church of God : For there ſhe ſheweth her (elf to bear the 
mark of aſtrumpet. . Bur when ſhee proccedethand addeth 


. her own Traditions, « Necretal Epiſtles and Canons, to 
_ the word written; 


and maketh chem to bee of as good 
and equa} authority as the - Canonical and ſacred Scrip- 
tures them(clyes, what greater pride could haye been ſhew- 
ed, or what higher Blaſphemy ? Buctheſe arc the right notes 
of zn adukreſſe, 10 equal her ſelf with. hex and.' . Yea, 
what ſhould 1 fay more 2- They hold, that the authority of 


the Church is aboye the Scriptures, which ſheweth ful- 


iy ws notabie pride and  ſpuitual. Wharedome of theis 
>hurch. 2 "I 

2- The Chtrch of Rowe is, Idolattous,  avd therefore it 
js not the rue Church: They fall\ down«.before 16ols _ and 
Hages,as the Heathen did, and therefare. corvryit Idols” 
4y #5 the Hearhen did 5 - 1 ſpeak of. the nazaner wb v9 


XUN 


Cedr Avon egainft diheifts; ; 
warfivip:; ' for the Heathen, howſoever they worſhipped. ot 


the true God, yer they thoaght they worſhipped the true 


God, and their meanivg was to/worſhip the true God in the 
tmage'or Idol, asthe Papiſts likewiſe do -mean; for they 
day they 'be not fuch fools, as to think, or belecye, that ag 
Image or Idol { made'of wood or fone ).could be God : nei- 
ther were the Heathen fo foolifh as to thick, or beleeve, 
that their Idols or Images were God, ( for they knew they 
were made of wood or one, or ſuch -hke ; ) bur ( as chey 
cook it) they worſhipped God in the Image, as the Papiſts 
fay they do: And therefote che eaſe for the manner of Wore 
{hip is all one,. Again, if the Papiſts do nor worſhip the I- 
dol, or Image, why do they bow down unto it? God come 


mandeth, ſaying, Thos ſbalt not make to thy ſelf any graves Excd. : 


Image ; {0 chat the very making of Images-co repreſeac God 
wichall ( whois a Spititeternal and invihble ) is Idolatry. A- 
gain he faith, T hos ſhalr net bow clown to them nor worſhip 
them, & c, Sothatto bow-down unto them ( though they be 
ſuppoſed to repreſent God } is 1dolatry::-for God muſt bee 
worthipped in ſuch ſore as himſelf hath preſcribed, and -cot 
otherwiſe, And that it is flat Idolatry ro Worſhip God in 
any Image,is exprefied and manifeſt by the children of 1ſraet, 
when they made the golden Calf to bee a repreſentation of 


God; for the Texrfheweth that it wasIdolatry, for which x, 


many of chem were plagued and gn; and yet their 
meaning was to worſhip the rrue 

were notſo'fitple as to thidk, or beleeye, chat 'thac dead 
1dol or Image was God : and therefore che Idalatry of the 
Church of Rome is as grofs and wicked as 'WMeirs was, 
Neither/can the Papifts help themſclves in, cheir wonced 
diftinAtion of NzAtic, 8 AetTeeio, affirming that they give to 


linages bur D#Men, that is, ſervice 3 and to God:Latriam, 2 Car,6,r5,16 


that is, worſhip 2 ſhewing thereby, that both they worſhip 
God, Hay > aſa. But bow agre rh, of 
God wich hwages, faich Paw/; or what warrant have they to 


ferve Iinagesbeffde God } When Chrift-hidzſelf ſaith" (ie is Mae, 4. 
'wiitten ) 'T hob (ule werftiprhe Lord thy God, — Dante 9. 53 


$10, 29 


. Oily ſpur thiw ſerves, 


uy. 


3 And 


diin.the- Calf: for they | 


6 


2 Theſf. 1« 


| Habak.1: 
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And Pan! the Apoſtle doth likewiſe perſwade expreſly; 
that men ſhould tr» from [dols or Images, to ſerve the li- 


| ving God (where the word Dwlia is uſed) whereby the 


Apoſtle doth ſhew, that there is ſuch- an. oppoſition be» 
tween Images and the Service of God, that hee that ſervech 
the one cannot; ſerve the other, God himſelf diſliketh I 
dols and Images utterly, ſaying by the Prophet, that they 
are ſo farre from being Lay-mens books ( as the: Papiſts 
rerm them) that they are oo better than teachers of lyes.. And 
Saint John himſelf commandeth all. Chriſtians to keep them- 
ſelves from Idols : befides, .it is Idolatry to pray unto any bur 
God z for Chriſt biddeth when men pray, not-to call upon 
the Virgin Mary, nor any ether Saint departed this life, bur 
upon God only. When yee pray. ( faith he) ſay thus : Our 
Father which art in heaven, &c, Again, Saint Pal laith, 
How ſhall they cal wpon him on whom they have n« 
beleeded ? Declaring thereby, chat Faith and Prayer go 
rogether.. Wee can call upon none, bur wee muſt lt 
quently alſo beleeve on him : but wee ate to beleeve on 
none but God ; therefore wee may pray to none but God ; 
and therefore the Church. of Rome calling upon Saints 
departed , cominitteth groſs Idolatry z: for the Scripture 
ſheweth, that God only is to bee prayed unto. Belides, 
they teach in their Idolatrous Maſſe, or Sacrament of the 
Ajtar ( as they termit ) after acertain mumbling of. words 
by the Prieſt, there is no Bread: nor Wins remajniog,, bur 
the very Body and Bloud of Chriſt; and that peece of 
Bread which-is ſhewed ( for Bread it Qil} appearech to 
be, for aſſtheir Magical! mumbling) they command to be 
adored and worſhipped, To adore or worſhip any Creature 
( ſuch as Bread is ) is Idolatry : The Papiſtical Church doth 
the ſame : Ergo, it- is Idolatroug. I have proved it before, 
that, ir remaineth Bread after the Confecration; ard that 
Chriſt cannot poflibly be there,.as touching the bodily ſub- 
Hance, becauſe in that reſpeRt be « aſcended wp into heaven, 
and } here fttth on the right hand of God, hi Father, until 
he came to judge the quick and the dead, And if they will 


- IpL.beleeve Divine teſtimonies thereiny yer the 'authoricy of 


Cicero; 
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Ciceron Heathen man might ſomewhat moye theny, * for i 
one place he ſaith, Quen ram amenter eſſe putai, qui lun _ : 
quo veſcatir, Derm credat eſe? That is,, Whom: do you _— b = % 
thinkſo mad, as to belerve that which he eateth t6 be God > "EO 
Inſo much therefore as the Church of Rewe doth worſKip 
bread as if it were God, it is manifeſt zthey bee groſs Idola- 
rers. And conſequently cheir Church- cannot” bee the true. 
Church of God on earth. 27404 JHTE 

3 The Papifts do not deny Chrift in words; but if ' we - 
examine them by paiticulars 3 wee ſhall find” that in deed 
they do : as for example, we know chat the- right faith be- _ 
keveth Chriſt Jeſusro be both God and Man, which che 
Church of Rowe in words will alſo affirm ; but urge chem 
in this point of the Sacrameng, and then they bewray chem- 
ſelves, that they beleeye noc Chriſt ro have a true Body : for 
when they are preſſed with chis, that the Body of Chriſt 
cannot be both in Heaven and in Earch at one and che ſelf- 
fame time, b:cauſe it is againſt the nature of a true body ſo 
ro be 2: then they become Ubiquitaries, and ſay; chat be- 
cauſe the God-head of Chriſt is eyery where, therefore his 
Humanity is every where, Burt this-is ao good conſequent 3 
for tte God-head and Humanity are of ſeyeral natures. And 
if his Body and Fleſh were every where, as his God-head is; 
how is chat true which the Angel (pake, ſayings Swrrexit, 
on eft hic : He is riſen, he 1 not bere ? for chele words 
ſhew that his Body and Fleſh is not every where, \Again; if 
he were every where inxeſpeR of his Humanity, how is it 
true that he aſcended into Heaven ? For that word, Aſcenſion, 
doth ſhew that his bodily preſence did cemoye from one place 
to anther 5 and then was it not in that place from wheaee ic 
ES dp wa 

ly, Itis the pr of a Divine Nacure to bee every 

where, and therefore whilſt they defend chis Ubiquity of rhe 
_ Fleſh of Chrift, it is as much as if they ſhould ſay, chat che 
Fleſh of Chriſt is turned into God ( which is a groſs Herefie. 
Aad thusic appeareth, thatrhe Papiſte:do, with the. Exz3= 
chians, dey that Chriſt hath a true Body, when they hold, 
thar{ — ody ) is may _ in 
E ayers 


Mar, 368, 6, 


Mat, 1. 31 
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Chriſt. ; Wk ' Us oo: LN % - 

| 4 Now for the Office of Chriſt ( for his Perſon and his 
Office bee two chief things which wee are all to regard. ) 
The Papiſts will .yceld with us, that ic confifteth in theſe 
three points ; namely that hee is both a Prophet, a Prieſt, 
and a King, This I ſay in words they will acknowledge, bur 
in deeds and verity they-do not : for -in reſpeR that Chritt 
is our Prophet, which ſhould and did reyeal his Fathers 
Will unto the World, wee ought to bee content with his 
voyce, and ſcarch no further chan hee bath reyealed in the 
Scriptures. But che Papifts are not ſo contented, but they 
hold that their uowricten Traditions, and Popiſh Canons, 
wult alſo be received upon like peril of Damnation, as be- 
fore I ſhewed, Concerning the Prieſfi-hood of Chrilt, ir 
conliſterh in two things, namely, the offering =p of himſelf 
once for a full, perfe&, and ſufficient Sacrifice; And his inter- 
ceſſton with his Father, which yet remaineth alſo, and ſhall 
do ro the worlds end, Both theſe the Papiſts annihilate, as 
I will pxove. Firſt, concerning the Sacrifice and Oblation 
of Chriſt, there jsno doubt, but being once done ypon the 
Croſs, it wasa moſt full, perfeA, and fatisfaftory Sacrifice, 
to deliver both 4: cxip< & pax, from the guiltineſs, and 
the puniſhment incident to that guiltineſs z for otherwiſe, 
[how ſhould Chrift be Jeſus, that is, a Saviour, if he did not 
deliver us from the puniſhment, as -well 'as from the fin ? 
Bur the Papiſts-hold that Chriſt bath -obtained by-his. Paſe 
-Gon remiſhon for. our | fins going -before  Baptiſaq ; but 
for ſms committed after Baptiſm , that his ,Pafſion bath 
\raken. away only the guiltine(s, that the [puniſhment re- 
-mameth- notwithftanding,; which is: to be paid in Purga- 
-tOry. (:as they fay) -and to bee redeemed by our own fatiſ- 
[factions ,.rand: fo they: mike The \puniſhmede dve- to | flog 
- (which is 'indeed* ertinalinm Hell): rather bur remporaty IN 
«Purgatory, upon-ſerifhtions: (/as they: have deviſed. ). But 
what cara mat give! for theiranſome :of bis Soul? And ic 


N appearcth | 
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appeateth before, even by the report:of #wrafehary' that the 
Catholick faith beleeveth no Purgatory, ſuch as! they have 
invented. For as Saint John ſaith, The blood of Chriſt is that ! John 1.7 
which purgeth-us from «ll finge : and that his moſt precious 

!ood is the only Purgatory, wee hold, andidorh deliver his 
people from the purifhment due to (neg, 'as\ well: as from 
fios: for our pnniſhment was laid upon him, and 'with his 
ſtripes we are healed, as the Prophet Eſay ſpeaketh, Again, Efay 53 
the Papiſts do fay, they offer up Chriſt in their Male , 

which Mafſe they ſay is propitiatory, both for the living and 
the dead, Eirſt, for the dead it cannot be propitieery, nor 
do good unto; for as the tree fallerhy ſo it liech , - and asa man £.,1.,, 

is found todie, fo hee goeth either ro heaven or to Hel, ; 

A third place which the Papiſts call Purgatory , there is nor, 

And if any be in heayen, their Maſſes can do them no 

good; for they injoy all good already, And if any man being, 

hell, wee know that Ex inferno! redenpriog, From hell © 

there is no redemption, And therefore for the dead it cannot 

be propitiatory, nor any thing elſe available : and for the liy- 

ing it cannot be propitiatory. Yea it is blaſphemous and de- 

rogatory ta the paſſion of Chyift once for all: for in as much as 

he is a Prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchiſedech, hee is Heb.s.&6,7,9. 

to dye but once, which he did wponthe Crofle : whoſe oh- £* © 9 

lation being perfect .”as the Author rothe Hebrews ſpeaketh) - 

needed nor any other help (as of Mafſe, or whatſoever elſe 

to make it perte& : yea , itis wicked, groffe, baſphemous, 

and damnable to ſuppoſe any 1mperfe&ion in che ſacrifice and 

oblacion of Jeſus Chrift > for God twice cried with a loud Mit. 3: 17 

voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Soy in whom Mas. 17.0 

t am well pleaſed, 

5 As couching the other part of his Prieft-hood , namely, . 

bis interceſſion with his Father , whereby hee maketh ' re» 

queſt unto God for us, although the Papiſts aicrib* that 

chiefly unto Chriſt; yet what do they elſe but clean r8b Rom. 8. 34 

him of it, when they affociate others with him? And namely Heb. 7. 25 

the Virgin Mary, they callher he Queen of heaven, the 

Gate of Paradiſe, their Life and ſmeetneſſe, the Treaſure 

of Grace, the refuge of ſmners, and the mediatrix of men, 1 

F 4+ | PIfys 


| Chyfoft.ben. 1 2 
& Cananes, 


Eadgm hom, 
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pray, what-do they now leave to, Chyiſt > Yea whe they ay 
abus to her : Wis = 


O Felix puerpera O happy Mother 

»0ſtra pians y ona ,(C ſatisfying for our ſinnes, 
jure matrss impera by thy Miuberl autbority 
 Redempror:, that is command the Redeemer. 


What greater blaſphemy-to Chriſt *could they. have utte- 
xd ?.-Itis clear tht S,, Pas! faith, There is but one God, and 
one Mediator between God and Man,The Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
1 Tiw, 3. 5- But the Papifts be not conrent with him, bue 
will have many Mediators. S. Pas/ ſairh- moreover,. that by 
him we have boldneſſe and acceſſe unto.God, Eph, 3,12. 
And therefore what tooliſh fear is it of Papiſts to appoint to 
themſelves other Mediators ? Sith therefore the Church of 

Rome oth not repute the one oblation of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his jintexceſſion to-be perfeQ; but accuſeth them of imperfeRi- 
on (as appeareth by their doatrin ) it cannot poſſibly be 
the rrue Chuxch. Chriſt himſelf biddeth to ask in no other 
name than his, and promiſeth,that whatſoever ſhall be asked 
in his name it ſhall be done , John14.13, 14. Chryſoftome 
ſpeaking af the; woman of Canaar, who though ſhee were 
a, ſtaner was bold to come. unto Chriſt, ſaich thus, En pre- 
dentiam hujus mulicris; non Precatur Iacobum, non ſuppli- 
cat Tohanni, non adit ad Petrum nec Apoſtslorum catum 
reſpicit,aut ullum corum requirit : ſed pro his omnibus 
penidentians fibi com:tem adjungit,ef 4d ipſum fortem pro- 
greditur:Beho'dthe wiſdom of this woman ſhe doth not pray 
Jameer, ſhe doth not beſeech John ſhe goeth not toPeter, ſhe 
looketh not to the company ofthe Apeſt les, netther doth 14+ 
weſt of any of them,but ſor all this ſhe takgth repentance for 
bo companion, and goeth to the tery fountain it ſeif, And 
2gain he ſaith, that to have acceſſs unto God, nihil opm eft 
atrienſs ſervo vel imerceſſore, ſed dic, miſerere mei Dems < 
34 enim ie audit quocungque ſis loco, & nndecungue inveces 
tur ye have noneed of any Courtly attendant or interceſſor, 
but ſay, Have mercy upon me O God: for he hegreth thee 
in. 


UM 
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in what place ſoever thou art, and from what place ſoever 
thow calleſt upon him, Ambroſe likewiſe anſwererh the car- 
nal reaſon of the Papiſts; Solent (faith he) wiſera #ti excu- 
ſatione, dicentes, per iſtos poſſe ire ad Den, ſient per Co> 
mites ituy ad Reger, Ideo ad Regem per tribunos, & comi- 


. tes itur, quia homo utiqueeſt Rext ad Deum autem,quens 
" utique nihil latet, ſuffrag atore non eſt opus, ſed meme de» 


vota, Vbicunque enim tal ts locutus fuerit, reſpondebit iH.. 
T hat is, Tvey are wont to wſe a pittiful excuſe, ſaying, BY 
theſe (Saints) they may have acceſſe mnto. God, 'as by 
Earls there- is acceſfe to K ings, Therefore is it that by Of- 
ficers and Earls, acceſs is made ta the King , becauſe the 


King himſelf is a man. But to come to God (from whom no- 


thing is hid)there is ns need of a ſpoke ſman,baut of a devout 
r whereſoever ſuch a one ſpeaketh to him,he will an= 


_— 
ſwer him, TheChurch of Rome therfore,which accounteth not: 


of the ſufficiency and perfeQ ion of that one oblation ofChriſt, 
nor of his continual interceſſion, cannot. poſhbly be the true 
Church. 

6 The Papiſts in words will not deny but Chriſt is a King, 
which hath all pov ern heaven ard io earth, But mdeed irap* 
peareth they do exile and baniſh him out of his Kingdom, or 
at leaſt leave him bu: a ſmall portion,or ratter none ac all;for in 


reſpect that he 18 a ſpiritual King. and the Kirg of his Church; 


he is alſo (as Saint James ſpeakech)the only Law-giver ther- 
unto, and-cherfo:e by his Laws only, the Chucch is to be 
goyerned, which they cannot abide: for they add their Popiſh 
Canons,Cooftitutiors, and Cuſtomes, whereby they will bave 


the Church governed :- yea, they will have theſe take place, 


though they utrerly diſplace the word of God,for the mainte- 
nance of them.Secondly, Chriſt only is to reign in the conſci- 
ences of men, and yet the Pope claimeth power tobind mens 
confciences by his Laws, ſtatutes, and decrees, Thirdly ,- 
hee claimech moſt traſteroufly to be. the head'of the whole 
univerſal Church, which title by way of perogative is gi- 
yen and attributed only to Jeſus Chriſt (ro whom it onely 
appertaineth,) But before I proceed any further herein, I 
demand of the: Pope and Papiſts, when, and by whar- 


right. 


lames 4, 12 


Ephe (1-234. 


Mart. 16, 18, 


x Cot. 3. 11, 


x Cor, 10.4 
Mar. 7. 244 


Epbeſ. 2. 20 


Mat, 16, 19. 


] 


Gods Arrow-againft Atheifts. | 
righc, he their proud Pope taketh upon him this title to bee 
head of the Church, or univerſal biſhop over all the Chii-. 
ſtian world (by vyertue of which cicle he caketh upon him co 
rule a$ he lit, and to do whathe liſt,) Firſt, to claim it as 
ſucceſſor to. Peter, is impoſlible : for chat Peter che Apoſtle 
never had any ſuch ticle, preheminence, or authority over the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, | | 
It is true, that Chriſt ſaid to Peter (afcer he had confeſſed. 
Chriſt to be that Chriſt, the Sonne of the living God ) Thou 
art Peter,andnpon this rock will I build my Church. Theſe. 
words hitherto give no ſuperiority ro Peter above the reſt , 
onely they (hewthat the Church. is builded vox ſuper Pe- 
fre, fog ſmper Petram: not uponthe Perſon of Peter, but 
#ponthe rock ; and upon what Rock ? namely , upon that | 
Chriſt Jeſus whom Peter canfeſſerh. to. be the Sonne of the 
living God, . For that confeſſion cf Peter concerning Jeſus 
tobe that Chriſt the Sonne ofthe living God , is the rock 
whereupon the Church is builded : for as S, Pax! expoun- 
deth and affirmeth , Other foundation can no man lay; but 
that which is laid already;namely Jeſus Chriſt, And in ano- 
ther place hee ſaith expreſly z that thgt rock was Chriſt. 
And Chriſt himſelf affirmerh likewiſe , rhat he that heareth 
his words,and deth them, ts likened to one that buildeth his 
houſe upen a rock: ſhewing thereby, that he, and bis words 
and Dotrin, be the rack, againſt which the gates of hell 
ſhall never prevail. Agreeable hereunto ſpeaketh Saint 
Paxl again when hee ſaith, that the Church is builded 
upon the foundation of the Prophets aud Apeſtles, Chriſt 
Teſut himſelf being the headſtone in the corner, Where 
then ſhall wee finde that Peter was made Prince of the 
Apoltles, to rule overallthe reft, as the Pope now doth? 
The Papiſts anſwer, that in the next words, when Chriſt 
ave unto Peter by ſpecial name, che keys of binding and 
oofing, hee thereby made Peter the® Prince and univers 
fal Biſhop of the whole Church, But hereunto I ſay, 
that Chriſt therein gave no authority more to Peter, than 
to the reſtz chat at this time the keyes were not- given to 
tum.not- to the relt, only there was a promiſe ag To 
| 0 
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ſhould be given : for the words be not in the preſent fenſe, 
Dotibi,1 give unto thee : but inthe future ſenſe, Dabonbi, 
- { will give n#tothee : which promiſe of Chriſt was ofice- 
, ward truly performed, and when it was performed, the keys, 
/ tbatis, the power of binding and loofing finners , was given 
not-onely to Peter, but to Petey and all the reft together, 
--as Saint. Joh in his Goſpel clearly declarech and « avouch- 
.ethe Now becauſe Peter was the man that gave anſwer for 
© bimſelf and theceſt ».  therefare 'onr Saviour Chriſt 'ſpake 
. perſonally unto Peter; and fo boch Cypriay and. Augnſtine 
do expound and declare it. Otherwiſe, neicherinthe pro- 
miſe of the keyes, nor yet in the receit of the ſame, did 
Peter receive anymore authority or ſuperiority than the 
reſt of the Apoſtles did. I grant he was called primns, bee 
cauſe he was of the firſt that was called ro the ApoRtleſhip; 
or becauſe he was the firſt of all che Apoſtles, that confeſ- 
fed Chriſt'to be the Meſſias and Sonne of the living God : 
or becauſe *hee was readieſt always to ſpeak and anſwers 
But all this. doth not prove that hee had authority + over 
the reſt, or a lager commiſſion than the reft, Yea, the 
words of- their * commiſſions do ſhew the. contrary , 
namely,that they had all equal authority:for ic was thus made 
unto chem all indifterently, and withont putting a difference, 
namely, Goe 32 and teach all Nations, Baptizing them 
in the name of the Father,and of the Sonne, and of the Holy 
 Gbyft, teaching them to obſerve ull things what ſvever 1 
have commanaed you,Mat 28.19.20. Run over all that re- 
main*th written, and you ſhall :finde .that Peter was one of 
. the twelve, cqua] with the reft, :and cheir fellow, but not 
their. Lord, . Where was Peters.ſuperiority,. when Par re- 
- Proved-him to. his face? Gal. 2, 11, when being accu- 
. fed, he pleaded no priviledge, - but for the cleering: ofhim< 
ſelf, and fatiufaQtion of others, hee anſwereth to Ga AcCu= 
fation ? Where was Peters authority over the - reſt; when 
the reſt ſent him, and Fobz.umo Saumaria? Aft; the eleventh 
* :Chaprer, the third and fourthwverfes 2: and alſo in w4#s the 
"eighth Chapter, and thefourteenth- yerſe. -In that hee wene 
A thxit ſending, -heephinly ſhewerk that hee -had no ry 


Gods Arrow 48 dinft Atheiſt; : 
-pality over them, Where was his preheminence or authority; 
whenin a Councel held at Jersſal:», where the  Apoliles 
were yet not Peter bur James ruled the ation, and accor- 
ding to his Sentence was the Decree made? As 15, 13, &ec, 

Yea,l ſay moreover, that when there was contention am 

the Apoſtles, who ſhould be chief amongſt chem, Chriſt told 
them plainly, that Kings of Naticns might bear rule over 
their people, and that great men under thoſe Kings might 
likewiſe exerciſe authority over other, but ſo might rot 
they do one over another, Luk. 22. 25, 26, &c, but the grea- 
reſt amongſt them ſhould be as the leaſt, and as a ſervant : 
yea, ſhould be the leaſt, and ſhould be a ſervant , as is de« 
claredin MMat.20,25,26.andin ark 10,42, 43. 

If the greateſt mult be as che laſt, what auchority hath 
he aboye the leaſt ? For then hath the leaſt as great auſtho- 
rity as the greateſt : that is, they have all equal authority. 
T maryel therefore what the Pope and Papiſts mean, 
contrary to the tencur of the Commiſſion of Chrift , con- 
trary tothe pratice of Peter himlelf, and contrary to this 
Decree made by Chriſt of their equality, to ſay notwith- 
Randing that Peter was Prince of the Apoſtles, and had au- 
thority over them a!l : when as indeed it is manifeſt by all 
the Scriptures, and courſe of his life, he neither claimed nor 
had any authority over the reſt more than the reft had over 
him, ard conſequently the Pope of Rome cag never claim that 
as Succeſſour to Peter, which was never in Petey his ſuppoſed 
Predeceſiour. | 

The Papiſts perceiving that the Scriptures make nothing 
for them, but againſt them , { becauſe they would have 
the matter coloured with ſome antiquity, -or ſhew of an« 

- tiquity at the leaft) have deviſed ſome counterfeit and for- 

ged Authors (as eAnacltm, and. Azicetins, and ſuch like } 
co ſpeak ſomething for them. But the falſchood of all 
thoſe, is diſcovered by other Writers ( if they be well mar- 
| ked, ) Io Cyprians time it was deemed a matter odious for 
. any toxake upon him to be Biſhop of Biſhops, as appear- 
eth by that yoyce which he crieth in the Councel of Car- 
thage, Ir. mas-ikeyiſe Decered jn the Afriees Counce!, 
TE that 
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that fohe ſhould. be called Prieſt or Priefts, of Arch-prieſt, 
ov any ſuch like. T he Councel of Nice did decree, thit the” 


Biſhop of Rome ſhould keep himſelf within the compaſs 
of his Province, and not exceed his bounds; as likewife 
che Biſhops of "Antioch, Jeruſalem, and ConShanind- 
ple were co do' the like. Other Couricels did affirm” as 
much.C which, becaufe they- are ſufficiently known I need 
not to recite,) But they all ſhew, that at choſe times che Bi- 
ſhop of Rowe had no greater JuriſdiQtion than within his 
own Province, ' and 'that hee could not 'meddle within the 
Provinces of other Biſhops. And Hierome of his time faith, 
' that the Biſhip of Exg«binm, or any other the leaſt Sea, is 
equal to the Biſhop of Rowe. Thy title of uciverſal Biſhop, 
was much defired of Joh» Biſhop©of Conſtantinople , 
and much contention there was about it, but it was never 
obrained of the Biſhop of Rome, until the time of Fo- 
niface the third, who procured that title of Phocas that wic- 
ked Emperour of Rowe : after which, the Biſhops of Rowe 
never ceaſed ftill to augment their dignity, and increaſe 
the pride of the Romiſh Sea, And even at the very firſt 
time, when John Biſhop of Conſt a:tin. ple, ſought to ger 
that title of aniverſal Biſhop to his Sea, Gregory then bi- 
ſhop of Rowe, did himſelf ſtand againſt it mightily, ane 
affirmet*, that he could bee no leſs than Antichriſt whoſoe- 
yer did rake unto him that Title. Firſt therefore- it is mani- 
feſt, chat until the time of Gregory Biſhop of Rome, an uni- 
yerſal Biſhop was not heard of in the Church, and: Boxi- 
face the Third, was the firſt Biſhop of Rome that got this 
ticle, which was about fix hundred years after Chriſt, And 


Nie, ad Z£vg: 
grum, 


befides, how-will the Biſhop of Rome that now is, avoyd ;-; Pg 
himſelf ro bee Antichriſt, Gh by the- expreſs ped xn Aro ry 
on of Gregory Biſhop of Rome, his Predecefſor, he is con- 33.39. /ib.s 
demned for Antichriſt, 1n'as much 8 he hath this title, and Epif 20028;29., 
is not aſhamed thereof? For what: is this elſe, but to- come 3%: - 


in the place of Chriſt, and: conſequently to bee: Antichriſt, 


uſurping the Prerogative ricle of. Chriſt Jeſus ? Bur the: Pope 
faith, Gas though hee claim thus to bee the head of the 


Church, yer. hee doth.o0t name bimlelf ro be otherwiſe 
9-1 DR: 


= 
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than a Miniſterial head, and to be' Chrifts Vicar on earth, But 


Againſt juſtifi- 


why will he be fo arrogant as to. challenge this- ticle, without 
lawful conyciance made unto him from Chriſt, which hee 
cannot ſhew ? For who dare rake upen him to bee a Lieute= 
nant to ancarthly Prince, withour Lecters Patents firſt had 
from chePrince ? Again, the Chutch of Chriſt ©n carth being 
as a chaſte Spouſe of her Husbaad and head Chriſt Jeſus, nei= 
ther can nor onght to A any other for her head, 
than that her Husband to whom ſhe had plighted her troch. 
Laſtly, there can be ne ſucceſſour, bur when the predecefloris 
gone and-abſent : but Chriſt is alwaies preſent with his 
Church) according to his own words ; Behold, 1 am with yaw 
to the eud of the world, Migtth. 28. 20. And therefore hee 


can baye neither Succeſlors yor Vicar to repreſent his perſon, . 


or to guide his Church: for his Spiric -{ fiace bis -bodily 
aſcenſion ) is the Guide-aad, Goyernour of the Church in his 
room 5- Foh, 14, and x5. and 16. for no man-mortal is ap- 
pointed thereuntos I conclude therefore, that for all theſe 
cauſes, the Church of Roxze cannot poſſibly bee the thue 
Church, | 

7 The Church of Rowe doth not aſcribe Juſtification to 


6a1jox by works+ faith in Chriſt Jeſus only, bur ſaith, that mens works bee 


meritorious, and to them partly is Juſtification to bee aſcri- 
bed : and ſothey make mens imperfe& works to bee cauſes 
of Salyation, which is a groſs et:our, eyen in the foundation 
or fundamental point, Saint Pay! ſaith, That aft are juſts- 
fied freely by his grace, Rotnans 3« 24+ If they be juſtified 
gratss, freely ( as hee affirmeth ) then are they juſtified 
without any deſeit of theirs, And Saint Pawl ſetrech down 
this Axiome in the conclufion, We hold that a mas is juſt i- 
fied by faith without the works of the Law Rom. 3.28. And 
the ApoBtle in very mny places ( wheredf- mention ſhall bee 
made hereafter ) doth expreſly exclude Works from being 
ny cauſes of our Juſtification ;. for indeed they are the 
&s thereof, And therefore it appeareth to be a true po- 

\ ſkion, that Faith only doth juſt ifie, in as muchas [Juſtifica» 
tion is ( in the ighe of God )) imputed-to/our faith, | nor 'to 
our works 3 For Airebwm belceved Gordy ana che: _ 
pied 
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ted to him for righteonſneſfſe, as Paul ſpeaketh, Row, $.. 
Rd he Ft y $i was nas juſtifred by works 
before Gods for if Abraham were. juſtified by warks, then 
ſhould be have wherein tb glexy, bat nat before God:agd 'be- 
cauſe he had-not+ wherein to glory befare God, therefore 
he was not juſtified in the fight of God,” : 'F 'granc; thar Saint 
James in his fecond Chaprer doth fay, "that Abrahams was 
$uſtified by his mayhs,when hee offered up bis $anne'Ifaac as 
Gods Commandement. And likewiſe that he ſaith, 2 thad 
a max is juſtified Jn aut no by faith only; Bax be- 
fore whom is he juſtified by works > Not before God ,' bur 
before men, that is to fay, his works do dechre uato men 
that mo is juſtified before = 2 = this 
is the meaning of 3. James, may ar iby that his ſaying, 
where he fank, Show £10 merky aith by thy works EAT 
ſaieſt tho haſt faith, that is not enough, rby words do not 
prove it, thy works will : *berefore ( faith he) ſhew mee thy 
faith by thy morks. This ward ({hew me)doth manifeſt what 
manner of juſtatication he ſpeakoth of, nemely, that hee 
ſpegkerh of a juſtification before: men, For itis God that 
refpe&eth the faith of a man, whereby onely hee is juſtified 
in his fight: and it is men which reſpect the works, where-- 
by indeed they teſtify unto the world | their faith to bee- 
00d before God. For (as Saint James faith truly) faith 
without works is bug a dead faith, and not good nor ſound , 
nor availeable: + Bur faith and works muft ao. topether, 
And indeed where a true faith is, there works will 
ſhew- themſelves as the fruits thereof, 'And thus Paul and 
James are tobereconciled ; which thing Thomas Aquinas 
2 School-mao of the Papiſis doth himſelf plainly ceftify , 
fayiag, -thar Chriſt Jeſus doth. juſtify efe&ive, effeQually, 
Faich doth juftify apprehenſive, by taking hold. of-Chrift 3 
and good works do juftify decharative., that. is; do de» 
clare wnxo mea their juſtification before God. And fo itis 
deer, that howlſogver a. cruc faith. cangor bee. without 
works, as fire canner bee withouelight and heat5; yer: our 
juſtification before God: is ro he imputed ro qur faich,.. not 
to our works; as warmth is co be. impuced to the _— 
” INE:- 


Har, in Mat, 
689. 8. 
Armnbr.in Rom.3 


» 
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the fire, not tothe light of the fire. For ſo faith S. Pavl exe 
piteſly, That God impateth. righteouſneſs without works, 
Rom, 4.6. And again, 7 hat it 'is by grace not of works, 
Ron .1 1.6. And 8gainyzot of werks,Rom.g.11.Again.S, Pax/ 
telleth che Saints at Fpheſm, that God hath ordained men to 
Walk in good works ; yet he faith that they may not truſt to be 
ſaved by them : for he affirmeth, and afſureth chem, That they 
are ſaved by grace, and not by their works, Eph. 2.8, 9,10 
Again, he ſpeaketh in the perſon of himſelf, and of all the chil- 
dren of God, and ſaith, that we are ſaved not by works, but 
by his Predeſt inatien' #ud Grace, 2 Tim; 1, 9, And a- 
cain, God is or Saviour, not for any works which we have 

donegbut according to his own mercy he hath ſaved m.Tit.3 


5. And divers other hke places be. Wherefore S.. Hilary 


hath theſe very words (which we hold) Sola;fides juſtificat : 
Faith only doth jnſtifie.And Ambroſe among other ſentences 
hath this : Non juſtificari hominem apud Denn = per fi-: 
dem : That a man,is not juſtified before God, but by faith : 
which is as much, as Faith only doth juſtifie before God. 
S. Bafil doth ſay, that this is perfett and ſound reioyeing in 
God, when a man doth not boaſt of 2is own righteouſneſs) 
but knoweth that he wanteth in himſelf true righteouſneſs, 
and that he us juft:ficdby faith only, And Greg, Nazianzen 
faith, that to beleeve 83:19,05 righteouſneſs. And therefore it is 
evidenc both by the expreſs teſtimony of. the Scriptures, 
and of the Fathers, that wee hold the truth in this behalf, 
and that the Church of Rowe is in -a marvellous erreur, It 
is true which is writterzthat every mar ſhall be rewarded ac- 
cording to his works ; beczule the faith of mens eſteemed 
and ettzmated by their works, as the tree is known by the 


. Fruic : Burthere is. no texr of Scripture to ſhew, (that any 


#127 is layed Propter merits, for his works 'or merits ; bur 
macy texts of Scripture to the contrary , as before appear- 
eth. For when we haye done all that we can, yer wee muſt 
fay ( as Chrift commandeth ) We are axprofitable ſervants : 


Lk. 17, 10, And therefore che Papitts,” which teach works 


meritorious, yea works of Supererogaticn availeable to fal- 
vation, as well ſor others as for themſelyes, hold not = 
LW 3 right 


Sight faich and tor yo mary inp ders rH 

Bur if 1 ſhould ſhew all the corruptions of the Romiſh 
Church, I- ſhould be infinice; neither am I able co: number 
them. I will therefore conclude all this diſcourſe, only with 
chis argument following, ' The Pope of Rome. being the head 
of chat Church , is' that famous Antichriſt that was fore« 
told by Paw/che Apoſtle, and char' is prefigured inthe Re- 
velation of Saine Fohw, Ergo, it is impoſſible that the Chureh 
of Rowe ſhould be' the: true Church: for the Church of 
Antichriſt, (though ir'boaſt never ſo much)cannot be the true 
Church, though it would fain be fo accounted; as many an har* 
lo: deſireth to be reputed an honeſt woman. 

T1 One mark of that Antichriſt, Pau! ſhewerh to be this, 
2 Theſ.2.8. That he ſhould exalt himſelf above every oxe 
that is called God:ne doth not ſay aboye God, but aboye e- 
very one that.is called God, Fohw 20.34, Now thoſe whem 
the Scripture calleth Gods, we know te be ſuch as be the Jud- 
ges and Magiſtrates of the earth; Pſal,82.6. who for that they 
be in the place of God, and his Lieutcenants, ate youch(afed 
(in Scripture) this bigh and honourable title of Gods. That 
the Pope of Rome is ſuch a one as doth exalt himſelf above 
any ſuch god of the earth, namely, aboye all Princes and 
magiſtrates, is a thing ſo well known, as I need not to prove 
it;himſelf by his wicked praRiſes, and his Ieſuits, Seminarics 
and Prieſts, do in their books manifeſt the ſame uno the 
world. MN Y: . 


Bots Arriw Atiinſt Arbeit? > 


The Pope 


Auntichrilt, 


2 Another mark of Antichriſt Pas! ſetteth down to bee 


this, namely, 2 The, 2, 4. That he ſhould fit inthe Tem- 
ple of Godyſhewing himſelf to bee God, And I pray wha: 
doth the Pope elſe, bur fit in the Temple of God as God? 
who claiming the Apoſtolick Sea, hee taketh upon him 
to: be the head of the Church, "and torule as he liſt + coeret& 
Princes, and to depoſe them again from their chrones 2 
that bee 6arnot erre; that he can forgive ſus , matters 
that belong 1 ny to God, and to no other, What doth 
be elſe bu by theſe” demonſtrations ſheyw himſelf co be God, 
ufo. much as hee. arrogateth to' himſelf moſt proudly the 


uhociy of God hinaſelf? which things th ſab Book. 


Gods Rerom againſt Arbeit fe) 
of the Deeretfitny% emi And the. Extiauageeits do 
abundadily tefiify. For, cheſe men. were got content With 
that which. Axge/icus wrote in his Poetry, the beginnidg 
whereof is, Papa ffupor mnndi, the Pope is the wonder of 
the world : Nec Dems es , mec homo, ſed Neanter, & intey. 
#trumqne: Thou art not God , ne art thog man:but nzuter, 
mixt of bath. But theſe Popes were bold to take unto rbeme- 
ſelyes the very name of God, and to accept it, given of 0= 
thers; according as Pope Sixtws the forkth,; when he ſhould 
firſt eatexnro Rome in, his digni:y papall, had made for 
him a Pagem of Triumph, cunningly fixed upon that-gate 
of the City hee ſhould enter in at, having wrinca upon it 
this blaſpnemous verſe,dedicared unto him. | 


p 


Ordclo vocis.mundi mgderaris. habenas,. 
Et mer ito in terris. erederss efſe Dens, 


By Oracle of thine own voice the world thou goyerneſt 
all; | 

Ana worthily a God on earth. men think, and do thee 
call, | | | 

Yea, ſhalll ſay more? The Pope (if any man in the 
world ) doth take upon him much more than Laciferian 
pride (howſoever to deceive the world with words) hee cal-. 
leth himſetf ſerv#s ſervoarum De;,: a ſervant of the ſeryants 
of God, that. hee exal.eth himſelf ' above God himſelf, and. 
his worſhip, for he taketh upon him to bee aboye the Scrip- 
tures, and co.diſpenſe with them at his. pleaſure, and to al- 
low. matters contrary. unto; them :: Which, God: himſelf- 
(ohhols will is.immutable , and.revealed therein); will nor 
dd, far he and his. word will got-be comraty;.- Aqgainy. here«- 
by it is manifeſt, that he.exalteth þimſelt 'above God , in 
as much as there is, lefle danger.and- puniſhment ,; for avy- 
that bzeaketb. any of, Gods laws, | than! fon:c0e; thav bye-- 
keth any the leaf} conſtiaugon of che: Rope; Moreover, het 
Caimeth, authority ww; three, plaggg3: Heaven, Earth, and: 
Parggiory, and Hs the rr: nga Tips 
| : PD = ſ $2 
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Crown: ſo'that by this account and tlaim, he hath more ang 
Largeroxtended authority than God himſelf - for ſuch a third 
place as Purgatoty is, he knoweth nox of, And what do theſe 
chiogs but manifelt him,to exak hunſef even above God,and 
all that is worſhipped 
_ 3 Antichrift is deſcribed to be ſuch a one as ſhou'd come 
io lyiog fignes, and falſe miracles and wonders: 2 The, 2 9; 
(whereby, if it were poſſiblezhe would deceive the very e- 
{e4)And tha this is verified in the Pope and Popiſh Church 
as all men know that have been acquainted. with th:ir knave- 
ry, deceics, and frauds; ſoler their Area Legendaand book 
of Torphees teſtify to the whole world, 

4. Se Paul, 2 Theſ.2 8. ſheweth by his name, that he that 
he ipeaketh of, ſhould be 0Xvoyuos, that is, a/azleſs perſon,cy 
one(ubjeft ta no law; which is allo manifelily verified m'the 
Pope; for no laws will 'hold him, oeither_ divine noe hu- 
mane 2 for he claimeth co bs above them all, and to change 
and alter what he liſt, and when he lift, and co whom he liſt: 
which.the, glofſe upon the Decrerals. doth teſtify , ſaying 

thus of the Papez Legi non ſnbjacet whi: that is, Hee ir nit 
ſubjeft ta any Lam. Nhat is this elſe but to be 0 xroy0;,a laws" 
leſſe perſon; even the very Tame wham S, Pax! ſpeakerh off? 

| 5 S. John in his Revelation dith pourttay Antichiifſt and 
his ſeat, by the name of rhe great whore, with whom have 
committed fornication the Kings of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants, of the earth, have heen-drwnken with the wins of 
her fornication, This womans is that great City, which had 
dominien over the Kings of the earthzat the time of thisRes- 
velation, as 3, John expreſ)y affirmeth, Rev,17.1 8.1 is well 
known that there - was then no other City: which reigned 
over the Kings of the earth, - bur- onely Rongr and therefore | 
Ryze cacly.11s. and) muſt needs'bee! the>ſeat of Antichriſt > | - 
for fig, other -cag bee) by this evident: and; plain deſcripti- 
on.of Saint, Zohy:- for Rome was the only; Ciry of the world. 
that. ceigned over the- Kings of the earth, the head whereof 
may Ohraghe Emperors; bug now the Papie; for the-condicion 
of chic firlh beat ( namely» of the Romance Empire avil) is als. / 
a nr IE AIDE Empure; 
pe 2 
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i. 6 Saint John'in his Revelation, 13: 11, ſaw abeafty; ing 
out of the earth,which had two horns like the Lamb, bat he 
ſpake like the Dragon: and then all that is ſpoken ofthis 
beaſt,doth filly and only agree to that man of Rome the Pope; 
who though in ſhew he were the Lamb : for what is more 
mild or humble, than to call himſelf the ſeryant- of the ſer- 
vants of God ? Yet indeed hee playeth the part of the Dra= 
gon, or Devil, having learned this cunning of Sathan; who 
though he be never ſo bad a ſpirit, yer will transform him- 
ſelf into an Angel of light, to deceive ſouls, 2 Cor.1 1, 14. 
28 the Apoſtle ſheweth, But here is wiſdom,faith Joh» in that 
Revelation, Let him that hath any wit, count the number of 
the beaſt, for it is the number of a man, and hisnumber is 
666, Now becauſe the number of this wicked beaſt contain= 
eth ſix hundred fixty and fix, [renew thinketh that this An- 
tichriſtian beaſt ſhould be AecTEY05,that is,a man of raly, for 
the number of rhe Beaſt is ſer down in great letters, and' 
this Greek word ( Lateines) do:h make up the juſt number 
of (3x. hundred fixty fix, which is the number of the Beaſts 
name. If anydo think, that though: this Revelation were 


writtenin Greek, as being-the- more known and common . 


language, yet that it was nttered co S. Fohw in Hebrew, be- 
caule the Hebrewtongue is the holy tongue, and that Jobx. 


himſelf was an Hebrew or Jew by nation, and that likewiſe- 


divers Hebrew-words are found in the Revelation ; (whoſe o- 
pinion is-not unlikely, but very -probable ) then let him ſeek. 


out an Hebrew word, which containeth that juſt number, and * 


herein he need-not ſearch far,or to-ftndy mach upon the mat- 


. ter:for the Hebrew word Romitth (that is, Romanzs,a man of * 


Romezin Engliſh) doth in thoſe Hebrew letrers contain che 
juſt number of fix-hundred-fixty fix, which is thenumber of: 
the name of that Amichriſtian beaſt, And: fo by the mimber 
ofthe..nanie to be accounted, eithet by Greek letters, or by - 
Hebrew letcers, it is perfeRtly agreeing to that: man of Rome, 
the Pope. Ali the marks agreeing+o Antichriſt | (whatſoever - 
they be) are found fully and only-accompliſhed--in the Pope; 
and therefore thereis-ao. doubt but hee is that notable Anti- 
cf of hom Fenland Sin Fob iis Revelation do 
3; Y F343 re | 
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eeftify, and conſequently the Church of Rome being not the 
true Church of Chriſt, but contratiwiſe, the viſible Church of 
Amichriſt, is juſtly forſaken, and for ever to bee forſaken of 
all Chriſtians, as they tender cheir ſalyarion in Jeſus Chriſt: to 
whom only rhey have becrothed themlclves,and to whom they 
muſt remain conſtant for eyermorez which God-grant us all to | 
dog Amen. 


Againſt Schiſm aud Schiſmatical Synagaguts.. | 


Jy Any there be,who out of a godly and zealous 
minde, do in good ſort ſeek Reformati- 
on, and for that Chinrch-government 5 
which . Chriſt- himſelf hath inſticuted in 
his. Church, whom I neither dare, nor do 
reprove : others.chere be, that ſeek: refor- 
mation amiſſe,. wich venemous and ſlanderous Tongues,rail- 
Ing and reviling againft thoſe which underſtand it ;; which 
things do neither grace themſelyes , nor yer the cauſe which 
- they would prefer : otherſome-there be,who co make the cauſe : 
of. Reformation odious, do ſay, that it aboliſheth her Maje- - 
flies ſupreme government, and authority in cauſes Ecclefiaſti- 
cal,. I would wiſh all men to ſpeak the cruch,.. and..to ſeekithe - 
preferment.of -Gods truth, in a duciful, peaceable, and cha 
ritable ſort, Lec the cauſe be made no worſe than it is. For my-- 
part, I defire no more than every' Chriſtian ought, namely, - 
that the truth of God ſheuld carry the preheminence , what: - 

loeyer it be, | 
And I would to God that (all malice and © contention- ſet 
apart) all of all parts would grow. more: charitab'y-affeRed : 
both in their words, and in-theic writings +one- towards ' ano= - 
ther; for ſo would this controverſy ſooner come to an- 
end, . andthe more ſpeedily be decided” Others there bee, 
who for that in ſo long time they: cannot: ſee. their deſired ' 
diſcpſing and Church: goyernozens, to he eſtabliſhed,” rut - 
from guy Church, and make - ſchiſm and ſeparation from 
3-, USp 


Note. 


Gods Arrow againſt Atheiſts. | 
ut, ereRting Uiſcipline by their owa authoriry, coademaing 
our Church to be no Chucch , that they may make their de- 
teſiab'e Schiſm the more allowable : theſe are the Braws 
niſts and Barowiſts, who will not flay the chief Magi 
irates pleaſure for the eſtabliſhing thereof, nor yet allow 
unto us any Chutch in Evgland, butrhernſelyes, But they 
(for agaialt them Ideal) and you muſt underftand, that a 
Church may be, yea a true Church may be and is, though it 
have neither I:Iders, nor Deacons, nor Diſcipline init, for 
wee read in As 3. ver, 41542, 43 47. of an aſſembly of 
people at Jeruſalem, that received the word of God and 
beleeved, and which are expreſly ca'led a+ Church, (ard 
whocan or date deny them to bee the true Church of God, 
ſith the holy Ghoſt doth fo tettify cf them ? ) and yet at thar 
time no Deacons wzre choſen, nor confiſtories of Elders ee 
rected. For they weie not ereRed till afterward, And ther- 
fore aitrue Church of God may bee , though as yet. ic have 
cot theſe; for this defired Nircipline is not an eſſential part 
cf the Church: for ir doth reſemble the wall of a City, or an 
hedg or ditch about a vineyard, and it js a City,though the 
wall. be wanting, and it is a vineyard , thoughthe hedg or 
ditch be wanting : though ſo much the lefle Friified ] orant. 
Ja as-much therfore as. we haye the preaching of Gods Ho- 


bee the cſſential : marks of. the true Church) none ought 
co forſake our Chugth for any other defe& , corruption, or 
imperfection. - For there miy bee corruptions both in do- 
Arin and.. diſcipline ſome, and yer-the Church where they 
be, | the true Church df God, Admit (if they will)that Mi- 
nifkers io the Church of England, bee not rightly created 
and brought into the Church ; will they tlerefore count 
chey be &o Miniſters? By as good an argument they may 
ſay, that he that is brought and born into the: world, not ac- 
carding £Þ the-right .courſe or order of natufe , ' but other- 


ly word, and the k* adminiſtration of the Sacraments(which * 


wiſe (8s by rippingof bis mothers belly} isno man': for the | 


o09e.cqmmenhuoorderly into the world, as the other doth. id 


tothe Chuscb, -Iamfurethe: corrupt ogdinati ofa Miniſter, . 
daiþ.nati:prive him robee no: 2M ; tet: 1eIt NE F- % 
— M6 [f: ' a6 ein 4 wu 
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other coriuption in our Church take away the life and be 
ing of a. Church : fot if a man be diſcaſed and full of corrup- 
tions, will any man therefore ſay he is no man? They ſay we 
do not only want the right diſcipline, bu: wee have atfo pu: 
a wrong diſcipline in the place thereof, But what of this? The 
error then T confeſſe is great, but yet not ſuch a8 doth make 
a nullicy of our Church) ſo long as it holdeth Chriſt Jeſus 
the life and ſoul of the. Church, and is ready to reform her 
error, whenſoeyer by good proof it ſhall be manifeſted un» 
to her; In. the mean time their argument is nothing yorth : 
for if a man looſe a leg or arm, yet none will deny him to 
be a man for all this blemiſh or defeR 5- yea, though he put 
a woodden leg inſtead of his leg which he wanteth, yer kee 
remaineth a man till; becauſe his principal parts remain. So 
though wee want that diſcipline, yet wee bave the principall 
parts of the Church, namely, - the - right preaching. of the. 
word of God, and adm'niftration of Sacraments, and ther- 
fore a true Church of God undoubtedly, And { we have a 
true Church, though not a peifet Church, ler the Browniſts 
and Bzrowiſts, confider from whence they are failen : fot if- 
the Church of. Chriſt be the body of Chriſt, as S. Pal affirs 
meth; what do th:y elſe, but by their Schiſm and Separa« 
tiong rent themſelves from the body of Chr (t? 2nd thea let 


_ 


A Simile. 


them remen.b:zr whoſe members they be, untill chey (be re-. 


united, | Let chem no longer for ſhame, charge our Chureh 


w:th Idolatry, except they were Þ&erter ab'e to prove it;, 


which neither they ncrallthe world ſhall. do, To fay (as 
they ſay) that a ſec foim of prayer is uſed in the Churchyand : 
exhibired unto God, the prayer being fram*d accordiog to . 
| the rule of Gods word, is [dolatsy, is dereſtable.. For by As 
good reaſoo they may condemn all prayer, made: to God b 
the Preacher or Paſtor of che congregation; - which .they will 
not do : and befides, all che reformed Churches in Chriſten- 
dom, have a (et form of publique prayers for publick meet- 
ings and congregations, | 

They fay. that we obſerye Saints. daies , and- dedicate 
Churches unto them :. but they ſhould ſhew that wee do 
theſe thingy in honour of the Saints , elſe haye they no rea= 


ſon.; 


Gods Arrow 4g 4inſt Atheiſts; 

fon to charge our Church wich Idolatry (as wickedly they 
. do) for the Rate it ſelf doth expreſſe , that our Cure 
doth call them Holy-days, not for the Saints ſake , but for 
the holy exetciſcs uſed _— them in the publike aſſer- 
blies. Again, true it is, that divers Churches amongſt us , 
- are called by the names of thoſe Saints they. are dedicated 
unto : but to ſay therefore wee do dedicate Churches un= 
co them, it is very ridiculous, For when we call Saint Peters 
Church, or S, Gal, Church, it is but to diſtinguiſh them 
from other Churches by their names, In Athens there was 
a place which bare the name of Mars,. and S, Lukes in Afts 
I7. callethit Mars Free: : will any man therefore be fo 
fooliſh ,or ſo fond, as to ſay therefore he committed Idola- 
try, of that therfore he dedicated that place to that Heathen 
god of battel ? None I think will be ſo wicked or abſucd. 

Moreover, it is true, that wee obſerve faſting. days ; bur 
therein wee obſerve no Romiſh falts, nor place therein the 
worſhip of God, nor the remiſſion of our fins, nor the me- 
Tit of eternallife (as the Papiſts do,) But the poliick Laws 
of this land, which appoint that men ſhall not eat fleſh 
upon certain days, do it in reſpeCt of the Common-wealth , 
as to maintain Navigation ſo much the better, and for ſpare 
of the breed of young cattle; appointing moreover a penalty for 
ſuch as ſhall rake the days to be obſeryed,as mericorious Ro- 
miſh faſts, 

I therefore wiſh them to ceaſe their ſlander againſt chis 
Church, and to ceaſe their damnable Schi{m, and to be re- 
conciled to that Church of ours, from whence they have 
fooliſhly departed : for how imperte& a+ Church ſoever it 
bee (whoſe imperfeRions God cure in his good time,) yet 

ſhall they never be able co ſhew otherwiſe, but that the 

Church of E»glavd is the true Church of God , 
"from which ir is utterly unlawful co make 
a ſeparation, God for give us 
all, and reconcile ug 


unto him, Axcv, 
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